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Algerian says reforms in place 

'LUXEMBOURG (R) — Algeria said on Monday its political and 
economic reforms were now in place and called on tne European 
Union (EU) to start negotiating seriously on a free trade area. 
With eagle-eyed security guards in attendance, Algerian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Salah Dembri told a news conference the 
electoral 1 process would be fully reinstated by the end of next year 
and tbe country's economy would grow 3 J per cent this year. 
“The road is now open for a negotiating mandate (on a free trade 
area)." he said. 'The transfer in Algeria of the political system 
from mbnoparty to pluralism is already under way," Mr. Dembri 
said. He was in Luxembourg to meet his EU counterparts to 
discuss EU-Algeria relations. He pointed to presidential elections 
next month (see page 2), and said national and municipal elections 
would follow. The EU ministers had earlier been warned to expect 
tight security at the meeting because of the fear of fundamentalist 
• attacks due to the presence of Mr. Dembri. However, only four 
police were in evidence when he slipped into the building early — 
although many more turned up three hours later. 
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Israel holds relatives, friends of suspect 

TEL AVIV (AP)— Israel has arrested 24 relatives and friends of a 
fugitive Palestinian suspected of being a bombing mastermind over 
the past three weeks, residents in the man's West Bank village said 
Monday. The arrests seemed part of an accelerated Israeli 
campaign to find Yahya Ayyash, nicknamed “The Engineer.” who 
reportedly built bombs that killed dozens of Israelis over the past 
two years. “His schoolmates, his mother and two brothers are 
among those detained." a distant cousin, a Hamdallah Ayyash, 
said Monday. Four months ago, Mr. Ayyash 's wife and young son 
disappeared from their home in the West Bank village of Rafat. 
Palestinians have said the two are in hiding. Mr. Ayyash himself is 
believed to be on the run in the autonomous Gaza Strip. Israeli 
reports have said the Palestinian self-rule authority has urged Mr. 
Ayyash, a leading figure in the militant group Hamas, to try and 
sneak from Gaza into an-Arab country. A capture of Mr. Ayyash 
in Gaza could prove embarrassing for the self-rule authority and 
lead to a renewed confrontation with Hamas. 
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No more licence 
for export/import 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
government on Sunday 
^announced the cancellation 
of all ex{x>rt and import li- 
cences with certain exemp- 
tion. The ministry's secretary 
general, Mohammad Smadi. 
told a press conference that 
the measure does not apply 
to imports or exports from 
and to countries with which 

J Jordan has special trade pro- 
tocols and to goods that are 
restricted to certain depart- 
ments or ministries or firms 
like the oil and oil deriva- 
tives, cement, phosphate etc. 
Also excluded are commod- 
ities tike wheat and cereals as 
well as other basic supplies 
which are imported by the 
ministry. 

Charles in Oman 

MUSCAT (AP) — Britain's 
Prince Charles, in Oman on a 
visit, watched an aerobatic 
display by the famed Red 
Arrows of tbe British Royal 
Air Force Monday. The 
prince was accompanied by 
Thuweini Ben Shebab AI 
Saeed, special adviser of 
Oman's ruler, Sultan 
Qaboos. Earlier, Prince 
Charles met with the minister 
of state for development 
affairs, the official Oman 
News Agency said. It said the 
minister. Mohammad Ben 
Musa Al Yousef, briefed the 
prince on developments in 
Oman over the past 25 years. 

Only 800 Yemenis 
accept S.aiudi offer 

J RIYADH (AFP) — Only 800 

- Yemenis have taken up an 
offer to return to work in 
Saudi Arabia even though 
800,000 worked in the king- 
dom before they were expel- 
led during the Gulf crisis, a 
newspaper reported Monday. 
“The number of requests 
from Yemenis at recruitment 
agencies since authorisation 
was granted two weeks ago is 
smaller than expected, and 
are no higher than 800,” the 
Arab daily Al Sharq Al 
Awsat quoted an official 
source as saying. A recruit- 
ment agent in Riyadh said 
Saturday that Saudi Arabia 
had authorised the return of 
Yemeni workers. 

Pakistani beheaded 
inJeddah 

RIYADH (AP) — A Pakis- 
tani convicted of drug traf- 
ficking was beheaded Mon- 
day in the Red Sea port city 
of Jeddah, the official Saudi 
Press Agency reported. It 
identified him as Israrullah 
Quraishi. His execution 
raised the number of behead- 
ings this year to 182, a record 
number over any previous 
year. 

Car exhaust sets off 
panic in Jericho 

JERICHO (AFP) — A car 
exhaust backfiring set off 
panic during a meeting be- 
~sween senior Israeli army 
officials and the Palestinian 
police chief in Jericho on 
Monday, witnesses said. 
Israeli soldiers fired in the 
air, thinking they were under 
attack, and the self-ruled 
West Bank town was briefly 
sealed off. General Hajj 
Ismail,, head of Palestinian 
police in the town, was meet- 
ing army officials at a coor- 
dination office on the edge of 
Jericho, where self-rule is to 
he expanded under the Wesi 
Bank accord signed last 
Thursday. 

Mestiri concludes 
talks with Rabbani 

KABUL (AP) — A U.N. 
envoy secured a promise for a 
ceasefire in this war-battered 
capital during talks with 
Afghan President Burhanud- 
dm Rabbani that ended 
Monday, the president’s 
spokesman said. U.N. special 
envoy to Afghanistan 
Mehmood Mestiri in recent 
weeks .has been travelling be- 
itween government and 
.RPOSUion territory in an 
effort to broker a lasting 
Peace agreement after three 
years of civil war. "Mehmood 
Mestiri said he obtained the 
Promise of the other factions 
for a ceasefire,” Mr. Rabba- 
spokesman Aziz Morad 
sa;d. 


Settlers bring protest 
to Jordanian territory 

Group crosses River Jordan with message 
against Palestinian control over other side 


JORDAN RIVER (Agen- 
cies) — More than 100 Jew- 
ish settlers angry at Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's peace moves with 
the Palestinians took their 
protests on Monday across 
the border to Jordan. 

Settler leader David 
Levy asserted that the deal 
Israel signed with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in Washing- 
ton last week widening 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
West Bank posed a security 
threat to both Israelis and 
Jordanians. 

The settlers broke open a 
gate in the Israeli border 
fence and drove through. 
Later parking their cars, 
they then crossed the River 
Jordan between the West 
Bank and Jordan in water 
chest-high. 

The settlers headed back 
after handing two Jorda- 
nian soldiers a message for 
King Hussein. Israel radio 
said Israeli security forces 
arrested dozens of settlers 
when they crossed back 
into the West Bank about 
three hours later. 

"We reached agreement 
with tbe Jordanian officer 
who will take a letter ... to 
King Hussein asking that' 
Palestinians be barred from 


entering the area between 
us and the Jordanians,” 
Yoav Noy, a protest orga- 
niser, said. 

“Just as we lived in coop- 
eration for 25 years, in 
peace and harmony, we 

* don't want another element 
to interfere,” he said. 

Most of the demonstra- 
tors live in settlements in 
the Jordan Valley and 
claim they will be in danger 
if more land in rhe area 
. comes under Palestinian 
rule. 

Mr. Rabin told his 
cabinet on Monday that he 
proposed enlarging the 
Jericho enclave by about 
six square kilometres west- 
wards, in an area where 
there are no settlements. 
The Palestinians currently 
control 62 square* 
kilometres in and around 
Jericho. 

Under the Israel-PLO 
agreement, the Palestinian 
self-rule authority would 
also gain administrative 
control over the area of 
Jiftlic in the Jordan Valley, 
some 30 kilometres north 
of Jericho. 

Israeli troops will remain 

• in charge of security in Jift- 
lic which straddles a northr 
south thorough tfare used 
by the settlers. 


Ayala Danielli. a 29- 
- year-old date farmer, said 
she and other settlers were 
afraid. “We just don't want 
to live under the guns of 
Palestinian police. Nobody 
wants to live like that," she 
said. 

However, Israeli cabinet 
ministers said Monday that 
the settlers' fears were un- 
founded. Agriculture 
Minister Yaakov Tzur said 
that 90 per cent of the 
valley would remain under 
Israeli control. 

Monday's protest began 
when about 100 settlers 
marched towards the bor- 
der fence with Jordan. 
Israeli soldiers made a hal- 
fhearted attempt to stop 
the settlers who pushed 
them aside. 

The settlers used dozens 
of cars to break into the 
no-man's land near Netiv 
Hagdud settlement, 15 
kilometres north of the 
autonomous enclave of 
Jericho. 

They pushed an army 
vehicle into a ditch and 
then waded between tall 
bamboo stools across the 
river, breaching the cease- 
fire line which separates 
• the West Bank from Jor- 
dan. 

The demonstrators strug- 


gled in waist-high, muddy 
water against a strong cur- 
rent at a point of the river 
less than 10 metres. 

Israeli soldiers, taken by 
surprise and at first out- 
numbered, were helpless 
once the settlers had cros- 
sed as they are not allowed 
to enter Jordanian terri- 
tory. 

The settlers said their 
latest protest was aimed at 
highlighting how easv it 
was to penetrate the 'line 
and •V. plans to expand 
Jericho would leave, them 
even r.?ore vulnerable. 

Senior Israeli officers la- 
ter arrived and angrily 
ordered the settlers to re- 
turn. The settlers re- 
sponded with chants of: 
"We shall not be moved.” 

The group eventually re- 
turned to Israel after an 
hour on the Jordanian side. 
Dozens of settlers were 
briefly detained for ques- 
tioning..' Israeli radio said 
police planned to file 
charges at a later time. 

A legislator from the 
opposition Likud party, 
meanwhile, said Monday 
he would submit a bill 
which would instruct the 

f ovemment to annex the 
ordan Valley. 


Libya prepares for more 
expulsion of Palestinians 

PNC denounces move as conspiracy 


SALLOUM. Egypt (Agen- 
cies) — Libya expanded re- 
fugee camps in the no-man’s 
land along the border with 
Egypt on Monday as it expel- 
led another 80 Palestinians, 
and hundreds more were ex- 
pected. 

In Amman, members of 
the Palestine National Coun- 
cil (PNC) accused Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi of 
conspiring against the Palesti- 
nian people. 

At a two-hour meeting, 50 
of the council's 84 members 
living in Jordan urged Col- 
onel Qadhafi to reconsider 
his decision to expel Libya's 
30,000 Palestinians, which 
they said was part of "a con- 
spiracy to drive the Palesti- 
nians out of the Arab 
World.” 

"This is an outrageous 
aggression against the 
Palestinian people by the Li- 


byan leader,'.' Salim Zanoun, 
the council's speaker, told a 
news conference. 

"It gives justification for 
other Arab countries which 
host tens of thousands of 
Palestinians to take similar 
actions/' 

Col. Qadhafi, furious at a 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace 
deal he describes as capitula- 
tion to the Jewish state, has 
ordered the expulsion of 
thousands of Palestinian 
workers and their families in 
protest. 

United Nations sources in 
Cairo say more than 5,000 
have been expelled in tbe 
past three months. 

Some of the Salloum 
camp's 275 Palestinians said 
they heard that Col. Qadhafi 
might visit them and take 
them back into his country. 

"People at the camp are 


waiting for Qadhafi to come 
on Wednesday or Thursday 
to tell them that the show is 
over, that he’s proved his 
point to the world and that he 
will take them back,” said 
Umm Adel, a woman who 
left the camp to cross the 
border at Salloum en route to 
Gaza and Jericho. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of their claim. 

The latest arrivals brought 
to more than 300 the number 
trapped in the zone, and 
another 500 were due on 
Tuesday, Egyptian border 
officials said. 

They have already been 
flown from several parts of 
Libya to Tripoli from where 
they will be taken by bus to 
the Libyan border post of 
Misaed and then into no- 
man's land. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Bosnia ceasefire talks 
inconclusive - envoy 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — Talks 
between U.S. peace envoy 
Richard Holbrooke and the 
Bosnian leadership aimed at 
reaching an agreement on a 
countrywide ceasefire ended 
“inconclusively" Monday. 

"We have another produc- 
tive and useful talk... but 
discussions on the issue of a 
ceasefire proved inconclu- 
sive. The two sides remain in 
significant disagreement over 
the type of ceasefire and the 
nature of the details.” Mr. 
Holbrooke said after 90 mi- 
nutes of talks with Bosnian 
President Alija Izetbegovic 
and other government offi- 
cials. 

However, the assistant 
U.S. secretary of state sought 
to play down the significance 
of this apparent impasse in 
his efforts to bring an end to 
fighting in Bosnia where Bos- 
nian Serb forces have begun 
taking back territory lost to a 
government offensive earlier 


in the month. 

“If people want to keep 
fighting they can keep fight- 
ing. The talks will go on. We 
have made a lot of progress 
(in the past) while fighting 
went on. while NATO 
(North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation) airstrikes went on,” 
Mr. Holbrooke went on. 

He was referring to two 
accords reached earlier this 
month between the main 
players in the conflict: Bos- 
nia, Croatia and Serb-led 
Yugoslavia on the future con- 
stitutional arrangement for 
the country. 

"In many wars there’s been 
peace talks and fighting 
simultaneously. It's wasteful, 
it doesn’t make much sense, 
people die. people are made 
homeless. While pieace talks 
continue we think the fight- 
ing should stop but if the 
fighting continues as it is it 
does not prevent us from 
talking about the future 


peace," Mr. Holbrooke said. 

Earlier Monday in the 
Bulgarian capital Sofia, Mr 
Holbrooke, continuing his 
shuttle diplomacy in the Bal- 
kans, cautioned against ex- 
pectations of a rapid peace 
deal in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Speaking before leaving 
for Sarajevo, he said: "The 
road ahead is very long and 
very difficult. We are neither 
optimists, nor pessimists." 

The U.S. envoy came to 
Sarajevo after visits to Bel- 
grade and Zagreb over the 
weekend. 

U.N. officials said in Zag- 
reb that despite Croatian 
assurances that the rights of 
its minority Serb population 
win be respected, uniformed 
men continue to terrorise 
Serbs in territory recon- 
quered by the Croatian army 
in August. 

"Looting is moving into a 
(Continued on page 7) 


Military 
exercises 
continue 
in Kuwait 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — 
U.S. Marines backed by 
American and Kuwaiti planes 
fired artillery, mortars and 
machineguns in desert exer- 
cises on Monday, saying they 
were ready to counter any 
pew threat from Iraq if one 
arose. 

"We’re out here fully de- 
ployed as a navy marine 
corps team for any contingen- 
cies,” Marine spokesman 
Lieutenant-Colonel James 
Thomas told reporters at a 
briefing on the manoeuvres. 

“Today we are conducting 
battalion-level live fire exer- 
cises shooting everything 
from M16 rifles to 
machineguns, artillery and 
mortars and calling in U.S. 
and Kuwaiti air support." 

But he said he had no 
information “other than what 
we see - in the newspapers” 
that would suggest Iraq plan- 
ned fresh military action 
against Kuwait. 

Britain's Sunday Times 
said at the weekend Iraqi 
military movements had trig- 
gered fresh Western concern 
about Baghdad's intentions. 

Western diplomats in 
Kuwait said they had no in- 
formation to support the 
newspaper's suggestion that 
Iraq was planning a repeat of 
its 1990 invasion of emirate. 

“All is quiet,” one diplo- 
mat said. 

The Sunday Times said 
Iraq had moved 100 tanks 
and armoured personnel car- 
riers into an exclusion zone 
declared by the United Na- 
tions after the 1991 Gulf war. 

In Washington, a Pentagon 
officer discounted the report, 
saying the Iraqi army was 
going into its normal training. 

A U.S. embassy spokes- 
man in Kuwait said he had no 
information indicating an im- 
minent threat to Kuwait. 

A senior military source 
denied an Egyptian news 
agency report that all Kuwaiti 
army leaves had been cancel- 
led as a precaution because of 
the Sunday Times report. 

The official Iraqi News 
Agency quoted an unnamed 

(Continued on page 7) 



Jewish settlers wade across the River Jordan onto Jordanian territory on Monday 
in what they described as a bid to send a message to .Jordan that they would not 
accept Palestinian control over an expanded Jericho self-rule enclave (AFP photo) 

PLO demands Israel 
free women detainees 

Questions are raised over Weizman’s 
‘jurisdiction’ over Palestinian prisoners 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel will 
violate its peace deal with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) if President 
Ezer Weizman refuses to re- 
lease Palestinian women pris- 
oners. an aide to PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat said on 
Monday. 

“Anyone who would take 
such a derision would be 
shooting himself in the foot,” 
adviser Ahmad Tibi told 
Israeli army radio. 

Israel’s high court mean- 
while rejected a bid by 10 
Israelis convicted of killing 
Palestinians to be set free 
along with the hundreds of 
Palestinian prisoners to be 
released under the deal 
signed at the White House 


ast week. 

Mr. Weizman's director- 
general, Arye Shumer, had 
bid the president would re- 
fuse to pardon Palestinian 
women convicted of killing 
Jews, despite Israel’s promise 
in the accord to free all 
women in the first of three 
prisoner releases. 

"The Palestinians were 
aware of the fact that it could 
very well be that the presi- 
dent wouldn't want to release 
detainee X, Y or another. 
But they are conducting 
negotiations with the govern- 
ment of Israel,” Dr. Tibi 
said. 

“It would constitute a se- 
vere violation of the agree- 
ment,” Dr. Tibi said, sug- 
gesting it would raise the ire 


of other countries and harm 
the stature of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
among Palestinians. 

Israeli Environment Minis- 
ter Yossi Sarid, active in the . 
negotiations with the PLO, 
suggested, however, that Mr. 
Weizman may not have the 
final word. 

“On one hand, there is no 
question .about it — we’ll 
respect the derision of the 
president. On the other 
hand, there are governmental 
commitments -and we’ll have 
to respect our commit- 
ments,” Mr. Sarid said. 

“And if there will be any 
contradiction between those 
commitments, the govern - 

(Continued on page 7) 



Rescue teams at work on Monday in the rubbles of a building that collapsed in an 
earthquake that hit the Turkish town of Dinar (AFP photo) 

At least 56 killed and 250 
injured in Turkish quake 


DINAR. Turkey (AgencieM 
— Hundreds of dazed resi- 
dents wandered in the streets 
of a once buzzing Turkish 
market town on Monday, 
made homeless by a strong 
earthquake that killed at least 
56 people and injured about 
250. 

A government minister has 
predicted a Final death toll of 
about 100 from Sunday's 
quake in the southwestern 
town of Dinar. 

The Centre of the town was 
scarred by pockets of rubble 
from apartment blocks and 
public buildings brought 
crumpling to the ground as if 
made of sand. 

"Our town is gone. Nobo- 
dav cares." exhausted lawyer 
Adnan Avrurk said in front 
of collapsed block of flats 
where one wonvan died. 

Witnesses said the death 
toll would have been much 


higher but many people had 
fled their homes last week 
after minor termors shook 
the town in warning of the big 
quake. 

Minister of Housing and 
Public Works Halil CuThaog- 
lu was quoted by Anatolian 
news agency as" saying the 
authorities "expect around 
11K1 dead." The agency said 
4.0UU houses had been des- 
troyed and 1.000 others dam- 
aged. 

“God. please save my chil- 
dren please. God.” Necaii 
Ozturk called towards the sky 
as an excavator dug in to the 
ruins of his house. 

Rescue workers then pul- 
led out the bodies of his son 
and three-vear-old grandson 
from the rubble. His two 
daughters-in-law and five 
neighbours still were under 
the destroyed three-storey 
building. 


TRT television said 56 peo- 
ple had died and more were 
feared dead or hurt under 
collapsed houses. 

An earlier toll had put the 
number of dead at 52 with 
150 injured. 

Most of the dead were in 
the town of Dinar, a locality 
with 35.0U0 residents and The 
worst hit by the tremor that 
measured six on the open- 
ended Richter scale. 

Rescue workers tried to 
clear away the debris of a 
collapsed five-storey apart- 
ment block in the centre of 
town where several people 
were believed to have been 
buried. Pots, pans and other 
household goods were strewn 
about rhe streets. 

The Turkish Red Crescent 
and local authorities in near- 
by areas sent terns and food 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Algeria opposition 
urges poll boycott 
as violence mounts 


ALGIERS (AFP) — As 
bloodshed escalated over the 
weekend in Algeria, claiming 
more than 20 lives, two of the 
country's main opposition 
parties called for boycotts to 
show their rejection of next 
month’s presidential election. 

However, the two, which 
include the long-time ruling 
national Liberation Front 
(FLN) chose different ways 
to demonstrate their opposi- 
tion to the poll, the first 
round of which takes place on 
November 16 and which 
President Li amine Zeroual is 
strongly tipped to win. 

Th e Socialist Forces Front 
(FFS) led by Hotine Ait- 
Ahmad, accused the military- 
backed regime of wanting to 
“take over the votes” and 
■called for a total boycott “us- 
ing all peaceful means.” 

The FLN meanwhile re- 
"commended a boycott in 
“certain areas,” while in 
others voters would cast 
blank ballots, party 
Secretary-General Abdul 
Hamid Mehri told a news 
conference Sunday. 

Mr. Mehri said the deci- 
sion to implement only a 
partial boycott had been 
taken in the light of pressures 
that might be applied to vo- 
ters. He said the election 
would not take place in con- 
ditions where freedom of 
choice existed. 

The FLN and FFS were 
among eight opposition par- 
ties to sign a peace proposal 
in Rome earlier this year, 
including the banned Mami e 
Salvation Front (FIS), all of 
which have condemned the 
poll. 

They say the election is 
aimed at legitimising the ex- 
isting regime and will only 
exacerbate the current crisis. 

The military-backed au- 
thorities annulled general 
elections three and a half 
years ago which the extremist 
I slami c Salvation Front (FIS) 
was poised to win, unleashing 
a wave of violence in which at 
least 30,000 people have been 
killed. 

The country's most radical 
Islamic fundamentalist orga- 
nisation, the Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA), has used the- 
fonheoming election to step 
up its campaign of tenor. 

This weekend, the violence 
which has wracked Algeria 
over the last few years con- 
tinued unabated, as extrem- 
ists shot dead 18 people Sun- 
day in an attack on a bus near 
-Laghouat in the south, 
according to police. 

Fifteen others were injured 
as the fundamentalists 
stormed die bus in what 


security forces described as 
one of the bloodiest attacks 
in the country’s avD war. 

Three small children and a 
woman were among the 
dead, a statement by the 
security forces said. Most 
wounded were children. 

The bus, owned by the 
town’s public transport sys- 
tem, was on its way from 
Girisha to Anfus, near Aflou, 
250 kilometres south of 
Algiers. 

Security forces killed four 
members of the commando, 
according to the statement. 

The attack carried out at 

K an. (0800 GMT) came 
newspapers reported 
y that two people were 
killed and 12 injured in two 
separate car bombings Satur- 
day. 

One, at Tipaza, 70 
kilometres east of Algiers, 
aimed at a police hostel, kil- 
led two street deaners and 
injured 10 other people. 

The hostel was wrecked 
and several nearby buildings 


At Drean, near A1 Tarf in 
die far east of Algeria, a 
carbomb exploded outside a 
■police station, injuring two 
passers-by and damagin g the 


In a separate incident 
Saturday, ablast in the heart 
of Algiers near die central 
police station that officials 
said was caused by a gas leak, 
killed five people and injured 
10 others, according to the A1 
Mujahid and Liberte dailies 
on Sunday. The official toll 
was one dead and 11 injured. 

Several newspapers cast 
doubt on official claims that 
the blast was the result of an 
accident and suggested it bad 
been a bombing. 

Thirty fundamentalists 
were killed in several opera- 
tions, security services said 
Sunday in two separate com- 
muniques. Twenty six firo- 
damentalists were killed in 
five days, said one communi- 
que. 

In . another, security ser- 
vices said they had killed four 
members of an active cell 
after a shootout in Chief. - . 

The communique said 
weapons had been seized as 
wdLas documents detailing^ 
the activities of the group. ’ 
The communique said it was 
known to have carried out 18 
killings and several arson and 
sabotage attacks. 

The latest deaths bring to 
201 the number of fun- 
damentalists killed over the 
last month, according to offi- 
cial communiques. The num- 
ber of police IriHed has not 
been made public. 
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QUAKE IN TURKEY: Turkish Prime Minister Taxtsu Ciller on Monday comforts a 
at work in the nibbles of buildings that collapsed in an earthquake that hit the 
late Sunday (see story on page one) (. ' 


photo) 


villager watching rescue 
Turkish village of Dinar 


Craddling daughter, contented 
Arafat recalls ‘longest revolution’ 


By Donna Abo Nasr 

The Associated Press 

RELAXING HIGH 
above the Atlantic. Yas- 
ser Arafat was hardly rec- 
ognisable. 

A blue track suit re- 
placed the usual fatigues. 
Gone was the headdress 
that covers the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
■(PLO) chiefs bald pate as 
he held his two-month-old 
daughter for the first time 
and warmly kissed her 
tiny hand. 

It was a rare tender 
moment for the former 
guerrilla, whose political 
- manipulations and revolu- 
tionary fervour made his 
name nearly synonymous 
with Palestine for almost 
three decades. 

On the flight to 
Washington last week to 
sign the latest autonomy, 
accord with Israel. Mr. 
.Arafat ruminated Orchis, 
years of being shuiraedby 
the United States. Israel 
and much of the world as 
a terrorist. Now, he 
appears to be nearing his 
goal of an independent 
Palestine. 

Methodically folding 
paper tissues into perfect 
triangles as he spoke, Mr. 
Arafat said patience has 
been the key to what he 
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Yasser Arafat 

termed “the longest re- 
volution in the 20th cen- 
tury.” 

. “You have 10 be men-, 
culous and patient in ev- 
erything vou'do,” he told, 
die Associated Press as 
the military plane made 
its bumpy descent into 
Andrews Air Force Base 
outside Washington. 

People who know him 
stress other qualities too: 
a killer instinct and 
Machiavellian bent that 
have enabled Mr. Arafat 
to outlast rivals and sur- 
vive dozens of assassina- 


tion attempts. 

As long-time head of 
the PLO. Mr. Arafat's 
modus operand! has been 
to centralise power and 
ensure members of his im- 
mediate circle are not 
tempted to band together 
against him. 

But last Wednesday's 
flight to Washington, in 
which he was reunited 
with his family, provided 
Mr. Arafat with a brief 
chance to relax. He 
seemed ill-at-ease in re- 
pose. 

After shaking hands' 
with everyone aboard the 
plane provided by Moroc- 
co's King Hassan, he 
changed out of his revolu- 
tionary garb and settled 
on a blue blanket draped 
over three seats. 

Moments later, an aide 
brought over his daughter 
Zahwa. who he had seen 
onlyonce'before — for 15 
minutes after, her July. 24 
birth in Paris. . 

There was no express- 
ion on Mr. Arafat's face 
as he studied the child — 
whom his wife. Soha. 
proudly describes as simi- 
lar to Mr. Arafat in both 
looks and fiery spirit. 

Then, in a rare display 
of affection, Mr. Arafat 
took hold of her tiny hand 
and kissed it. 




, ... 




mm.. 

mm wm 





....... * Y 


Austrian Airlines have, to date, offered the very best connections between 
Amman and many cities in both West and Eastern Europe. These connections 
have now been improved further. Take a flight at 15:50 from Amman to Vienna 
and you can still arrive in one of over 20 European cities the same evening. 


Aransas - Vienna Mon, Sat 


Vienna - Aranas Mon. Sat 


dep. 

air. 

15:50 

19:05 

dep. 

arr. 

10:10 

15:00 


^ Welcome To 


Officials fail to convince 
UAE family to abandon 
can for maid’s execution 

ABU DHABI (R)-Offi- 

oals have med but : failed to she * executed, 

persuade the family of Ralabaean is pardoned 

man killed by Filipma mm sentence is reduced we 

Sarah Balabagan to drop case io the 

their demand for her execu- wH tak . . 


Beirut 

judge 

to question 

hardline 

Palestinian 

leader 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese 
authorities will question a 
Palestinian guerrilla chief* ac- 
cused of threatening to kill a 
government minister who he 
said described Palestinians as 
“human garbage.” judicial 
sources said on Monday. 

They said investigating 
Judge Abdullah Bitar issued 
a warrant ordering Colonel 
Munir A1 Maqdah ."head of a 
small Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) splinter 
faction opposed to the PLO- 
Israeli peace deal, to appear 
before him on Wednesday for 
questioning. 

The official National News 
Agency (NNA) said - on 
Saturday a Beirut prosecutor 
charged Col. Maqdah with 
threatening to kill Tourism 
Minister Nichola Fattoush 
and slandering Interior 
Minister Michel A1 Murr. 

During a news conference 
at ‘Ain A1 Hilweh refugee 
camp in South Lebanon Fast 
Thursday Col. Maqdah told 
reporters: “We will not allow 
to live for 24 hours the one 
who calls our Palestinian peo- 
ple garbage.” 

But on Monday. Col. Ma- 
qdah said he had been mis- 
quoted. 

"What I meant by my 
words is not a threat to one of 
the ministers to kill him as 
was attributed to me. but if 
the Palestinian people are 
garbage like the tourism 
minister said then he would 
have died himself from this 

g irbaee within 24 hours.” 
ol. Maqdah said in a state- 
ment published by Beirut 
dailies. 

Earlier, several Lebanese 
newspapers quoted Mr. Fat- 
toush as calling Palestinians 
“human garbage.” Mr. Fat- 
toush denied the reports. 

Col. Maqdah was also ac- 
cused of slandering Mr. Murr 
by saying he was a "traitor”, 
like Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi who has threatened 
to deport thousands of 
Palestinians from Libya. 

Mr. Murr recently slapped- , 
entry restrictions oh Palesti- 1 
mans with Lebanese travel 
documents and dosed the sea 
transport route with Libya to 
■prevent expelled Palestinians 
.entering Lebanon. 


.don in exchange for blood 
money, sources close to the 
family said on Monday. 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) officials recently 
approached the family of 
Almas Mohammad A1 
Balousbi at their home in the 
town of Al ’Ain and 
made the offer, the sources 
told Reuters. 

“The officials asked them 
about blood money and 
offered to pay it,” one 
source, who asked to remain 
anonymous, said. 

Baloushi’s son Faraj, who 
represents the family in 
court, on Monday reiterated 
they would never back down 
on their demand for the 
death sentence to be carried 
out. 

“Why should we ever 
accept blood money instead 
of the death sentence? She 
confessed to the killing and 
die should be executed,” he 
said. 

The blood money offer was 
the first sign that the govern- 
ment was seeking a recon- 
ciliation formula with the 
family in accordance with 
Islamic law. 

An Islamic court in Al 'Ain 
on Sept. 16 sentenced Ms. Bala- 
bagan to death for the pre- 
meditated murder of 
Baloushi, her UAE em- 
ployer. 

It rejected her claim that 
she stabbed him 34 times in 
self-defence after wrestling 
his knife away during a rape. 

Baioushi's family had repe- 
atedly demanded the death 
sentence throughout Ms. 
Balabagan’s trial, saying she 
stabbed Him while he was 
praying. 

They still have the option 
of accepting blood money in- 
stead of the death sentence. 


government.” said Faraj Al 
Baloushi. 

If blood money is eventual- 
ly accepted, the court will 
have to decide whether she 
will still have to serve a jail 
term. 

The Balabagan case has 
stined passions in the Philip- 
pines, reigniting furore that 
swept the country in March 
after another maid was 
hanged in Singapore for dou- 
ble murder. 

Ms. Balabagan's parents 
and her sister are due to 
arrive in the UAE on Tues- 
day with a joint affidavit from 
the maid's hometown to show 
she was born on March 3. 
1979. The UAE says she is 
27, based on documents the 
Philippines says were forged. 

Philippines embassy offi- 
cials. under pressure to save 
Ms. Balabagan from execu- 
tion, have eased diplomatic 
efforts to save her and are 
relying on defence lawyers 
who will begin her appeal 
next Monday. 

“We have slowed down 
our diplomatic thrust to allow 
the case to be handled in the. 
courts," one embassy official 
said. 

UAE President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan ordered a retrial af- 
ter the same Al ’Ain court 
convicted Ms. Balabagan of 
manslaughter and sentenced 
her to seven years imprison: 
ment. It also concluded she 
had been raped and awarded 
her compensation. 

Both sides had appealed 
against the first court’s ver- 
dict. 

The UAE federal supreme 
court must endorse a death 
sentence and Sheikh Zayed 
must approve any execution. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Vanunu goes on hunger strike 

TEL AVIV f AFP) Jailed nuclear technician Mordechai 
Vanunu who revealed secrets an Israel's atomic arsenal is 
on hunger strike against being held in solitary confinement, 
his support committee announced Monday. “It's been 
almost two years that Mordechai Vanunu is asking to be 
held in more humane conditions. So he started a hunger 
strike on Sunday.” said committee member Guideon Spiro. 
Mr. Vanunu. held in isolation since 19S6. wants the right to 
receive visitors at Ashkelon prison in southern Israel, to be 
able to take his daily walk with other prisoners and for his 
mail not to be censored. Mr. Spiro said dozens of peace 
activists demonstrated on Saturday in front of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's house to demand' the release of 
40-year-old Vanunu. The supreme court is considering his 
appeal to be set free. He was kidnapped in Rome on Sept. 
30. 1986, by agents of the Israeli secret service Mossad for 
revealing secrets on the state's nuclear arsenal to the 
British newspaper. The Sunday Times. Mr. Vanunu is 
serving an 18-year sentence for espionage and high treason. 

Iran arrests 32 for deadly stoning attacks 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian authorities have arrested 32 
people for deadly stone-throwing attacks on trains around 
Tehran’s main railroad station, the Islamic republic’s 
state-run television network reported. It quoted the state- 
owned rail network's public relations department as saying 
that railroad authorities will deal severely with the stone- 
throwers rounded up over the last two days. It said that a 
young man who had caused the death of a 10-year-old girl 
by throwing stones at trains on the line from Tehran to the 
• northwestern city of Tabriz had been identified and : 
arrested. 

Palestinian guerrilla killed in Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN (R) — A Palestinian faction said on 
Monday one of its guerrillas was killed in a clash on Sunday 
with Israeli forces in South Lebanon. The Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine-General Command said in a 
statement one of its fighters was killed when Israeli forces 
irl Amoun In Israel's South Lebanon occupation zone fired 
artillery shells at the guerrillas outside the strip. The 
Damascus-based group said the Israeli shelling was promp- 
ted by an attack by its fighters on an Israeli patrol using 
anti-tank rockets and machineguns. which killed or wound- 
ed a number of soldiers. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Td: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO- 

IMO Captain Planet 

14J0 M.A.N.T.I.S. 

15:00 Mountain Men 

16.-00'. Families 

17:00 

Children's Programme — Lcs 
Mends Engl ou tis 

17:30 Morlagnc 

17s5S Varieties— Taratara 

IM0 News in French 

19:15 .................. Faui Pas Rcvcr 

IWfl News Headlines 

1935 You Bet Your Life 

2 fcoe 

The Seems of Treasure Island 
2030 The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:15 Drama — True Blue 

22£9 News in English 

2235 Trade Win* (Part Hlj 

23:38 

Feature: "Operation War Zone" 

2£59 Grace Under Fire 

0(k30 Varieties 

PRAYER TIMES 

04.-09 Fajr 

05^6 (Suaritd Data 

11*25 Dhuhr 

14:47 'Asr 

17:24 Maghreb 

1&4I "lsba 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swcffiefc. Tel. 810740 


AssembOes of God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Aimundafloo Td. 
637440. 

De la SaBe Church Tel. 661757 
Temsaocta Church Td: 622366 
Church of the AnBimciathm Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 6S2826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Td. 
771331. 

A rm e nian Orthodox Church Tel. 
77S261. 

St Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 

A mm an ItfcnnUosal Church Td. 

652526. 

ErangeHcul Lutheran Church Td: 

824328. 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Co agi cn adu n Td. 684195 
The Church of Jens Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nazarae Td. 675691. 
The EvangrCcal Loral Church In 
Amman 
Td. 811295. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Cold weather conditions arc ex- 
pected to prevail with temperatures 
dropping further. Skies will be 
doudy to partly cloudy and win* 
westerly active with a chance of 
showers particularly -in the north- 
ern and central parts or the King- 
dom. In Aqaba, skies will be partly 
doudy. win* southerly active, and 
seas rough. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


MinTMax. temp. 

Amman*....- 15/22 

Aqaba 20/29 

Deserts 11/25 

Jordan Valley 18/28 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 26. Aqaba 35. Humidity 
readings: Amman 57 per cent. 
Aqaba 35 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhlcs HaJasah 819220 

Dr. Faycz Dahbas 759155 

Dr. Arafat Al Ashhab 602507 

Dr. Mtuithcr Al Qraini 884286 

Fcidows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy .623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sbmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


IRBQh 

Dr. Faycz AlQadi 

Alquds pharmacy 


248743 

: (”) 


ZARQfe 

Dr. Failed Jaber 



Khali fch pharmacy 9854 17 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Gvil Defence Department 661111 
Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 
Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pubfic Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

• Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 66110] 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 J| 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
... . 8IS615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Informaiion .... UK-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport OR- 53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN; 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilcb Maternity. J. Amn. 

64244 1/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Sbmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcnani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584S 

AI-Muashcr Hospital 66722779 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn ... 777IOI/3 
ALBasfair. J. Ashralich 7751 1 1/26 

Amy, Mar lea 89I6JI/J5 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 686100 

Amal Hospital 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hi 
Zaiqa National 


I bn Sina Hospital 

Al Hikraa Modem Hospital 
DUUD: 

Princess Basina Hospital .... 

Greek CaiboGc Hospital 
Ihu Al Nafccs Hospital ...... 

AQABA: 

Pri n ce ss Haya Hospital 


(09)983323 

(09)900560 

(09)986732 

(09)990990 


.. 102)Z75555 
(02)272275 
..(02)347100 

..(1)3)3141 1 ] 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


UUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This informaiion is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
dep a rtm en t at the Ouccn Alia fn- 
tematkmai Airport Td. (05)53200- 
5. when; it should always be veri- 
fied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

83:10 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur(RJ) 

07:00 Damascus (RJ) 

87:45 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

09-35 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

09-JS Beirut (RJ) 

0930 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

1630 London (RJ) 

IMS Cairo (RJ) 

16:46 Frankfurt (RJ) 

1735 ... Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

0330 J: Vienna (OS) 

08:45 Cairo (MS) 

1 3.-60 Munich (YP) 

13*0 Riyadh (SV). 

13:20 Rome (AZ) 

17:45 Khartoum (SDl 

18:15 Duhai(EK) 


20:00 Aden (DY) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

22;40 Amsterdam (KL) 

. 23 :5 5 Bucharest ( RO) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

‘•5:4® Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

08:46 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

■1:10 Vienna. Frankfort (RJl 

11:15 Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

1 1:45 Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 

I2:| 5 Cairo (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

Madrid (RJ) 

JHJ"" LamacatRJj 

2k2® Jeddah (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

21t20 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (Rjj 

21:30 

Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 

Other-Rights (Terminal 2) 

•5 JO Damascus. Paris (AF) 

W=45 Cairo (MS) 

Vienna (OS) 

Sharm Al Sheikh. Munich (YP) 

14£0 Damascus (AZ) 

14J0 Riyadh (SV) 

Khartoum (SD) 

19:15 Duhai ( EK) 

21:00 Aden (DY) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

OfcS 5. Bucharest (RO) 


HI J AZ RAILWAY- 
TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 every Monday 
Air. Damascus 

5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dtp. Damascus 

7 JO a.m. every Sunday 
Air. Amman 

5:00 p.m. every Sunday 

market prices 

Uppcr/kfwcr price ia (Hs per kg- 

Apple (&V15D 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

Cabbage 200 / lf° 

Carrot 440040 

Cauliflower 321*220 

Cucumbers (large) 210/130 

Cucumbers (small) 300/230 

Eggplant 2 WV H<(L 

Garlic 7UW5t^ 

Grapes 720/500 

Guava 600/500 

Lemon 270/200 

Marrow (large) 180/ 1UU 

Marrow (small) 340/200 

Mulukhia 200/ 131 

a RD/75U 

Onion (dry) 2301 180 

Grange 500/400 

Pepper (hot) 240 / 180 

Pepper (sweet) 200 / 160 

Pomegranate 360/260 

P° ,a « 0 291V 200 

Spinach 30CV20B 

String Beans 850/650 

Tomato IUV60- 
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Home News 


Queen delivers keynote address at first 
Middle East business women’s conference 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Mon- 
day delivered the keynote 
address at the first Middle 
Hast business women’s 
conference entitled, “Going 
International: Career 

Women and Business,” 
organised by the Middle 
East Consultants (MEC) in 
London, a Royal Court 
statement said. 

The two-day conference, 
sponsored by the European 
Commission, the Arab- 
British Chamber of Com- 
merce and Royal Jordanian 
Airline, covers a variety of 
topics tanging from new 
business opportunities in a 
changing world and effec- 
tive image projection, to 
post-Beijing development 
and the media’s perception 
of women. 

The speakers at the MEC 
conference include British 
Member of Parliament 
Emma Nicholson, Chair- 
man of die Arab-British 
Chamber of Commerce Sir 
Richard Beaumont Secre- 
tary General of the Fourth 
United Nations World Con- 
ference on Women 
Gertrude Mongella, 
Egypt’s Minister of Social 
Development Dr. Amal 
O ttoman and the Jordanian 
founder of the Middle East 
Career Women Forum 
Shemrine Dajani, the state- 
ment said. 

Dining the opening cere- 
mony, former British 
Ambassador to Jordan Sir 
John Moberiy praised “the 
distinguished role of the 
Queen in directing and 
sponsoring projects and 
activities related to the 
fields of social welfere, 
mother' and child health 
> care, culture, education and 
women's development” 
saying that her role is 
“well-known - and highly. *» 
esteemed” in Jordan and : ■ 
internationally. - ; * 

In her speech, Queen 
Noor noted that ' the firsT' ,: 
Middle Eastern business 
women's conference is 
being .convened only two 
weeks after the Beijing 
conference, whose 30,000 
delegates constituted the 
largest gathering of women 
in die history of the United 
Nations, the statement said. 

The dual message of the 
Beijing conference, accord- 
ing to Queen Noor, focused 
on "the rights and dignity of 
women" as well as on "the 
rights and dignity of coun- 
tries and cultures." 

She said she hoped that 
the deliberations of the 
MEC conference will 
emphasise not only 
women's opportunities, 



rights, education, training 
and access to basic social 
and economic services but 
also called for a new global 
framework to produce a 
“mare humane and equi- 
table political and econom- 
ic foundation upon which 
to build productive and sus- 
tainable relationships.” 
According to the state- 
ment, Queen Noor 
observed that the remark- 
able advances in female 
education in the Middle 
East have significantly 
increased the number of 
business and professional 
women, whose “enhanced 
economic role has helped, 
in torn, to create new jobs 
and to boost their participa- 
tion in decision-making and 
national affairs.” 

The statement added that 
the Queen stressed that 
•Islam- has- been onoofi Jor- 
dan’s greatest allies in the 
development of numerous 
projects and initiatives to 
accelerate wotrien’s partici- 
pation in productive eco- 
nomic ventures, because it 
“recognises and protects 
women’s .property rights 
and exhorts Muslims — 
men and women alike — to 
seek education.” 

She attributed the 
progress of women in Jor- 
dan to two fundamental 
principles, equity and par- 
ticipation, which are “as 
relevant to relations 
between countries at the 
global level as they are to 
individuals at the local or 
national levels.” 

Queen Noor concluded 
her speech saying that the 
aim of such international 
gatherings is to heighten 


the participants’ awareness 
of the realities, needs, and 
aspirations of their col- 
leagues and encouraged the 
MEC participants to keep 
abreast of developments 
related to the Middle East 
and North Africa Economic 
summit in Amman, which 
will have a substantial 
impact on international 
business prospects in the 
region. 

She expressed her hope 
that the conference will 
provide Middle Eastern 
business women with 
opportunities to make an 
essential contribution to the 
global economy. 

The MEC, founded in 
1983, is a private organisa- 
tion specialising in 
strengthening economic 
and' commercial ties and 
coopefatiQri' " ' between 
Europe and the Middle 
East 

Its diverse services 
include project develop- 
ment, political and eco- 
nomic assessment, assisting 
companies’ entry to new 
markets and organising 
international conferences in 
Europe, Asia and the Mid- 
dle East on critical issues 
such as water, the future of 
gas and the role of private 
enterprises; in the United 
Nations. 

The MEC is planning to 
hold the sequel to the busi- 
ness women’s conference 
in Amman next year and to 
launch a forum for career 
women around the globe. 


Regent 

(Continued from page 12) 

teachers' abilities and the 
educational process is a must 
so that Arabs can meet the 
requirements and the chal- 
lenges of the coming 21st 
century.” 

“Isolationism and close- 
ness to the outside world and 
sectarian and ethnic consid- 
erations are elements for re- 
trogression that should be 
shunned as they would never 
help the Arab World to prog- 
ress,” the Regent warned.- 

“Adaptation with the re- 
quirements of the modern 
age and development of 
education and teachers' capa- 
bilities are essential elements 
for improving social condi- 
tions and dealing with such 
issues as poverty and unem- 
ployment of different sorts." 
said the Prince, who stressed 
the need for linking educa- 


tion with the requirements of 
local labour markets. 

The Regent said that no 
changes or reforms were 
possible if the whole task of 
reform was shouldered by the 
government. He said that re- 
form and changes should 
start from the base and 
through the efforts of 
teachers and educators. 

University of Jordan Presi- 
dent Fawzi Gharaibeh 
addressed the opening ses- 
sion. underlining the import- 
ance of the pan- Arab confer- 
ence as a means for exploring 
the future requirements of 
education. 

In the first working ses- 
sion, Prince Hassan and the 
audience listened to a lecture 
by Minister of Education 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh enti- 
tled “The Challenges of Arab 
Education in . the Coming 
Century.” . 

The Regent also took part 
in the - subsequent dialogue 


over the 'different points of 
the lecture, which focused 
attention on the central role 
of teachers in education. 

Prince Hassan also pre- 
sented certificates to veteran 
educationists in the Arab 
World in recognition of their 
efforts to develop the educa- 
tional systems of their coun- 
tries. 

Later on Monday, the Re- 
gent chaired a meeting at the 
Higher Council for Science 
and Technology (HCST) on 
topics related to the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) conference to be 
held here later this month. 

Present at the meeting 
were His Royal Highness 
Prince Talal Ben Moham- 
mad, His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's military secretary, 
acting Prime Minister Abdul 
Raouf Rawabdeh and other 
officials including the. minis- 
ter of information and other 
Cabinet members. 



SEMINAR 

‘ M The Art of Photography" by critic 
Adrian Hussein at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Culture and Arts, Gardens 
Street at 6.30 pm. 

FAIR 

* Display of Algerian products at Amman 
International Exhibit at Maij A1 Hamam 

(11:00 ajtt. -8:00 p.m.) 


EXHIBITIONS 

"Photography exhibition "Islam in Spain" 
at Institute Cervantes, Jabal Amman 
"Abstract art by the Syrian artist Moham- 
mad Daghestani at the Phoenix Gallery- 

* Jordanian-Syri an-Turkish products at 
King Abdullah Gardens, A1 Bassam Halt 

* Works by Lamia Abdel Sahib and Samer 
Ousama entitled "Aux Sources Orien tales 
de la Fontaine," at the French Cultural 
Centre. 
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Visiting Bundestag official says Germany 
fully backs Middle East peace process 


Deputy Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament Abdul Hadi Majali and House Foreign Affairs Commitee Chair- 
man Abdallah Ensour Monday meet with visiting Vice President of the German Parliament Hans Klein and an 
accompanying partiamenary delegation (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — Visit- 
ing Vice President of the 
Goman Parliament (Bun- 
destag) Hans Klein, who 
Monday met with Jordan- 
ian pamamentariaos to 
discuss Middle East peace 
and bilateral relations, said 
that Germany fully backs 
the peace process. 

The Middle East peace 
process should be backed 
by all available means so 
that it can achieve a just and 
comprehensive settlement, 
said Ml Klein adding that 
one should have an opti- 
mistic view on the peace 
era. 

Voicing appreciation of 
the Jordanian government 
and people’s efforts towards 
peace and development. 
Ml Klein, who is accompa- 
nied by a representative 
delegation of all political 
streams in the Bundestag, 
said Jor danians are unique 
among the other people of 
the region because of their 
high standard of education. 

Mr. Klein, who arrived in 
Amman Sunday evening 
for a six-day visit, said Ger- 
many appreciates the role 
of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein in promoting democ- 
tratic life in Jordan and in 
seeking a just and durable 
peace adding that his coun- 
try would offer all that it 
can to back tbe Kingdom's 
endeavours for peace. 

Mr Klein met with Speak- 
er of tbe Upper House of 
Parliament Ahmad Lawzi, 
who voiced Jordan's appre- 


ciation of German assitance 
to the Kingdom in all fields. 

Ml Lawzi reviewed with 
Mr Klein the ongoing peace 
process and JordaniathGer- 
man relations. 

At a meeting with Chair- 
man of the Lower House of 


Parliament's Foreign 
Affairs Committee Abdul- 
lah Ensour, the two parlia- 
mentarians discussed the 
peace process. 

Dr Ensour urged Ger- 
many and the other Euro- 
pean countries to support 


the peace process and help 
end the disparities in the 
standard of living between 
the people of Israel and the 
Arab people around the 
Jewish state. 

Ml Klein and his delega- 
tion met also with Abdul 


Hadi Majali, deputy speak- 
er of House, to review Jor- 
danian parliamentary life 
and to learn about the coun- 
try's democratic march. 

Speaker Sa'ad Hayel 
Srour is on an official visit 
to Moscow. 



Princess Basma announces establishment of 


women’s committee for southern Jordan Valley 


GHORS AH (Petra) — Her . 
Royal Mghness . Princess 
Basffia Monday.', visited 
Ghor Safi in tbe southern 
part of tbe country ‘and 
announced the establish- 
ment of a women's commit- 
tee for the southern Jordan 
Valley region. 

Speaking at a meeting 
with representatives of 
women’s unions and local 
officials, the Princess said 
tbe committee will organise 
and promote tbe potentials 
of local women and 
increase their participation 
in public life. 

Referring to municipal 
councils which group 
women members, the 
Princess said she takes 
pride in their efforts to 
serve their local communi- 
ties 

There is a need to pursuer 
these efforts to ensure the 
success of the Jordanian 


women's, experiment in the 
councils' activities . and 
women's' work alongside 
men, especially in helping 
to improve the conditions 
of rural communities, said 
Princess Basma. 

She discussed Jordanian 
women's participation in 
the World Conference on 
Women held recently in 
Beijing and said that they 
were active in the various 
workshops and general 
meetings. Princess Basma 
added that the women dis- 
played deep self-confi- 
dence and genuine interest 
in helping to improve the 
women's status. 

The Princess later took 
part in an open dialogue 
about rural women's needs. 

Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and tbe Envi- 
ronment Nader Thuheirat 
and other officials were 
present at the meeting . 



Her Royal Highness Princess Basma Monday discusses promoting the potential of 
women in public life at a meeting with local officials in Ghor Safi (Petra photo) 


Meeting focuses on water consumption safety, 
protection of sustainable ecosystem 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Water and Irrigation 
Saleh Irsheidat Monday 
opened a four-day meeting 
on water management by 
calling for regional cooper- 
ation in water shortages. 

Regional cooperation is 
the only way to assist coun- 
tries with short water sup- 
plies, Ml Irsbeidat said. 

Cooperation also helps to 
minimise tensions over 
water in tbe region, the 
minister said in his address 
to the Expen Group Meet- 
ing on the Implications of 
Agenda 21 for Integrated 
Water Management in tbe 
Economic and Social Com- 
mission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA) region. 


Agenda 21 is in reference 
to the agenda of the next 
century. 

Jordan is woddng hard to 
implement the water agree- 
ment of the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty, the 
minister said. 

He added that the joint 
water committee has been 
working on provisions con- 
tained in the water agree- 
ments starting with the 
South Tiberias- King Abdul- 
lah canal pipeline. 

On the national level, 
there are many activities in 
the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation that need to be 
implemented such as the 
establishment of a national 
water policy, updating the 


water master plan and car- 
rying out a conservation 
and national public aware- 
ness campaign, Mr. Irshei- 
dat said. 

ESCWA Executive Secre- 
tary Hazem Belbawi 
■addressed the opening ses- 
sion to say that the meeting 
was dedicated to discussing 
issues which deal with the 
quality and supply of fresh 
water and the management 
and use of water resources. 

Tbe general purpose of 
the meeting, be said, is to 
provide safe water to the 
population while ensuring 
the sustainable efficiency of 
the hydrological, biological 
and chemical factors of the 
natural ecosystem. 


ESCWA secretariat has 
prepared three woddng 
papers on the assessment 
ana control of water quali- 
ty, with special emphasis on 
the problems of (he increas- 
ing salinity of groundwater, 
according to Mr. Belbawi. 

Habib Hibr, representa- 
tive of the United Nations 
Environment Programme 
(UNEP) which organised 
the meeting with ESCWA, 
said delegates will concen- 
trate their discussions on 
the concept of integrated 
management of water 
resources and on preparing 
integrated plans suitable for 
each of the countries in the 
region. 

According to an ESCWA 


statement tbe meeting will 
also review progress in the 
planning, development and 
management of water 
resources and ways of 
attaining optimal use of 
available water resources. 

The meeting aims to dis- 
seminate detailed informa- 
tion on Agenda 21 and on 
issues which focus on 
freshwater resources, the 
statement said. 

Participating in the meet- 
ing are government-desig- 
nated delegates from 12 
countries in Western Asia 
along with' UN specialists 
on water affairs. 


Ministry seeks international assistance in waste disposal 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources is seek- 
ing international assistance 
from oil-producing coun- 
tries to help it dispose of 
waste residues resulting 
from the burning of oil at 
the Zarka refinery, accord- 
ing to its minister, Samih 
Darwazeh. 

Speaking Monday upon 
his return to Amman after 


attending a conference on 
energy held in Venezuela, 
Mr. Darwazeh said the min- 
istry is seeking assistance 
in a bid to protect the coun- 
try from pollution. 

He said discussions on 
this issue were held with 
ministers attending the 
four-day conference that 
ended on Sept. 28. 

Ministers responsible for 
energy and oil from more 


than 40 countries taking 
part in the meeting dis- 
cussed the issue of sulphur 
disposal and nitrogen oxide 
waste and their adverse 
effects on the environment. 

Delegates representing 
both oil-producing and oil- 
consuming countries dis- 
cussed means of utilising 
modem technology to deal 
with this problem, Mr. Dar- 
wazeh said. 


During the conference the 
minister discussed the sup- 
plies of liquefied gas to Jor- 
dan from Qatar with that 
country's oil minister. 

The Qatari minister said 
that his government is still 
conducting studies in coop- 
eration with an American 
company on the best means 
of supplying Jordan with 
the liquefied gas, Mr. Dar- 
wazeh said. 


Talks were also held with 
the Algerian oil minister 
focusing on bilateral coop- 
eration in gas and oil relat- 
ed affairs, according the 
minister. 

Mr. Darwazeh said he 
also met with the Saudi oil 
minister and discussed 
Saudi gas supplies to Jor- 
dan but declined to give 
further details. 
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Colombo mounts big offensive against rebels 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Heavy hand-to-hand battles 
raged in northern Sri T-anka 
Monday as the military 
launched a major offensive 
against Tamil rebels, losing 
at least 12 soldiers in the 
initial fighting, defence offi- 
cials said. 

Thousands of soldiers 
from the Paialy military 
complex in the Jaffna penin- 
sula advanced towards posi- 
tions of the separatist 
Liberatio n Tig ers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), who were 
providing stiff resistance, 
said military spokesman 
Sarath Munasioghe. 

Defence sources said at 
least 12 soldiers were killed 
and about 50 to 60 troopers 


wounded- Most of the army 
casualties were caused by 
mortar bombs fired by the 
LITE, defence sources said, 
adding the military offen- 
sive was aimed at taking out 
the rebel gun positions, 
which had been used in 
recent weeks to attack the 
airfield at Paialy. 

The- rebels’ clandestine 
radio, the Voice of Tigers, 
said six civilians were killed 
and 53 wounded in the army 
action but this could not be 
independently confirmed. It 
said no rebels had been 
killed. 

The offensive began 
Sunday and troops had 
reached AtchchuveU to the 
southeast of Paialy. 


‘Troops are now dominat- 
ing in AtchchuveU which 
they re-took from the terror- 
ists. There are lot of terrorist 
casualties and we are in the 
process of takin g stock 
now,” a defe nce source said. 

The LTTE said that 5,000 
ground troops were 
involved in die army's 
advance and claimed that 
thousands of civilians were 
fleeing the battle zone and 
seeking refuge in the west- 
ern part of the peninsula. 

“Aerial and artillery bom- 
bardments are being exten- 
sively used to pave the way 
for the g round troops to 
advance... LITE fighters are 
giving stiff resistance in 
order to halt the military 


advance,” the LTTE said in 
a separate statement issued 
from its London office 
Monday. 

An offensive in Jaffna had 
been expected before the 
onset of monsoon rains 
which make prolonged 
fighting more difficult for 
both sides. 

Heavy rains prevent the 
use of Tnain battle tanks on 
muddy terrain but also make 
the crude locally-made anti- 
personnel mines ineffective 
when water gets into the 
battery operated triggering 
devices. 

The Voice of Tigers said 
the army had some 35,000 
soldiers stationed inside the 
sprawling Paialy military 


complex to mount an even 
bigger offensive before the 
end of the yea l 

The Tiger remarks came 
as Deputy Defence Minister 
Anuruddha Rarwarte told a 
meeting with the Buddhist 
clergy Sunday that the war 
with the Tamil Tigers would 
be fought to a finish within 
three months. 

The Tamil Tigers are lead- 
ing a protracted campaign 
for an independent home- 
land for the island’s Tamil 
minority concentrated in the 
northern and eastern 
regions. More than 50,000 
people have died in the 23- 
year-old conflict 


Hundreds of Kashmir rebels die in factional fighting 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP) 
— Hundreds of Muslim 
guerrillas have died in 
Kashmir in internecine 
clashes, and the scores of 
heavily aimed rebel groups 
continue to battle it out for 


supremacy. 

Heavily-armed guerilla 
groups frequently train their 
guns on each other, and vir- 
tually every one of the 
dozens of militant groups 
has suffered splits since a 
Muslim insurgency erupted 
in the northern Indian state 
in 1989. 


It is a development which 
immensely pleases foe 
Indian authorities, who 
have deployed tens of thou- 
sands of army and paramili- 
tary troops to fight militants 
New Delhi claims are 
armed and trained by neigh- 
bouring Pakistan. 

Kashmir’s leading pro- 
independence group, foe 
J amm u and Kas hmir 
Liberation. Front (JKLF), 
broke up lak month after its 
Srinagar-based President 


Yasin Malik and Pakistan- 
based Chairman Amamillah 
Khan expelled each other. 

The military commanders 
of the rival JKLF factions 
immediately denounced 
each other as Indian agents. 

The emergence of rene- 
gade militant leader Kuka 
Parray, who is dubbed an 
Indian stooge by other 
Muslim separatist groups, 
as a force to reckon with in 
recent months has further 
complicated the situation in 
Kashmir. 

“All militant outfits are 
concerned about the present 
situation,” said Ali Shah 
Geelani, chairman of foe 
Jamiat-E-Islami, whose 
military arm. the Hizbul 
Mujahedeen, is Kashmir’s 
do minan t guerrilla group. 

“(The factional fighting) 
is a matter of concern ” he 
said. Muslim sources blame 
the Hizb for most of the 
internecine battles, which 
have claimed the lives of an 
estimated 900 militants 
since 1989. 

A Muslim leader said on 


condition of anonymity that 
207 guerrillas were killed in 
factional fighting in 1993, 
311 in 1994 and 165 so far 
this year. 

The Hizbul Mujahedeen 
and the JKLF were locked 
in fierce gunbatdes in 1992 
and 1993 in Srinagar and all 
over foe Kashmir Valley, 
and the former eventually 
came out on top. The Hizb 
has also attacked almost all 
other groups, in particular 
. the Muslim Mujahedeen 
and Ikhwan-Ul-Muslimoon. 

Most clashes have been 
Sparked by ideological and 
personality differences. 

The JKLF favours inde- 
pendence for Kashmir, 
which is held by both India 
and Pakistan, while the 
Hizb and most other mili- 
tant groups want Indian 
Kashmir to merge with 
Pakistan. 

Jamiat’s Geelani dis- 
missed charges that the 
Hizb had sparked factional 
feuds. “The Hizb has not 
initiated any of the fight- 
ing,” he said. “When other 


groups attack it, foe Hizb is 
compelled to retaliate.” 

Me. Parray, 47, wbo beads 
the Ikhwan-Ul-Muslimoon 
group and has his headquar- 
ters at Hajin, some 40 kilo- 
metres from Srinagar, has 
vowed to finish off foe 
Hizb. 

Indian officials say one 
reason a large number of 
Islamic mercenaries, mainly 
Afghans, were crossing into 
Kashmir from Pakistan was 
because local militan ts had 
become weak due to 
internecine clashes and the 
pressure exerted by Indian 
troops. 

A Kashmir official said 
foe factional fighting was 
nothing surprising. 

“This was a natural thing 
to happen considering the 
number of (militant) groups 
here ” said Kashmir govern- 
ment spokesman Kolbushan 
Jindiyal. “some want to join 
Pakistan, some want com- 
plete independence. 

“What else could one 
expea?" 


Shevardnadze tightens grip on power in Georgia 


TBILISI - (AFP) — 
Georgian leader Eduard 
Shevardnadze has tightened 
his grip on power this week 
in foe runup to November 
presidential elections by 
effectively eliminating two 
of foe three competing 
armed organisations. 

The former balance of 
power in Georgia, between 
the police, the ex-KGB and 
the Mkhedrioni, a paramili- 
tary organisation that had 
semi-official status as the 
“rescue corps," is now 
ended. 

In a dramatic address 
Sunday, Mr. Shevardnadze 
accusal foe Mkhedrioni and 
foe ex-KGB of harbouring a 
clique of coup plotters 
responsible for a wave of 
assassinations that culmi- 
nated with a failed car bomb 
attack on Mr. Shevardnadze 
himself on Aug. 29. 

A warrant has been made 
out for the arrest of Igor 
Giorgadze. the former chief 
of the ex-KGB, now 
accused of masterminding 
the plot. And Mr. 
Shevardnadze branded the 
rescue corps a “refuge for 
c riminal elements” and 


ordered it disbanded. 

The person who appears 
to have profited most from 
the campaign is Internal 
Affairs Minister Shota 
Kviraya, who has authority 
over foe regular police. 

With his rivals eliminated, 
Mr. Kviraya has emerged 
uncontested as Georgia’s 
most powerful minister. 

Me Shevardnadze appears 
convinced of Me Kviraya ’ s 
loyalty, although opponents 
call .the police chief ruth- 
less. 

The Mkhedrioni boss, 
Dzhaba Iosseliani publicly 
accused Mr. Kviraya of per- 
sonally carrying out the bat- 
. tlefield execution of six 
looters during foe 1993 war 
with separatists in 
Abkhazia. Western journal- 
ists who say they were pre- 
sent at that incident claim 
they had their videotape 
confiscated. 

In the days after the 
August bombing attack, the 
internal affairs minister was 
constantly seen by Mr. 
Shevardnadze’s ride. 

In Mr. Shevardnadze’s 
speech Sunday denouncing 
the ex-KGB and the rescue 


corps, he said the Internal 
Affairs Ministry deserved 
“special credit for exposing 
these notorious acts.” 

Mr. Shevardnadze himself 
ran Georgia’s Internal 
Affairs Ministry in foe 
1970’s before becoming the 
Communist Party boss of 
foe then Soviet Republic of 
Georgia and seems comfort- 
able placing power in foe 
hands of that ministry's reg- 
ular police. 

The security service, as 
the ex-KGB is known, was 
crippled by top-level arrests 
in the weeks following the 
August attack, but foe 
charges against Mr. 
Giorgadze now seem to 
make the downfall of its 
leadership complete. 

Mr. Giorgadze, is believed 
to be in Moscow, where he 
fled shortly after being dis- 
missed following the 
August attack. 

Mr. Shevardnadze said 
Sunday that Moscow prose- 
cutors have promised to 
extradite Mr. Giorgadze if 
he is found. 

The sudden fall of the ex- 
KGB leaders has been 
matched by the fall of the 


Mkhedrioni, who were once 
no less feared. 

Mr. Iosseliani was the 
most powerful member of 
the coalition of warlords 
that installed Mr. 
Shevardnadze in power in 
199Z In the years that fol- 
lowed, Mr. Shevardnadze 
allowed the Mkhedrioni to 
set up as the de facto author- 
ity in local governments 
across the republic. 

But earlier this year Mr. 
Shevardnadze began to 
strengthen the Internal 
Affairs Ministry presence in 
the provinces. In April he 
ordered the Mkhedrioni dis- 
armed. 

Since the August bomb- 
ing, foe Mkhedrioni have 
also been battered by arrests 
of their top level people, 
and Me Iosseliani was 
forced to abandon his presi- 
dential bid. 

Me IoSseliani himself, 
however, has not been 
charged with any wrongdo- 
ing, although drugs and 
weapons were found in his 
office following the August 
attack. 


Murayama faces strident attack in parliament 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s 
opposition Monday stepped 
up demands for Prime 
Minister Tomiichi 

Murayama’s resignation 
over what it called poor 
election results for his 
Socialist Party and foe gov- 
ernment’s inept handling of 
the economy. 

“Japan's citizens have 
made a clear expression of 
no confidence in the 
murayama adminis tration." 
opposition leader Tsutomu 
Hata told parliament. 

“The right way to take 
responsibility is to quit,” 
said Mr. Ham, Mr. 
Murayama’s predecessor as 
prime minister and a senior 
leader of 'the opposition 
Shinshinto (New Frontier 
Party). 

But Mr. Murayama vowed 
to stay at the helm of what 
he last week christened the 
“government of economic 
recovery”. 

“We will continue to 
maintain foe coalition and 
implement reform and 
responsible politics,” Mr. 
Murayama told parliament 
in answer to the criticism. 

Mr. Murayama’s coalition 


of Socialists, the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) 
and the Sakigake party 
retains a majority in both 
houses of parliament — 
even though the electorate 
dealt each of the parties an 
embarrassing blow in last 
July’s upper bouse polls. 

Me Hata’s attack on the 
government opened the par- 
liamentary . question-and- 
answer session at the start 
of a 46-day extraordinary 
diet session. 

The focus of the session is 
a five trillion Yen ($50 bil- 
lion) supplementary budget, 
the largest extra budget to 
be submitted in Japan’s par- 
liament. 

The budget forms part of a 
14.2 trillion Yen ($142 bil- 
lion) package of economic 
measures Murayama 
unveiled earlier this month, 
which includes additional 
public works spending and 
funds for infrastructure and 
research in new industries. 

In addition to blasting 
murayama’s 15-monfo-old 
government for clinging to 
power. Mr. Hata faulted the 
administration for taking 
only half-measures on the 


economy. 

“Government economic 
measures stop at mere treat- 
ments,” be 'said, echoing 
economists* criticism that 
Me Moray aim's wobbly 
coalition has not taken the 
drastic reform measures 
necessary to cure Japan’s 
economic ills. 

Mr. Hata called for bolder 
steps to deal with financial 
institutions’ bad loans and 
more efforts to overhaul the 
tax system and 'em govern- 
ment red tape. 

By stressing tax reform 
and deregulation, 

Shinshinto is seeking to 
seize the high ground on 
reform steps that experts 
say are necessary for Japan 
to end its prolonged reces- 
sion but which the ruling 
coalition is bitterly divided 
over 

But there are also internal 
divisions within Shinshinto 
over the -issue and that 
makes die 10-month-old 
conservative opposition 
body vulnerable. 

Even if the opposition and 
ruling camps cooperate on 
economic policy, analysts 
expect the two sides to 


come to blows over the 
administration’s proposed 
bQl to tighten government 
control on religious groups. 

The bills were ostensibly 
drafted in response to the 
fatal gassings, kidnappings 
and other cr imin al ’acts 
allegedly committed by foe 
doomsday Aum S hinn Kyo 
(Supreme Truth Sect). 

But S hinshint n leaders say 
foe LDP-inspired bill is an 
underhand attemp t to reign 
in the -lay Buddhist group 
Soka Gakkai. whose nation- 
wide network supports the 
opposition. “Moves to 
revise the religious organi- 
sation law are extremely 
political and come from 
extremely impure motives,” 
said Mr. Hata. 

Also looming as an explo- 
sive issue is debate over the 
U-S.-Japan security rela- 
tionship amid mounting 
public anger over the rape 
last month of a young 
Okinawan schoolgirl, 
allegedly by U.S. service- 
men stationed on the south- 
ern Japanese island. 


Burmese 


envoy says 
talks with 
Suu Kyi 
not needed 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
The Burmese ambas- 
sador to T hailan d said 
talks on political 
reforms between 
Burma’s military gov- 
ernment and dissident 
democratic leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi were 
unnecessary, a local 
newspaper said Monday. 

The government's 
National Convention 
was formed for foe pur- 
pose of drafting a new 
constitution and would 
have sole responsibility 
for political reform. 
Ambassador Tin Winn 
told the Bangkok Post. 

“As the process is 
going very smoothly, we 
don’t need dialogue with 
anybody." he was cited 
as saying.. Embassy offi- 
cials said the interview 
had taken place but they 
could not immediately 
confirm what had been 
discussed. 

The junta’s first secre- 
tary, lieutenant General 
Klin Nyunt, last month 
told U.S. Ambassador to 
the United Nations 
Madeleine Albright that 
talks with Ms. Suu Kyi, 
released from almost six 
years of house arrest in 
July, were being consid- 
ered. 

Gen. Khin Nyunt has 
accepted an invitation 
from the Thai embassy 
in Rangoon to pay an 
official visit to Thailand, 
but foe trip has not yet 
been scheduled, 

Burmese embassy offi- 
cials said. 

The National 

Convention would 
resume deliberations on 
Oct 24, the Burmese 
embassy said. 

Opposition leaders have 
said that those voicing 
alternatives to the draft 
constitution are sup- 
pressed both inside and 
outside foe convention. 

Qualified civilians 
would be eligible to 
serve as the next presi- 
dent but the military 
would hold one of two 
vice-presidential posts 
even though it did not 
have a party, Me Tin 
Wirm told foe Bangkok 
Post 

“It is not true that the 
president must have a 
military background, but 
must have military 
knowledge,” because 
the country needed a 
strong government to 
unite 155 minority 
groups, the newspaper 
cited him as saying. 

Under the draft consti- 
tution, marriage to a for- 
eigner disqualifies a 
Burmese dtraen from 
serving as president, 
eliminating from con- 
tention Ms. Suu Kyi, 
whose National League 
for Democracy (NLD) 
swept nationwide elec- 
tions in 1990. 

The ruling State Law 
and Order Restoration 
Council refused to 
recognise the results and 
hand over power- until a 
new constitution ensur- 
ing a role for the mili- 
tary in politics was in 
place. Most of the NLD 
leadership was arrested. 



Bangladesh Prime Minister Khaleda Zia (left) distrib- 
utes cooked rice to a group of flood victims during an 
unscheduled visit to some of the flood shelters in worst- 
hit northern Dinajpur district (AFP photo) 


Bangladesh troops deployed 
as floods kill more than 100 


DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) 
— Troops were deployed in 
Bangladesh to rescue mil- 
lions of people trapped by 
floods that have killed more 
than 100 people in the last 
five days, newspapers said 
Monday. 

At least 20 deaths were 
reported by Sangbad news- 
paper which quoted resi- 
dents of the innundated vil- 
lages and towns. 

But the government said 
they could confirm only 17 
deaths since Wednesday. 
Wide gaps between official 
and newspaper figures are 
common in Bangladesh, 
where the government is 
slow in releasing number of 
fatalities. 

The floods in foe northern 
districts, caused by heavy 
rains, have affected more 
than 3 million people, said 
Harun AI Rashid, the junior 
minister for disaster and 
relief. One-third of them 
were trapped in their flood- 
ed homes, unable to move 
to safer places, he said in an 
interview. 

Troops in speed boats will 
try to ferry foe hardest-hit 
villagers to safer places, he 


said. 

The military was called in 
after Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia visited the 
flood-affected areas, 190 
kilometres north of Dhaka 
Sunday. 

Road links between foe 
capital, Dhaka, and at least 
nine worst-affected districts 
have been cut off' because 
swirling flood waters 
washed away several high- 
way bridges, the Bengali- 
language Janakantha news- 
paper said. 

Some parts of 
Gainbandha, Naogaon and 
Santahar districts went 
under up to one metre of 
water and many residents 
fled and took shelter on foe 
highways and atop flood 
embankments. 

Angered by slow supply 
of relief material, like food 
and medicines, about 500 
people attacked and ran- 
sacked a government office 
in Dinajpur distria Sunday, 
Janakantha newspaper said. 

This is foe third spate of 
floods in northern 
Bangladesh this year. More 
than 200 people were killed 
in foe earlier floods. 


Philippine storm kills 
100, scores missing 


SAN FERNANDO, 
Philippines (R) — At least 
100 people were killed and 
100 others missing after 
tropical stonn Sybil bat- 
tered the Philippines, 
swamping towns and trig- 
gering mudflows and land- 
slides, rescuers said 

Monday. 

Relief officials said they 
feared the death toll would 
rise once reports were 
received from areas cut off 
from the capital Manila by 
a breakdown in power and 
communications. 

Hardest hit was the 
northern town of 
Cabal antian in Pampanga 
province, where more than 
50 people died after the 
storm ravaged it with 
floods and mudflows as 
high as six metres at the 
weekend,' a local official 
said. 

The dead included two 
members of a seven-man 
rescue team swamped by 
mud falls Sunday night 
while trying to help fami- 
lies stranded on the roofs 
of their houses, he said. 
The five other rescue team 
members are among the 
missing. 

Another 18 people were 
crushed to death by land- 
slides in the mountainous 
Ifugao province further 
north, rescuers said. 

More than 30 others were 
killed elsewhere in the 
country, including IS 
whose houses were buried 
in landslides in the remote 
southern town of Valencia 
on Mindanao Island. 

The- storm, with winds of 
95 kilometres an hour near 
its centre, bartered 30 
provinces and 20 cities as it 
churned up the entire 


length of the country, 
wrecking hundreds of 
homes and knocking out 
power and communica- 
tions in many areas. 

The storm turned 
Cabalantian into a virtual 
wasteland, with most struc- 
tures buried in' the mud- 
flows from nearby Mount 
Pinatubo volcano, Ananias 
Can] as, mayor of the 
neighbouring town of 
Bacolor north of Manila, 
told reporters after an aeri- 
al survey. 

About 8,000 Cabalantian 
residents fled to the roofs 
of their bouses Sunday to 
escape foe mud falls and 
the floods, foe state-owned 
Philippine News Agency 
said. 

The mudflows consist of 
tonnes of debris dumped 
on Pinatubo’s slopes by its 
violent 1991 eruption. The 
deposits turn into deadly 
rivers of mud when loos- 
ened by rains. 

About 20 typhoons and 
storms hit foe Philippines 
every year, making mud- 
flows a regular menace to 
communities near 

Pinatubo. 

Sybil moved out of foe 
country early Monday 
morning, heading towards 
the southern coast of 
China. 

Defence Secretary 
Renato De Villa described 
the devastation as “a major 
disaster.” 

He said he expected 
President Fidel Ramos, 
who was to return later 
Monday from an overnight 
visit to Malaysia, to 
declare a state of emer- 
gency in the badly hit 
areas. 


Fergie and her 
prince ready to try 
again — paper 

LONDON (R) — “Fergie" 
the fallen duchess and her 
estranged husband Prince 
Andrew are in love again 
and ready to get back 
together, bucking a trend of 
marital splits among 
Britain's royals and VIPs. 
Monday's Sun newspaper 
said. “They are now closer 
than they have ever been 
since they split up" it 
quoted an unnamed royal 
official as saying. The Sun 
said the couple, who mar- 
ried in 19S6 but separated 
in 1 992 — followed a few 
months later by Prince 
Andrew's brother. Prince 
Charles, and his wife,' 
Princess Diana — were on 
the brink of resuming mar- 
ried life. The couple had 
enjoyed a secret holiday 
together in Spain — “like 
our honeymoon but bet- 
ter”, the duchess was quot- 
ed as saying — and were 
spending up to four nights 
a week in each other’s 
company, the tabloid said.' 
It is unclear whether a rec- 
onciliation would please 
the royal establishment, 
which grew hostile to 
Prince Andrew's wife 
Sarah — her nickname 
comes from her maiden 
name. Ferguson — after 
she was deemed too frivo- 
lous and lightweight to be a 
royal. The couple have two 
daughters, seven-year-old 
Princess Beatrice and 
Princess Eugenie, aged 
five. For heir to the throne 
Prince Charles and' 
Princess Diana, reconcilia- 
tion seems a faint prospect. 
Most Britons think they 
should divorce and put 
their marriage out of its - 
misery, according to a 
weekend poll conducted 
after Princess Diana was 
blamed in the media for 
helping wreck the marriage 
of popular rugby hero Will 
Carling. In an article next 
to foe Prince Andrew and 
Fergie good-news story on' 
foe Sun’s front page; 
Carling said he had been 
naive and stupid over his 
friendship with Princess 
Diana. It has been a bad 
few months for Britain’s- 
most glamorous partner- 
ships. Kenneth Branagh 
and Emma Thompson, foe 
country’s golden acting 
couple, said this weekend 
they were separating and in 
the summer, actor Hugh 
Grant’s arrest with a 
Hollywood prostitute put' 
his relationship with super-- 
model Liz Hurley in jeop-. 
ardy. 


Danish police 
arrest jailbreak 
mastermind 


COPENHAGEN (R) — 
Danish police arrested in a. 
remote farmhouse the pre-; 
sumed mastermind behind; 
a spectacular mass jail — 
break one month ago when- 
a bulldozer smashed a bole- 
in the prison wall. Lars- 
Hitchinson, dubbed foe 
“escape king” by foe media; 
because Ik has broken outj 
of jail eight times, was; 
arrested along with a fel- 0 
low fugitive and convicted- 
murderer, police inspector- 
Anders Eg said. Mr.. 
Hitchinson, a 31 -year-old., 
narcotics trader, was arrest- 
ed with Steen Reinboldr, 

28, outside Viborg in- 
north western Jutland after 
a tipoff from neighbours. 


Mussolini was 


mad about Mickey 
Mouse 


ROME (R) — Italy’s stem- 
fascist dictator Benito. 
Mussolini was mad about 
Mickey Mouse, hailed 
Snow White And The 
Seven Dwarves as a mas- 
terpiece and sang Disney 
songs to his children at 
home, according to his son 
Romano. The dictator, 
dubbed “II Duce”. had a 
“very friendly” meeting 
with his comic-creator 
hero, Walt Disney, in Rome, 
in 1935, Romano told (he. 
magazine Immagini E, 
Fumetti. “He took him to. 
(his official residence). 
Villa Torlonia and they 
talked about Mickey , 
Mouse, Minnie and Donald' 
Duck.” Romano remem- . 
bered his father being so- 
taken with Snow White 
that he wanted to see it, 
again and again. 
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Comoros 
Coup 
leaders 
appoint 
presidents 

MORONI, Comoro Islands 
tR) — Military coop lead- 
ers appointed two civilian 
presidents in the Comoro 
Islands Monday as resent- 
ment grew against French 
Soldier of fortune Bob 
Denard. 

’ A French naval show of 
force off the Indian Ocean 
islands meanwhile put 
local troops on edge four 
days after a coup spear- 
headed by white mercenar- 
ies toppled the government 
of President Said 
Mohammad Djohar. 

A committee set up by the 
coup leaders named two 
civilian joint presidents and 
a secretary-general before 
elections they had 
promised within two weeks 
to strengthen public sup- 
port. 

Stale-run Comoros Radio 
identified die two presi- 
dents as Mohammad Taki 
Abdoul Karim and Said Ali 
Kemal and the secretary - 
general as Omar Tamou. 
All were civilians from the 
main island. 

Captain Combo Ayouba, 
the coup leader, was quoted 
by French television as say- 
ing be had handed power 
over to two civilians. 

Capt Combo and other 
opponents of the govern- 
ment were freed from 
prison by white mercenar- 
ies and set up a Transitional 
Military Committee (TMC) 
before elections in this 
Islamic republic of some 
450,000 people. 

“They want to give the 
people confidence that the 
% army wants- to hand real 
power back to civilians,” a 
Moroni resident said; 

- But many Comorans said 
although they supported 
the ouster of President 
Djohar they wanted 
Denard, who has a 
Comoran wife and citizen- 
ship, to leave with his band 
of hired guns. 

• “Denard: Whore of the 
Comoros’’, read a banner 
on two bedsbeets strung up 
in central Badjamnani 
Square in the capital 
Moroni a day after an 
opposition rally in support 
of the coup. 

A French patrol boat shut- 
tled repeatedly offshore 
about six kilometres from 
Moroni, clearly visible 
from the main Kandami 
Barracks where Denard 
was believed to be based. 

Several French naval ves- 
sels ' beaded for the 
Comoros Sunday from 
Djibouti and La Reunion 
and French forces were on 
alert to protect French citi- 
zens on the islands if neces- 
sary. 

Soldiers who backed last 
Thursday’s coup spear- 
headed by the 66-year-old 
French soldier of fortune 
‘sand some 20 white merce- 
naries appeared more edgy 
Monday, refusing to allow 
foreign journalists even to 
approach the barracks 
entrance. 

“There is a plan in place 
for the evacuation of the 
1,487 French nationals if it 
is warranted,” said French 
embassy Consul Alain 
Goulier, declining to com- 
ment about the French mil- 
itary moves. 

He also declined to say 
how many members of the 
former government had 
sought asylum in the 
French embassy in Moroni. 
“The solution depends cm 
the departure of the merce- 
naries and the restoration of 
political institutions with- 
out the president,” said 
Sultan Choozour, a former 
ambassador to Paris. 

‘*We don’t want Djohar 
and Denard should leave as 
quickly as possible,” he 
told Reuters. “The problem 
of Denard’s presence is its 
^effect on international 
opinion with the Comoros 
depending on international 
fid for about 80 per cent of 
its income.” 

The former government 
has appealed to. die interna- 
tional community to with- 
hold recognition of the new 
Power in Moroni. 



Hiffippine President Fidel Ramos (right) chats with Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad before their official meeting in Kaa ia Lam par. Mr. Ramos 
arrived in Malaysia for a two-day working visit (AFP photo) 

Ramos seeks South East Asian unity 


KUALA LUMPUR, 
Malaysia (AP) — South 
Hast Asian nations most 
strive for greater unity if 
they want to establish 
peace, freedom and stabili- 
ty, Philippine President 
Fidel Ramos said Monday. 

Ml Ramos, who arrived 
Sunday for a two-day visit, 
was speaking at the opening 
of an international discourse 
and exhibition on Filipino 
freedom fighter Jose P. 
Rizal, organised jointly by 
institutes in the two coun- 
tries. 

Ml Ramos said Rizal, who 
died in 1896, was the first 
regional fighter against 
coloni alis m and rhaf those 
in the region now are the 
beneficiaries. 

"Our task today is to enrich 
this legacy of liberty, to 
shape South East Asia’s 
future according to our 
noblest hopes. And this we 
can do only if we strive for 
a higher unity than we have 
now. 

"Only the unification of 
South East Asia will enable 
us to take command of our 
own fortunes arid establish a 
1 zone of. peace, freedom and 
. stability,” Mr. Ramos said 


in an address to about 300 
guests from more than 10 
nations. 

He said that only in the 
past few decades was the 
destiny of the region in the 
hands of South East Asians 
and that the task for region- 
al leaders is "to build new 
relations, design new insti- 
tutions, that will ensure 
enduring peace and prosper- 
ity ...” 

The Association of South 
East Asian Nations, com- 
prising the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Thailand, Sin- 
gapore, Indonesia, Brunei 
and Vietnam, will be 
expanded to include Laos, 
Cambodia and Burma soon. 

"Some of us gathered here 
will die without seeing the 
dawn of South East Asian 
unity. But we can now lay 
the groundwork for this uni- 
fication,” Ml Ramos said. 

Information Minister 
Mohammad Rahmat said 
Malaysia staged the confer- 
ence because "the younger 
generation has forgotten 
how their elders fought to 
get .our freeitom,,. These 
meetings will remind them 
and get. them: to-pre^ve 
that freedom.” 


Ml Mohammad Said Rizal 
was chosen rather than 
other Asian freedom fight- 
ers like Mahatma Ghandi of 
India, because "Rizal was 
from this region and he was 
a Malay like us.” 

Rizal, born in the 
Philippines in 1861, went to 
Spain at age 21 to study and 
speak about freedom. He 
led a popular nationalist 
movement in the 
Philippines before be was 
executed by the Spanish 
authorities 99 years ago, a 
few years before they lost 
power to the United States. 

The Rizal Exhibition fea- 
tures pictures of Rizal from 
the time of his youth and 
about 50 books by him and 
others. Mr. Ramos gave 
Malaysia a bronze bust of 
Rizal, which Malaysia will 
exhibit in one of it’s muse- 
ums. 

The Philippines broke off 
diplomatic ties with 
Malaysia in 1963 over a ter- 
ritorial dispute. Relations 
resumed a few years .later, 
but remamedcool until' after ' 
;Mr. Rafoos ‘{ookf over, .in'. 
June 1992, ; , : 


North Korean leader turns down 
requests to assume power — report 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-D 
has not heeded repeated 
calls to. assume the coun- 
try’s top posts, showing 
what the North’s media 
called “prudent and pol- 
ished” state management, 
monitors here said Monday. 

In a broadcast Sunday, 
Central Radio in 
Pyongyang said Ml Kim 
had “held back” from the 
m lls by his aides to succeed 
his father, Kim H-Sung, as 
head of state, said Naewoe 
Press, an official South 
Korean monitoring agency. 

The broadcast said the 
younger Kim showed his 
“prudent and polished man- 
agement of state affairs,” 
unprecedented in the suc- 
cession of power in other 
countries and beyond the 
comprehension of ordinary 
people. 

The broadcast, which cited 
an unidentified Russian 
commentary, came amid 
Pyongyang’s massive 
preparations for the OcL 10 
anniversary celebrations of 
the founding of the coun- 


try’s ruling Workers’ Party, 
Naewoe said. 

Similar reports were car- 
ried earlier by tbe North’s 
media, but tbe latest one 
was noteworthy as it came 
amid widespread specula- 
tion over whether the junior 
Kim will use the date to for- 
mally assume power next 
week, it said. 

“As yet, there have been 
no definite indications Kim 
will formally assume power 
on Oct. 10,” a Naewoe ana- 
lyst told AFP. 

Until floods devastated 
North Korea in July and 
August, many academics 
and Pyongyang-watchers 
here had speculated Kim 
would seize on Oct 10 as 
an appropriate occasion to 
assume the two top posts — 
party general secretary and 
president. 

But most now say they 
feel the younger Kim will 
wait untO the country has 
recovered from the effects 
of the floods, leaving tbe 
country’s presidency and 
party leadership vacant 

On Sept 22, tbe South’s 


intelligence chief said Mr. 
Kim, the eldest son of Kim 
B-Sung who died in July of 
last year, was delaying his 
formal rise to power “nei- 
ther because of 31 health nor 
internal conflict" 

In Tokyo, Kyodo News 
Service ran an interview 
with Kim Song U, chairman 
of North korea’s Committee 
for the Promotion of 
External Economic 

Cooperation, which 

strengthened convictions 
that tbe younger Kim would 
not assume tbe party’s offi- 
cial helm on Oct. 10. . 

Kim Jong-D would him- 
self decide when to assume 
the party leadership, Mr. 
Kim Song U said, in the 
interview from Bangkok. 

Ml Kim Song U also 
noted that before Mr. Kim 
became head of stale, an 
official event would have to 
be held to recommend him 
in the job, followed by elec- 
tion by the Supreme 
People's Assembly, . North 
Korea’s legislature. 


Simpson jury faces difficult decision 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
After nine months of testi- 
mony, the jury in tbe O J. 
Simpson trial began deliber- 
ations Monday to decide if 
the former football great is 
guilty of murdering his ex- 
wife and her friend. 

With tbe eyes of the world 
watching them, tbe mostly 
black jury of 10 men and 
two women face a difficult 
task: Do they agree with 
prosecutors and convict O J. 
Simpson of murdering 
Nicole Brown Simpson and 
her friend Ronald 
Goldman? Or do they agree 
with Simpson’s defence 
team, which characterised 
tbe legendary sports hero as 
a victim of a police conspir- 
acy, and vote to acquit him? 

When the jury of nine 
blacks, two whites and one 
Hispanic begin ibeir delib- 
erations, they will have 
more than 40,000 pages of 
evidence and 1,000 exhibits 
to help them. 

Tbe jury, which has been 


sequestered in a hotel since 
Jan. U, told Judge Lance 
Ito they would deliberate 
six! days a week, Monday 
through Saturday, from 9 
am. to 5 pm. pdt (1600 to 
2400 GMT), with one hour 
- for lunch. 

Most observers expect the 
jury to take at least 10 days 
to two weeks to reach a ver- 
dict. 

Among the choices are 
acquittal, conviction on 
either first-degree or sec- 
ond-degree murder, or a 
split verdict. 

If Simpson is acquitted, he 
cannot be tried again for the 
crime under doable jeop- 
ardy rules. However, if he is 
found guilty of first-degree 
murder he will spend the 
rest of his fife behind bars. 

Even though California 
has tbe death penalty, the 
maximum punishment 
Simpson can receive is fife 
in prison because prosecu- 
tors waived tbeir right last 
year to seek the death penal- 


ty in this case. 

If the jury finds Simpson 
guilty of two counts of sec- 
ond-degree murder, Itp can 
sentence Simpson to at least 
15 years in prison. 

A hung jury, which some 
observers maintain is possi- 
ble, would mean Simpson 
could be tried again for the 
murders. 

Simpson, who has stead- 
fastly denied he had any- 
thing to do with tbe mur- 
ders, did not testify in the 
case. 

Famed attorney Alan 
Dershowitz, who is a mem- 
ber of the defence team, 
defended the decision 
Sunday, saying it would 
have diverted attention from 
flaws in the prosecution’s 
case. 

“We were all very satis- 
fied be would have been a 
superb witness and he 
would have testified with- 
out the need for much 
preparation," Mr. Der- 
showitz Said on CNN. 
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Portugal’s Socialists see stable 
government after winnig polls 


LISBON (R) — Portugal’s 
triumphant Socialist Party 
was confident Monday of 
forming a stable and 
durable government despite 
felling short of an absolute 
parliamentary majority in 
Sunday’s vote. 

“I believe tbe Socialist 
vote was sufficiently strong 
and clear to guarantee a 
government lasting tbe 
whole of the legislature’s 
four-year life," senior party 
official Joaquim Pina 
Moura said in a radio inter- 
view. 

The Socialist Party had its 
best ever result Sunday, 
winning just under 44 per 
cent of the vote to end a 
decade of rule by tbe centre- 
right Social Democrats 
(PSD). 

Although tbe final count 
looks set to leave the 
Socialists a few seats short 
of outright control of the 
230-member p arliame nt, 
Portuguese President Mario 
Soares will ask party leader 
Antonio Guterres to form a 
government 

But the summons will take 
some days as there are still 
eight seats in parliament to 
be awarded — the four 
elected by Portugal's emi- 
grants and four constituen- 
cies where the ballot will be 
re-taken after local protest- 



Fernando Nogueira 


ers prevented voting.. 

The fresh vote will be held 
on Ocl 8 while the emigrant 
ballots will be counted on 
Ocl 11. Only after that will 
soares will be free to offer 
guterres formally the man- 
date. 

Political analysts expected 
the Socialist Party, which 
had never won more than 37 
per cent in a national elec- 
tion before, to end up with 
112 seats to the PSD’s 88 
with tbe hard-left 
Communist Party and the 
right-wing Popular Party 
having 15 each. 

After the Socialists, the 
other big winner in 


Sunday's vote was the 
Popular Party which tripled 
its parliamentary presence 
from the five members it 
held in the previous legisla- 
ture. 

A Socialist victory had 
been widely predicted by 
the opinion polls and the 
feet that the party nearly 
secured an absolute majori- 
ty was reassuring for finan- 
cial markets which had 
feared the instability that 
could come with a weak 
administration. 

“The Socialist strength in 
parliament is more than any 
two of the opposition par- 
ties combined, which is a 
positive result,” said Rui 
Martins Dos Santos, chief 
economist with Banco 
Portugues De Investimento. 

The centre-right PSD and 
the PP will not be able to 
bring down a Socialist gov- 
ernment without turning to 
the Communists for help, 
something that would be 
politically difficult 

“We are very close to an 
absolute majority. I don’t 
see how they can join 
together to bring down the 
government,” Mr. Guterres 
told a news conference 
Sunday night. 

The Socialists, who have 
moved sharply towards tbe 
political centre since the 


heady days of the 1974 rev- 
olution that brought parlia- 
mentary democracy to 
Portugal, have promised 
“change without trauma". 

The party is committed to 
free market economic poli- 
cies and to continuing the 
privatisations begun by the 
PSD government of outgo- 
ing Premier Anibal Cavaco 
Silva. 

It has said that creating the 
conditions for Portugal to 
be amongst the European 
Union countries wedding 
their economies in mone- 
tary union wifi be its num- 
ber one priority. 

But it is also offering a 
new style after the slightly 
authoritarian Cavaco Silva 
whose government became 
increasingly tarnished by 
s mall but persistant cases of 
corruption and power abuse. 

Independent Lisbon daily 
O Publico saluted the vote 
as proof that Portugal’s 
democracy had come of 
age. 

“Never before had the 
Portuguese people shown 
such a strong, united and 
mature wish for democratic 
alternation (of power),” it 
said in an editorial. 


Leftists win Latvia poll despite rightist gam 


RIGA (R) — The left-lean- 
ing Democratic Party 
“Saimnieks” (Master) was 
declared winner of Latvian 
parliamentary elections 
Monday although a surge in 
support for a radical right- 
wing group caused a major 
upset. 

Saimnieks took .18 seats to 
euoetge as foe biggest party 
in the “tDO-seal " parliament 
The ruling Latvia’s. Way 
Party dropped one seat but 
still came second with 17 
dqwties. 

But the unfancied right- 
wing People's Movement 
For Latvia, also known as 
the Siegerist Party, gained a 
shock 16 seats to be the 
third biggest party in parlia- 
ment. 

The party is led by maver- 
ick German politician 


Joachim Siegerist — who 
cannot speak Latvian — 
whose stance has been 
strongly anti-Russian and 
anti-CommunisL However, 
its other key policies are 
unclear. 

Some 700,000 ethnic 
Russians live in Latvia. 
Most do not have citizen- 
§bip and .are not allowed. to 
vote in the elections. 

Weeks or even months of 
haggling are now likely as 
the biggest parties seek 
compromise to form a coali- 
tion that can command a 
majority in the parliament. 

‘The results are fantasti- 
cally good and I counted on 
that,” Ml Siegerist told 
Latvian Television early 
Monday. 

Analysts said Mr. 
Miegerist’s brand of pop- 


ulist politics had swung the 
undecided voters cm elec- 
tion day. 

His party runs an office 
which offers free medicine 
to Riga pensioners and in an 
earlier election he transport- 
ed voters to polling stations 
by bus and gave out free 
bananas and lemonade. 

“It’s- an example of foe 
gaping hole that exists 
between the Latvian politi- 
cal efite and people who 
live in the countryside, 
where they feel absolutely 
alienated from what is hap- 
pening in Riga and in gov- 
ernment," said Paul 
Raudsep, managing editor 
of daily newspaper Diena, 
explaining Siegerist’s suc- 
cess. 

Tbe result went against 
pre-election opinion polls 


which predicted that a bloc 
of two right-leaning parties, 
the Farmers Union and the 
LNNK, had a good chance 
of gaining enough seats 
between them to form the 
core of a coalition govern- 
ment 

But both did badly in the 
.weekend . voting. The 
LNNK won eight seats and 
the Farmers Union seven. 

Tbe radical nationalist 
grouping For Fatherland 
And Freedom, which wants 
to introduce even tougher 
legislation on citizenship, 
was placed fourth with 14 
seats. 

Mr. Raudsep said some 
parties which won seats, 
such as the -Socialist Party 
and the left-wing Latvian 
Unity Party, bad benefited 
from protest votes. 


Quebec referendum campaign officially begins 


QUEBEC CITY (R) — 
Quebec officially began its 
referendum campaign on 
the separation of tbe 
French-speaking province 
from Canada S unda y as 

{ jublic opinion polls showed 
agging support for separa- 
tion. 

Quebec’s separatist Pre- 
mier Jacques Parizeau 
issued the writ for tbe Ocl 
30 referendum in which 
Quebec voters will be asked 
whether tbe province should 
become sovereign after 
offering to negotiate a new 
economic union with 
Canada. 

“I think we'U make iL I 
think we’ll have a country 
pretty soon,” Mr. Parizeau 
said at a news conference. 
However, opinion polls 
published over the week- 
end, including an internal 
poll fra: tbe ruling Parti 
Quebecois, show that a 
majority of Quebec voters 
do not want to separate. 


A survey by the Crop 
agency published Saturday 
showed that 55 per cent of 
Quebeckers would vote 
against separation, while 45 
per cent would back iL 
On Sunday, the Parti 
Quebecois released an inter- 
nal poll showing that 52.4 
per cent of respondents said 
they would vote ‘no’ to sep- 
aration, and 47.6 per cent 
would vote ‘yes.’ 

T don’t think that we’re 
trailing all that badly,” Mr. 
Parizeau said 
Tbe premier said the poll 
showed the tide is turning in 
favour of Quebec separatist 
forces. But the latest polls 
show Quebec voters’ sup- 
port for separation nas 
declined in recent weeks — 
a poll published three weeks 
ago showed tbe two sides 
virtually tied 

In a speech televised 
across Quebec Sunday 
evening, Mr. Parizeau said 
there is something “absurd” 


in the rest of Canada’s 
refusal to recognise 
Quebeckers as a “people.” 

He said a vote for Quebec 
sovereignty will give 
Quebeckers the power to 
make choices for them- 
selves about their future. 
“We will be a majority in 
our own country, affirming 
once and for all our 
Francophone language and 
culture,” Mr. Parizeau said 

Mr. Parizeau warned that 
if Quebec voters turn down 
separation, they will be 
affected by federal govern- 
ment budget cuts that 
among other things would 
reduce their public old-age 
pensions. 

“If we vote ‘no,’ we will 
be subject to the choice of 
others,” Mr. Parizeau said 

In his televised address to 
Quebeckers, Daniel 

Johnson, leader of the liber- 
al Party of Quebec and offi- 
cial head of Canadian unity 
forces, urged Quebeckers to 


vote against separation. 

Ml Johnson warned that 
in voting for Quebec sover- 
eignty, Quebeckers would 
risk losing their Canadian 
citizenship and economic 
prosperity. 

“Tbe change proposed to 
us is radical and irre- 
versible. With and despite 
its defects, Canadian feder- 
alism is a system of govern- 
ment that has served us 
well," Mr. Johnson said. 

On Monday, separatist 
political forces, which 
include the Bloc Quebecois, 
a Quebec-based party in 
Canada's national legisla- 
ture, will begin their cam- 
paign tour of the province. 
Mr. Johnson’s campaign 
tour started last week. 

Voters in foe province, 
whose seven million people 
make up a quarter of 
Canada’s population, reject- 
ed a similar separation pro- 
posal in a referendum in 
1980. 


Serious rifts threaten S. African government 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— South Africa’s 18- 
mooth-old government of 
national unity is under 
increasing strain as its three 
component parties snipe at 
each other and pursue sepa- 
rate political agendas. 

The most obvious sign of 
trouble was a public week- 
end squabble between 
President Nelson Mandela 
and his deputy, former 
President and now Deputy 
President Frederik De 
Klerk. 

Boiling just beneath the 
Surface is the drive by tbe 
Zulu nationalist Tnkaiha 
Freedom Party (IFP), the 
smallest member of the 
unity government, to 
declare an. autonomous 
kingdom in its Kwazulu- 


Natal province stronghold. 

IFP leader Mangosuthu 
Butbelezi, who serves as 
home affairs minister in Mr. 
Mandela’s unity cabinet, 
told a weekend rally in 
Kwazulu-Natal that the 
restoration of the Zola king- 
dom “can no longer wait”. 

Mr. Buthelezi’s hardline 
stance has pat him in direct 
conflict wife Mr. Mandela’s 
ruling African National 
Congress (ANC), which 
rejects the outright federal- 
ism demanded by the IFP in 
favour of a more powerful 
central government. 

Mr. Butbelezi told the 
rally that autonomy was the 
only way to guarantee 
“peace, welfare and pros- 
perity (for) all our people" 
m Kwazulu-Natal, which 


continues to be plagued by 
bloody conflict between IFP 
and ANC supporters. 

Tbe IFP leader is also 
reported to have taken steps 
to calling a snap election in 
Kwazulu-Natal, a move 
political analysts interpret 
as a gambit to increase his 
party's slender majority in 
tiie provincial Legislature 
and push through his self- 
rule plans. 

The IFP is not the ANC’s 
only headache. 

Mr. De Klerk’s formerly- 
ruling National Party is 
increasingly abandoning the 
spirit of cooperation that 
characterised the unity gov- 
ernment in the months 
immediately after last 
year’s historic all-race elec- 
tion. 


The NP has been battling 
internal divisions over its 
dual role as the junior part- 
ner in government to Mr. 
Mandela's ANC and as the 
country's largest opposition 
party. 

It is a balancing act that 
has not been comfortable, 
especially for Mr. De Klerk, 
who has had to mediate 
between feuding sections of 
his party. 

Mr. De KJerk’s once cor- 
dial relationship with Mr. 
Mandela has also been 
steadily deteriorating, cul- 
minating in the joint 1993 
Nobel Peace laureates hav- 
ing an angry spat on a 
Johannesburg sidewalk late 
Friday. 
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Trial going awry 

THE TRIAL of 49 members of the Muslim 
Brotherhood by a military court in Cairo has 
naturally attracted the attention of the world 
community since what is at issue there 
pertains to everything dear to the forces of 
democracy across the globe. Two immediate 
concerns come to mind when considering the 
decision by the Egyptian government to try 
the Is lamis ts before a military tribunal. 

The first is whether the Brotherhood can 
still be viewed as an illegal organisation or 
party in a system of government that is on 
record as promoting pluralistic democracy. 
Indeed Egypt, like all states that ratified the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR), is treaty-obligated to 
accord all shades of opinion, ideology or faith 
the right to express themselves peacefully, 
promote their ideals and enter open competi- 
tion of ideas among themselves. This is after 
all the essence of democracy which nations 
ihave accepted as the norm for governing. 
[The failure or success of the Islamists, or any 
Mother faction for that matter, must be solved 
freely by the people when they are offered 
the periodic opportunities to cast their bal- 
lots. No leadership can ever contend that it 
knows better than its own people what is best 
for them. 

The second concern is that the rationale 
behind shifting the trial of the Islamists to. a 
military court cannot withstand the chal- 
lenges posed by the contemporary standards 
for fair trial as espoused repeatedly by 
international human rights instruments. The 
mere expression of preference for military 
trials is a vote of no confidence in the judicial 
system of government. . 

Surely, Cairo does not wish and should not 
wish to tell the world that it has no faith or 
trust in its own civil court system. . Neither 
the ICCPR nor any other human rights 
treaty or convention to which Egypt is a 
party would tolerate military trials of civi- 
lians who are allegedly members of an 
outlawed party, especially when the accused 
are in no way connected with violent or 
terrorist acts. Even then, there is nothing 
that should prevent a national court from 
looking into their case since their very 
membership in the Muslim Brotherhood is a 
contentious issue, and the legality of this 
group is questioned, only on the basis of 
dubious legislation that can be regarded as 
unlawful, either through being contrary to 
the constitution of the land, or the stipula- 
tions of the ICCPR and other relevant 
international treaties that have the force of 
law in Egypt as elsewhere. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RAT daily Monday condemned the continued expul- 
sion of Palestinians from Libya. Saying that there is no 
justification for. the deportation of Palestinians, the paper 
rejected Tripoli’s claim that the Palestinians are leaving by 
their own free will. The Libyan leaders realise that the 
Palestinians yearn to go back home, and that they are Living 
temporarily in Arab and non-Arab countries until the time 
comes for them to be repatriated, continued the paper. The 
Libyans also realise that the Palestinians do not accept a 
substitute for Palestine as a homeland; and are waiting for 
the appropriate and convenient circumstances to make the 
trip back home, it added. The mass expulsion of Palesti- 
nians lends real credibility to the views of the Palestinian 
leadership, which has been negotiating with Israel to 
recover Palestinian land, and which has accepted what has 
been offered to it although the Israeli offer does not fulfil 
the Palestinian people's aspirations, said the daily.' The 
Palestinian leadership is keen on reestablishing a homeland 
for the Palestinian people, so that they go home when they 
are no longer wanted in the host Arab states. 

A WRITER in Al Dustour said Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres's proposal for a confederation between 
Jordan and Palestine is aimed at serving Israel's own 
demographic, political and security interests. Israel does 
not want a Palestinian state to emerge on its borders; and 
by suggesting the confederation idea it is trying to find a 
solution to its own predicament and save the Jewish state 
the trouble of accepting or coexisting with a Palestinian 
state, said Taher Al Adwan. The writer said that Palesti- 
nians. like ail other people, have the right to determine 
their own fate and create their own independent and 
sovereign state. The question of unity or confederation 
between Palestine and Jordan concerns the Jordanians and 
■ Palestinians alone, continued the writer. Israel has to 
comply with the requirements of peace and refrain from 
talking about this confederation which it had destroyed by 
its 1967 occupation of the West Bank, said the writer. He 
said by suggesting a confederation at this stage. Israel is 
trying to avr : meeting its commitments of reruming to the 
Palestinians t.ieir full rights in their homeland, and. most 
articulariy avoid discussing the question of Jerusalem. 

. ..hich the Palestinians see k^tq^es iablish as their own 
capital. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Snake oil salesmen, false prophets, the business of faith 


OURS IS a very ancient, deeply spiritual and very 
| mercantile land, and therefore an appropriate venue for 
business, gods, and the interaction of these two very 
serious, very weighty phenomena. Gods and the spirituality 
sector are very dear to os here in the Middle East. We often 
invoke the name of God in our everyday speech and 
greetings. No secularism here. This is spirituality country. 

Until now, and for about tbe last, oh, five thousand or so 
years. Middle Eastern spirituality has tended to focus on 
human moral values and behavioural codes, always dic- 
tated by gods, and brought to us by holy messengers. In 
ancient Egyptian and Mesopotamian times, there was little 
'difference between gods, prophets and messengers. With 
the advent of Judaism, Christianity and Islam, we started to 
differentiate between the monotheistic God himself and 
His messengers and prophets on earth, who in turn were 
usually seen as distinct from kings, caesars and other 
temporal political rulers. 

The Middle East has been a world leader in the 
sp iri t u ality business, exporting religions, gods and prophets 
to die rest of the world. Nearly half the world's population 
are Christians, Muslims or Jews, worshippers of the god 
that was first formally identified and deified in this region. 

Now, however, the days when we set the tone for the 
world’s faith industry are slowly coming to an end. For we 
here in the principal vortex of global spirituality are very 
quickly succumbing to a new god that coexists happily with 
our existing gods, faiths and moral memories: the god of 
the market. 

■ At several recent conferences and workshops in Amman 
that included participants from the United States, Europe 
and Israel, I have been struck by the extraordinarily 
uniform and widespread emphasis that has been placed on 
two parallel phenomena: Free market economic reforms at 
home, and attracting foreign capital from abroad. 

These are no longer mere economic principles or policy 
options; they have been elevated to the rank of faith, and, 
like faith, they are spreading around the world at a brisk 
pace. Sometimes they attract new believers on the strength 
of their own compelling logic; often, they are spread by 
missionaries of the free market faith; and in some cases, 
they are imposed in the manner that political and economic 
systems were imposed in the colonial days of old. 

I am suspicious of this new faith because of several 
related points: a) it is offered as a solution to all of our 
domestic and regional IDs, b) it is offered by virtually 
everyone coining at us from the West in general, but more 
specifically from the United States, and c) it comes with a 
series of tried and tested moral/market formulae for 
behaviour that is guaranteed to bring us to paradise, or the 


promised land, or at least a nice house in a quiet residential 
district of our city — wherever on earth our city may be. I 
am reminded of the snake oil salesmen in the American 
West in the late 19th century, who sold a angle remedy for 
all the ailments that an ordinary person could ever suffer — 
and who disappeared out of town as soon as they sold a few. 
dozen bottles of the miracle cure. 

I would like to suggest a word of caution here, before we 
in Jordan or others in the Middle East embrace this new 
god of the market without sufficiently assessing its full costs 
and implications. I am not saying that we should reject it; I 
am saying that we should be far more selective in adopting 
the strengths of free market economies, while retaining the 
strengths of economic systems in which the private and 
public sectors coordinate their policies within a wider 
framework of national identity that is much less secular and 
slightly less mercantile than tbe systems of the industrial- 
ised West. 

The rush to embrace free market systems in Jordan and 
other Middle Eastern states takes place at a moment when 
most of our economies suffer high unemployment and 
politically volatile poverty levels. Privatisation and market 
economics wfll aggravate both of these trends in the short 
ran, at a moment when governments are fiscally and 
managerial!}/ incapable of reducing the negative impacts of 
free marketisation on families and individuals. 

The moral and political triumph of the free market as the 
new god that defines the moral behaviour of individuals 
and states in the Middle East is likely to be troubling and 
discomforting for tens of millions of people. Many will 
suffer such despair that they will translate their sentiments 
into disruptive political action. In South and Central 
America and Eastern Europe, we have ample models of 
countries that adopted free market systems at a very high 
cost to their people. There are no surprises in this new 
religion. We know how many people will lose their jobs, 
and how many others will never find jobs. The rules of the 
creed are written in many books, and etched into the 
modern history of many other lands. 

The question for us in Jordan is: How do we deal with 
this enigmatic situation? We know that we have to reform 
and we know that free market economics brings many real 
benefits. Western Europe and Eastern Asia offer good 
examples of how market economics, coupled with strong 
social benefits systems, generated rising prosperity for all 
while minimising the number of people who fell through 
the cracks and suffered chrome poverty and despair. Can 
we reform our economies in such a way that we prompt real 
growth in a sustainable manner, while protecting the 
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Japan’s LDP gives itself 
a leader with credentials 


By Douglas H. Faal 

WASHINGTON — With 
the election of Ryutaro 
Hashimoto as president of 
Japan’s Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), Americans win be 
tempted either to congratu- 
late themselves or to be- 
moan the fact that the con- 
troversial tactics of Mickey 
Kantor, the U.S. trade rep- 
resentative, helped move 
Mr. Hashimoto to the top 
of Japan's political ladder. 

It is true that by calling 
Mr. Kantor's trade bluff, 
earlier this year, Mr. Hashi- 
moto, as trade minister, 
gained for himself a wealth 
of approving publicity in 
Japan. By staring down 
U.S. demands and agreeing 
only to extend trade trends 
decided during the Bush 
administration, albeit at 
diminished levels, he satis- 
fied growing Japanese 
nationalist sentiment. In 
this narrow sense, it is 
therefore true that the Clin- 
ton team helped to put its 
most capable trade adver- 
sary into higher office. 

It would be wrong, 
however, to conclude that 
American mismanagement 
is at the heart of Mr, Hashi- 
moto’s rise. In fact, he has 
come to embody in ins per- 
sonal style some of tbe 
powerful reformist Impulses 
in Japan, impulses that 
have been frustrated with 
the failure of a succession of 
governments since 1993. 

First, Mr. Hashimoto de- 
monstrates unusually strong 
leadership traits, in marked 
contrast with most of his 
contemporaries. He is well- 
informed about the intrica- 
cies of policy, and decisive 
in a way that ran sometimes 


appear abrupt in Japan. 
Senior Japanese bureauc- 
rats speak of his active style 
in the briefing sessions that 
form the nexus between 
Japanese political and 
bureaucratic power. The 
last leader with this level of 
executive skill was Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Naka- 
sone. another standout. 

Second, although he is a 
member of the traditionalist 
Takeshi ta faction of the 
LDP, Mr. Hashimoto has a 
personally dean reputation. 
According to one senior 
bureaucrat who knows him 
well, he has cultivated his 
“lone wolf' image precisely 
to set himself apart from 
tile typical go-along-to-get- 
along LDP members. 

The desire for clean poli- 
tics runs deep in contem- 
porary Japan, and Mr. 
Hashimoto has a chance to 
rapture the reformist ban- 
ner back from the newly 
created opposition parties. 
If he succeeds, and the odds 
are long, the irony of re- 
form coming from within 
the LDP will be intense. 

Third, despite Mr. Hashi- 
moto’s exploitation of anti- 
U.S. sentiment, he rises 
from the mainstream of 
LDP foreign policy, which 
continues to regard Japan’s 
relationship with America 
as ks core. Maintenance of 
good, productive relations 
with Washington will be 
One of his top priorities, 
abiding to well-informed 
officials around him in 
Tokyo. His previous focus 
on economic issues will be 
expanded to embrace secur- 
ity issues as well in a display 
Of his capacity for flexibility 
and personal growth. 


But Mr. Hashimoto will 
insist on more balanced, 
mutually respectful and 
interest-based relations. 
For him, as for most 
Japanese, misty-eyed emo- 
tional ties to America be- 
long to the past. A rational 
calculation of Japan's in- 
terests will re-inforce con- 
tinued strong ties, but trade 
and other frictions will 
force a gradual estrange- 
ment onto that calculation. 

Does Mr. Hashimoto 
have liabilities? One sea- 
soned observer in Tokyo 
said that he tends to be “too 
explicit” in his politics. 
Japan’s traditional culture 
values consensus reached 
through indirect, nearly in- 
visible political maneuovre, 
where real intentions often 
remain implicit. It is not yet 
clear that Tokyo's political 
circles are ready for Mr. 
Hashimbto's direct 
approach, despite the pub- 
lic sentiment behind him. . 

The LDP is part of the 
coalition government led by 
Socialist Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama. Mr. 
Hashimoto ’s rise to the 
presidency of the LDP will 
not automatically make him 
prime minister. He is likely 
to remain trade minister or 
become foreign minister 
and deputy prime minister 
in the months ahead. 

If he remains trade minis- 
ter, it would embolden 
bureaucrats in his ministry 
and frighten those in the 
Foreign Ministry who see 
themselves saddled with 
weak leadership under their 
present minister, Yohei 
Kono, whom Mr. Hashimo- 
to defeated in the LDP poli- 
ticking. More likely. Mr. 


Hashimoto will become 
foreign minister in a cabinet 
'reshuffle later in the au- 
' tumn. 

When President Bill Clin- 
ton and other heads of gov- 
ernment arrive in Osaka in 
November for the leaders’ 
meeting of the Asia-Pacific' 
Economic Cooperation - 
forum, they will probably 
be dealing with Mr. 
Murayama as a lame duck 
.prime minister. Mr. Hashi- 
moto will be there, but wfll 
have a convenient excuse to 
deflect pressures from his 
visitors. This will reinforce 
the very strong sentiment in 
Tokyo to take "no new 
initiatives" for America. 

By aiming barbs at 
Japan's bureaucrats, the 
Clinton administration has 
turned them into well- 
motivated adversaries who 
will be reluctant to do any- 
thing to help get the U.S. 
president re-elected. 

Once Japan completes its 
sacrosanct annual budget 
process in December-' 
January, the political cli- 
mate will shift and press- 
ures are expected to grow 
for a general election under 
the new reformed proce- 
dures. If, as seems likely, 
the LDP obtains a plurality 
or majority, Mr. Hashimo- 
10 will be well-placed to 
become prime minister. 


The writer, who served at 
the National Security Coun- 
cil under Ronald Reagan 
and George Bush, is presi- 
dent of the Asia Pacific 
Policy Centre, a research 
institute in Washington. He 
contributed this comment 
to the International Herald 
Tribune. . 


interests of the weak and marginalised . 

The evidence to date during the past decades not ery 
impressive in the Middle East, where the 
dass has been politically written off. and where .its 
expressions of frustration and despair have ^ralt vnth 
through three parallel mechanisms; outright disdain for 
their needs, violent political pacification, or the rise of 

^un^ticular dilemma is heavily rooted in timing: The 
snake ofl merchants and the free market faith preachers 
proselytise amongst us at a moment when we are trying to 
KSdSnthe full promise of the Arab-Israeli peace process 
If the market is the new faith, the promise of peace » the 
new prophet on whose back the faith will be spread to the 
multitudes. 

These are facts that we cannot dismiss or wish away. We 
have to deal with the market religion and its power in a 
manner that allows us to tap its genuine benefits without 
having to swallow all of its empty promises as well. 

The reason that snake oil salesmen lasted so long is that 
they made a lot of money. This was a very profitable 
business for the merchants who did not have to live in i the 
communities where they did business. They kept travelling 
from town to town at a pace that never allowed their 
disappointed old clients to expose them to unsuspecting 
new buyers. 

The market religion is a different matter altogether. We 
know its strengths and weaknesses, its real promises and its 
empty rhetoric. Most important of all, we know what we 
have to do to minimise the impact of widespread market 
reforms on the poor and vulnerable, so that market 
economics brings hope and better living standards to the 
vast majority of our people. 

It is important that we recognise the snake oil salesmen 
amongst us today who will try to sell us a magic cure for all 
of onr ailments, without necessarily taking that same cure 
themselves for their similar ailments. The market is not a 
gpd, and we should not be so naive to believe that it ran 
solve all of our problems. 

As I said at the start, ours is a very ancient, deeply 
spiritual and very mercantile land. Prophets come and go, 
and even gods themselves rise and fall. But people endure 
— unless they get drunk on the snake oil, and. like false 
prophets, die alone from the ignominy of their own 
deception, shallowness and desperation. - It would be very 
ironic if we, who sorted out many of history's true faiths 
from the fakes, would now roll over in moral confusion and 
material greed at the sight of yet another ambitious 
salesman in the fancy dress of a worldly saviour. 

Oman trade link 
with Israel a 
psychological move 


By Ashraf Fonad 

Reuter 

DUBAI — Oman’s surprise 
decision to forge trade ties 
with Israel effectively 
bypasses an Arab League 
resolution for the economic 
boycott of the Jewish state. 
But analysts said on Mon- 
day the move was largely 
psychological. 

"This is more of a 
psychological move than 
one that would lead to im- 
mediate diplomatic ties and 
other practical steps," said 
a well-placed Arab analyst 
in Oman. 

“It is no longer a novel- 
ty,” another analyst said. 
“Everyone is meeting with 
them (Israeli officials) and 
the Golf states are attend- 
ing the multilateral (Middle 
East) peace talks." 

The foreign ministers of 
Oman and Israel agreed at 
a meeting in New York on 
Saturday night to exchange 
trade representative offices 
as part of efforts to boost 
economic cooperation. 

Arab analysts said Oman 
was not expected to depart 
from a general Gulf Arab 
policy not to fully normalise 
ties with Israel until a com- 
prehensive Middle East 
peace settlement which in- 
cludes Syria and Lebanon 
was readied. 

"Yes, it is a step towards 
eventual full ties, but do not 
expect that very soon. We 
all have to wait to see the 1 
next steps” towards an 
Israeli accord with both 
Syria and Lebanon, said the 
Oman-based analyst. 

Oman is the only mem- 
ber of the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC) to forge official 
trade ties with Israel. Fol- 
lowing talks with U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 


Christopher in New York 
last year, GCC states 
agreed to lift the secondary 
economic boycott of firms 
dealing with Israel. 

“GCC states made it 
dear last year they were 
ready to back lifting the 
primary boycott of Israel if 
a (Arab) League member 
directly involved in the 
peace process made such a 
proposal to. the league," 
said another analyst. 

“Oman did not go against 
the GCC by doing so," he 
added. 

The Riyadh-based 
’alliance, which is due to 
hold its next annual summit 
in Oman in December, also 
includes Kuwait, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, Qatar 
and Bahrain. 

Analysts said that while 
some Gulf states might de- 
cide to do follow Oman's 
example, they did not ex- 
pect these to include Saudi 
Arabia, the GCCs domi- 
nant partner and largest 
economy. 

“The biggest country on 
the block can’t play this 
game," one analjrct said. 

Even in Muscat's case, 
analysts said, Israeli pro- 
ducts were not expected to 
be available soon on the 
Omani market. 

“It is not completely dis- 
counted but it will take 
time. It will also be difficult 
m the beginning for Omani 
consumers to go out and 
buy a ‘made in I&aeT pro- 
duct,” one said. 

Israel’s Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement on Sun- 
day night that the agree- 
ment with Oman was meant 
to "encourage coopera- 
tion... in economic and 
technical fields." 

It said the two sides were 
discussing joint water, agri- 
cultural, medical and tele- 
communications projects. 


LETTERS 

Strict response warranted 

To the Editor: 

MjL SALAMEH Ne’emat’s allegations that some 
officials, journalists or even members of Parliament 
are on the payroll of a foreign embassy requires an 
uncompromising, strict response from our national 
newspapers, which were renowned for their neutral- 
ity and objectivity. 

Mr. Ne emat must receive his information straight 
from the source. After all. professional journalism 
requires education, veracity and culture. 

Said D. Khalifeh, 

Amman 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and omtfibutiom from 
£ ° n »nv subject thev wish to tackle. Lei tiers 

intended for publication, hmrever. should 

rln U fu , J! ume i{ nJ preferably address as 
can be withheld only upon request and under special 
circumstances. Letter* are subject to editing. The newspap- 
er is not responsible for the return of unused manuscripts. 
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,q am jo 'blood stepp'd ip 
so for that,, should I wade 
do more, returning were as 
tedious as gP o’er.' Those 
sentiments — perhaps ex- 
pressed in less poetic vein 
01 were no doubt muttered* 
to each other by President 
Jacques Chirac and Chan-| 
ceflor Helmut Kohl at their 1 
Majorca hotel retreat dur- 
ing last week’s discussions 
on the European Union’s 
exchange-rate turbulence. 
Like Macbeth, both Mr. 
Chirac and Mr. Kohl have 
good cause to fear a tragic 
denouement if the Maas- 
tricht project for economic 
and monetary union 
(EMU) comes nnstuck. 
France and Germany have 
invested so much capital in 
the single currency plan 
that for either of them to 
call it off now would be 
conceived as a disaster in 
Bonn and Paris, as well as 
in many other parts of the 
EU. 

None the less, the events 
of the past week — the 
warning from the German 
finance minister, Theo 
Waigel, about the fitness of 
Italy, Belgium and the 
Netherlands for EMU, the 
stirring of trade union strife 
in France, and the run into 
the mark and Swiss franc — 
make it .clear that the time- 
table to bring about EMU 
by 1999 is not feasible. The 
sooner Europe comes to 
terms with this uncomfort- 
able truth, the better. 

Currency troubles could 
soon spill over into a full- 
scale crisis centred on the 
French franc. The weakness 
of die franc may require the 
Bank of France to hoist 
interest rates in the coming 
weeks. Mr. Chirac and his 
prime minister. Alain Jup- 
p 6, mil be highly reluctant 
to countemance this step in 
view of the precarious state 
of the French economy and 
the threatened labour un- 
rest. If France is forced to 
choose (like Britain in 
1992) the alternative course 
of lower interest rates and a 
loosening of its links with 
the mark, the next few 
months may well echo to 
the disagreeable cacophony 
of European governments 
seeking to blame each other 


Blood pact that must end in gore 

Europe’s current timetable for a single currency 
will lead to political disaster, predicts David Marsh 


tor the upset. 

Part of the culpability ’ 
does indeed attach to 
France and those other 
would-be EMU members 
who are still a long way 
from fulfilling the economic 
criteria (particularly on 
government deficits and 
debt) that were agreed in 
1991 as determining the 
suitability of individual eco- 
nomies to join a single cur- 
rency. The prime responsi- 
bility, however, for the 
EMU plan almost certainly - 
having to be shelved lies 
with Germany, the country 
which (along with France) 
drove the Maastricht pro- 
cess to show that the new 
reunified Germany was just 
as reliable and committed 
to European integration as 
the old Western-oriented 
Federal Republic. 

. From Mr. Kohl down- 
wards, the Bonn establish- 
ment has always supported 
EMU, essentially for 
reasons of foreign policy. 
Yet ever since the plan was 
hatched at the end of the 
Eighties, the German 
electorate has consistently 
shown that it does not want 
to give up the mark. Many 
ordinary Germans instinc- 
tively feel that a new Euro- 
pean currency would be less 
secure than the one that has 
guided them for nearly half 
a century: The mark has 
become a badge and instru- 
ment of post-war stability 
and prosperity. The reti- 
cence of the public is shared 
by much of German indus- 
try, particularly small and 
medium-sized firms, 
although the big banks have 
supported the EMU idea so 
far. 

Waigel’s blunt remarks 
were simply the latest sign 
of Bonn’s cooling towards 
EMU in the past few years. 
Mr. Kohl in Majorca did his 



timetable for a single currency will lead to political disaster 

Helmut Kohl and Jacques Chirac appear to be heading for doom 


implacable best to calm . 
jangled European nerves, 
but German politicians 
have now frilly grasped the 
mood of the burgher in the 
street. In a country as 
democratic as Germany has 
now become, no measure as 
significant and sweeping as 
the replacement of the cur- 


rency can be undertaken 
without the support of the 
people. 


To improve the EMU’s 
public image, the govern- 
ment has attempted to in- ‘ 
troduce additional condi- 
tions governing German 


participation, going beyond 
the criteria written into the 
Maastricht treaty. Yet with 
each new requirement — , 
first that monetary union 
should be accompanied by 
an (as yet undefined) form 
of political union, then that 
the European central bank 
should be in Frankfurt. 


then that the new currency 
should not be called the 
ecu, and now (as Waigel 
suggested last week) that 
the EMU debt criteria 
^should be further 
toughened — with each of 
'these the impression has 
grown that Germany is 
seeking to escape its treaty 


obligations. Ironically, 
while each new attempt to 
tighten the EMU screw has 
unsettled Germany's part- 
ners, it has done little to 
assuage the fears of the 75 
per cent of the German 
electorate who, according 
to public opinion polls, 
oppose tiie single currency. 
The belief persists that the 
mark’s fate mil be a big and 
emotional issue in 1998 
elections. 

How did we get into this 
mess? It is essential to real- 
ise that, for many informed 
Germans, the writing has 
long been on the wall. Mr. 
Kohl received no shortage 
of advice that the Maas- 
tricht timetable was flawed 
in setting out a supposedly 
automatic process for the 
establishment of EMU at 
the latest on Jan. 1, 1999. 
Karl Otto Pohl, then Bun- 
desbank president, forecast 
as long ago as 1989 that the 
-German population would 
show “considerable resist- 
ance” once they realised 
that EMU meant control of 
their money would pass 
' abroad. 

At the Maastricht summit 
in December 1991, Mr. 
Kohl's officials showed 
great unease at the “auto- 
maticity" of the EMU 
timetable railroaded 
through by then President 
Francois Mitterrand and 
Gittiio Andreotti, the then 
Italian prime minister. One - 
senior member of Mr. 
Kohl’s entourage told me 
privately at Maastricht that 
• the plan was a ’’time 
bomb;” four years later, his 
wanting has been vindi- 
' cated. In having pushed ■ 
through a treaty that many 
■senior Germans believed all 
along would be difficult or 
impossible to put into, 
effect, the German govern- 
ment has laid itself open to 
charges of duplicity, or 


worse, by its partners. This 
is precisely the effect Mr. 
Kohl was most eager to 
avoid. 

What happens next? The 
trouble with EMU is that it 
is both politically explosive 
and beset by pitfalls of great 
technical complexity, where 
each apparent solution 
grows into a Hydra's head 
of fresh problems. Bending 
the EMU rules to allow 
innocuous little Belgium to 
join, for instance, is diffi- 
cult to manage because Ita- 
ly (which the Bundesbank 
most firmly wants to keep 
out) could then claim it was 
being unfairly treated. 
Similarly, insisting that 
EMU can take place only 
with a small “core” group 
(of Germany, and the Be- 
nelux countries, and pos- 
sibily France) is convincing 
only up to a point. Such an 
outcome would not remove 
the threat of competitive 
devaluations, particularly 
worrisome to German in- 
dustry, by countries such as 
the U.K.. Italy, Spain and 
Sweden. 

The storm clouds over 
the Maastricht plan will 
almost inevitably force a 
postponement of EMU. 
Yet the subject will remain 
on European politicians’ 
agendas, not least because 
the resulting economic 
turbulence will, if anything, 
increase the mirage-like 
appeal of the goal of cur- 
rency stability. One lesson 
of the- Maastricht saga, 
however, must be learnt. A 
plan that appears noble and 
persuasive from a foreign 
policy point of view, yet 
which is perceived domesti- 
cally as countering a coun- 
try's fundamental interests, 
is likely not to succeed but 
to scatter the seeds of mis- 
trust and misfortune. 

It may even end with the 
gory head of one of the 
protagonists being bran- 
dished, as was Macbeth's in 
the final scene of the play. 


The author is director of 
European strategy for 
Robert Fleming, the 
London-based investment 
bank. The above article is 
reprinted from the Inde- 
pendent. 


Bosnia truce talks ‘inconclusive’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

new and more disturbing 
phase. We are now receiving 
reports of robbery, often by- 
men in uniforms, as opposed 
to the looting of abandoned 
houses,’’ said U.N. 
spokemsan Chris Gunness. 

“United Nations civilian 
police have reported at least 
ten cases of this in the past 
week,” he added. 

Despite Croatian claims 
that it had arrested hundreds 
erf people in connection with 
looting, Mr. Gunness said 
that the attacks continued 
into last week, more than six 
weeks since the offensive to 
retake the previously Serb- 
held Krajina region ended. 

“Until we see these activi- 


j-fies halted,_we will continue 
• to believe that either there is 
a problem with command and 
control — and although the 
command has been given out 
it’s not reaching the ground 
— or that at some level, most 
likely a very low level, (there 
is) at least some kind of 
complicity in these acts." he 
.told reporters. 

Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman admitted last 
month that Croatian forces 
bad engaged in some “repris- 
als'' against Serbs, and con- 
demnwl these acts, but said 
they were understandable. 

Mr. Gunness estimated 
that between 3,755 'and 4,155 
people remained in Croatia's 
devastated Krajina region 


from a population of about 
185,000 before the Croatian 
army retook control in Au- 
gust. In some areas. 90 per 
cent of the homes were 
burned following the Croa- 
tian army’s taking of the Kra- 
jina. which Serbs seized from 
Croatians in 1991. 

Those w(io remained 
generally did so because they 
were too poor or too old to 
make the arduous trip made 
by others to Serbia, and these 
most vulnerable were being 
systematically victimised. 

“Whereas previously there 
was looting of abandoned, 
empty houses, now that peo- 
ple are back in their houses, 
or some people are back in. 
there are more and more 
cases of people being robbed 
at gunpoint,” said Mr. Gun- 
ness. 


Libya prepares for expulsions 


(Continued from page 1) 

’ Panos Moumtziz, spokes- 
man for the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), said 160 families 
were camping out in the non- 
man’s land on the border, but 
could give no overall total of 
people. 

« The latest arrivals joined 
< 1 Palestinians who have 
wen stuck in limbo for more 
than a month after Egypt 
refused them entry. 

Libya enlarged on Monday 
the camp where the stranded 
Palestinians are staying. A 
dozen more tents were set 
up, bringing to about 85 the 
number that could been seen 
in the 300 metre-wide no- 
man’s land. 

An electrical generator and 
two water trucks were 
brought into the camp. Two 


field hospitals were set up as 
well as a tent to be used as a 
mosque. Children on Mon- 
day also began going to a 
makeshift school in the camp. 

On Sunday a Libyan diplo- 
mat said-up to 5,000 more 
would be expelled this week 
as Tripoli presses on with the 
campaign despite appeals 
from the PLO. 

Egypt has allowed entry 
only to Palestinians assured 
of transiting directly to the 
Gaza Strip or Jordan and has 
refused to allow U.N. relief 
aid to the stranded, saying 
they were a Libyan problem. 

Mr. Moumtziz, however, 
said he asked the Egyptian 
government if the UNHCR 
could send a mission to the 
border to see if the Palesti- 
nians were short of food or. 
water. 

“We still haven’t received 


a reply from the authorities,” 
he said. 

In Amman. Mr. Zanoun 
said: “We remind Colonel 
Qadhafi that it is the Palesti- 
nians who built his country.*' 

“This action is stupid.” 
Mr. Zanoun said, referring to 
the expulsions. 

He said he planned to talk 
'‘urgently with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
and the Arab League to stop 
the expulsions and ask the 
PLO to address the United 
Nations Security Council.” 

Mr. Zanoun accused the 
Arab League of dealing 
“carelessly” with the issue erf 
the expelled Palestinians and 
said the PNC would seek 
international support to 
pressure Libya to reverse the 
expulsions decision. 

“We'll bring up the issue 
during the world parlia- 
mentarians conference this 
month." he said. 


U.S. airports on security alert 

. • 

(Continued from page 12) 

many delays really. What 
people might notice is an 
increase in surveillance by 

airport police," said Tara 
Hamilton, spokeswoman for 
the two airports. “We’ll have 
increased announcements... 
reminding people to keep an 
eye on their luggage. This is 
all m place, but it will be 


suen as a drivers license 
or passport and expect bags 
fo be checked more often 
than before, a spokeswoman 
jot Chicago’s Midway and 
pUare international airports 
said. 

‘These measures are not as 
Jjnngent as what we saw with 
>he ... Gulf war, which 


allowed ticketed passengers, 
only and had no skycap 
check-up,” said Lisa Ho- 
ward. spokeswoman for Chi- 
cago's aviation department. 

Transportation Secretary 
Pena asked Federal Aviation 
Administrator (FAA) David 
Hinson to direct airport au- 
thorities and air carriers to 
upgrade security as outlined 
in an FAA directive issued in 
early August. 

"The decision to increase 
security is based upon an 
assessment provided by 
federal law enforcement and 
intelligence agencies, com- 
bined with an analysis of the 
current srate of affairs." Mr. 
Pena said in a statement. 

The bombing led to wide-i 
spread heightening of secur- 
ity around federal facilities. 


.Syrian, Egyptian 

(Continued from page 12) 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres urged Syria 
and Lebanon Monday to quit 
their footdragging and make 
peace in the Middle East a 
reality. 

Mr. Peres told the U.N. 
General Assembly that the 
two countries had “to stop 
.hesitating, to stop wonder- 
ing. They have to... come in. 
■and follow up." 

He singled out President 
Assad, who, be said, was 
“making security the major 
agenda" and for limiting talks) 
to military issues.” 

“Experience has shown 
that through a negotiation on 
all levels, embracing all 
issues, without timidity, with- 
out fatigue, we can achieve 
peace,” Mr. Peres said. 


PLO demands prisoner release 

(Continued from page 1) 


ment will see what it can do 
about it.” 

According to an Israeli ver- 
sion of the accord initialled in 
Taba, Egypt, last week, “all 
female detainees and prison- 
ers shall be released” on the 
signing of the agreement. 

The 10 Israeli prisoners — 
among them Ami Popper 
who was jailed for shooting 
dead seven Palestinians in 
Israel in 1990 — took their 
case to Israel’s high court of 
justice demanding an equal 
chance to be pardoned. 

Like the high court. Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin was 
against freeing them. The 
Israeli leader said on Sunday: 
“I think that whoever mur- 
ders Palestinians out of a 
longing for revenge does not 
deserve a thing.” 

Israel has agreed to free 
about 2,000 of the 6,000 
Palestinians it holds as pan of 
the accord expanding 16- 
month-oid Palestinian rule 
beyond Gaza and Jericho to 
more of the West Bank. 

“We will not tiy to force 
decisions onto the presi- 
dent,” Mr. Rabin said after 
talks with Mr. Weizman on 
his return from Washington. 
"I presume he will bear in 
mind political and other fac- 
tors, but ultimately the deci- 
pion is his.” 

f The issue cleared one hur T 
die Monday when supreme 
court rejected an appeal to 
block the release of Palesti- 
nian prisoners. 

Mr. Weizman, who is also 
under pressure from the 
right-wing has said he will 
give his verdict on the re- 
leases after parliament meets 
on Thursday to vote on the 
autonomy accord. 

A narrow majority in par- 


liament is expected to 
approve the West Bank deal, 
but the president’s spokes- 
man said be would still not 
budge on his stand, “even if it 
harms the peace process.” 

A senior justice ministry 
official warned that the “cre- 
dibility of the government is 
at stake,” and accused Mr. 
Weizman of trying to block 
the path because of his 
opposition to the autonomy 
deals. 

Legal experts are examin- 
ing ways to circumvent the 
president's decision if he re- 
fuses to approve the releases, 
a cabinet source said. 

The government’s legal 
adviser. Michael Ben-Yair, 
said Palestinians from the 
occupied territories did not 
require an amnesty from Mr. 
Weizman to be set free and 
that only one case — a 
woman from annexed East 
Jerusalem — fell under his 
jurisdiction. 

Meanwhile Israel, in a 
symbolic move after the self- 
rule accord, removed roadb- 
locks from two entrances to 
Hebron easing the flow of 
traffic but keeping troops 
there, witnesses said. 

They said troops loaded 
onto, trucks concrete blocks 
used to slow traffic at Heb- 
ron's main entrance and at 
another road, and removed 
them. But the army kept 
observation posts and mobile 
army units in the area. 

“As far as I see, not much 
has ch;anged. The fence is still 
there and the army is still 
there,” said Adnan Al 
Hourani, a storekeeper; 

Under ther agreement 
signed at the White House, 
Israel agreed to remove some 
roadblocks to ease the flow of 


traffic into Hebron and other 
West- Bank areas., 

The two. sides negotiated 
special arrangements' 1 for 
Hebron because some 400 
Jewish settlers live in the 
heart of the city among 
120,000 Palestinians. The 
town has often been a flash- . 
point for Arab-Jewish vio- 
lence. 

Israel's cabinet was mean- 
while told of fresh warnings 
ithat militants opposed to the 
putonomy accord to stage 
suicide 'attacks during the 
Jewish holidays. 

Mr. Rabin adviser urged 
Israelis ro be on the lookout 
for bombs, especially while 
riding on buses, shopping in 
outdoor markets and praying 
in synagogues. 

“There is certainly in- 
formation of a possible 
attack,” Mr. Sand said after 
Monday's cabinet meeting. 
“Security forces are doing 
what they need to do, but 
every citizen needs to open 
our eyes and notice anything 
suspicious.” 

Soldiers manning roadb- 
locks and bases in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip were 
told to be on high alert, the 
radio said. The army refused 
comment on the report. 

On Sunday, Israel ex- 
tended a closure of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip through 
Friday, barring tens of 
thousands of Palestinian, 
labourers from their jobs in 
Israel. The travel ban affects 
two million Palestinians. 

Gaza has been sealed since 
Sept. 20 when security off 
officials said they received 
warnings that tbe militant 
group Islamic Jihad planned 
an attack in Israel. 

A closure was imposed on 
the West Bank last Wednes- 
day. 


Exercises continue in Kuwait 


■- (Continued ■ from page 1) 

Iraqi official in London Sun- comments to Mr. Ekeus, 


iS-i- 


day night as saying the Sun- 
day Times report was also an 
attempt to create tension in 
Kuwait. 

Kuwait said Sunday it was 
taking the report seriously, 
but chief U.N. weapons in- 
spector Rolf Ekeus, asked 
whether there were any un- 
usual troop movements in 
Iraq, said: “As far as I know-* 
the atmosphere was quiet, 
cordial and relaxed.” 

Mr. Ekeus was speaking to, 
reporters in Bahrain where 
he arrived Sunday after a 
three-day visit to Iraq. 

Bahrain's emir said mean- 
while that he supported 
efforts of the United Nations 
agency in charge of verifying 


chairman of the United Na- 
tions Special Commission 
(UNSCOM), which is over- 
seeing dismantling of Iraq’s 
weapons programme under 
Gulf war ceasefire terms. 

GNA said Mr. Ekeus 
briefed Sheikh Isa on UN- 
SCOM's missions in Iraq and 
his talks with Iraqi officials. 

Mr. Ekeus returned to 
Bahrain, field headquarters 
' for U.N. missions visiting 
Iraq, on Sunday after a two- 
day visit to Baghdad where 
he said many unanswered 
questions remained about 
Iraq's secret military prog- 
rammes. 

’There are issues remain- 


that Iraq was dismantling its t n g to be cleared u p both in 
weapons of mass destruction, the missiles and chemical 


the Gulf News Agency 
(GNA) reported. 

It said Sheikh Isa Ben Sul- 
mari Al Khalifa made the 


side, and also in the new 
biological field obviously we 
have to verify a number of 
issues.” Mr. Ekeus said. 


Quake kills at least 57 in Turkey 


(Co nt i n u ed from page 1) 

as Swiss rescue workers with 
sniffer, dogs searched col- 
lapsed buildings for possible 
survivors. 

"It was a sudden, very vio- 
lent iremor.” said housewife 
Dondu Ucma, 34. She was 
taking shelter in a tent, too 
frightened to return to her 
damaged home. “Everything 
in the house fell over and 
broke.” she said. 

Single-srorey shanry 
houses in the outskirts of the 
town were relatively undam- 
aged. 

An earthquake killed 330 
people in Dinar in 1925. Tur- 


key's biggest quake in recent 
years, in the eastern town of 
Frzincan in 1992. killed more 
than 500 people. 

President Suleyman De-. 
mirel visited the town, situ- 
ated on a high plain in .an 
agricultural region known in 
Turkey as the Lake district. 

“Dinar has been badly hit. 
We don't know the exact 
damage.” he was quoted by 
Anatolian as saying. “It will 
become clearer by evening, 
he said. 

Prime Ministr Tansu Ciller 
also visited Dinar, further de- 
laying her 12-day efforts to 
form a new government after 
her resignation last month. 


Sudan: No early thaw in U.S. ties 


(Continued from page 12) 
'Baghdad in the 1990-91 Gulf 
crisis. 

Gen. Bashir said he hud 
not supported Iraq in the 
war. but had only objected to 
the massive build-up of 
Western-led forces in the re- 
gion that preceded the 1991 
conflict. 

Qatar and Sudan have 
agreed to launch a joint oil 
company to pump 5.000 bar- 
rels a day from fields 600 
kilometres south of Khar- 
toum on the White Nile, east 
of the southern township of 
Melul. 

The first phase of the ven- 
ture is expected to cosi about 
$12 million. Later plans call 
for an additional $30 million. 

Gen. Bashir said his gov- 
ernment would press ahead 
with its “Islamic agenda” and 


continue to apply Islamic law 
"whatever the pressure and 
political and economic 
threats." 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment has had Sudan on its list 
of countries promoting ter- 
rorism for the past two years, 
while neighbouring Egypt ac- 
cused Khartoum of being be- 
hind a failed attempt to kill 
Egypt accused Khartoum "of 
being behind a failed attempt 
to kill President Hosni 
Mubarak in Ethiopia in June. 

Gen. Bashir also blamed 
violent street protests which 
rocked Khartoum last month 
on communists, and said ‘all 
students arrested after the 
riots had been released. 

The Sudanese president ar- 
rived in Oatur Sunday on his 
wavback from a tour of China 
and Vietnam. 


N-test ignites condemnation 


(Continued from page 12) 

around the world would have 
stopped the tests. 

“We are very, veiy ■ dis- 
appointed, but we will not 
take any further steps. We 
will have to explain by 
words,” she said before start- 
ing a scheduled meeting with 
her EU counterparts in Lux- 
embourg. 

Danish Foreign Minister 
Niels Helver-Petersen. who 
led the chorus of EU dis- 
approval of the first test, was 
detected. “I have already ex- 
pressed my deep disappoint- 
ment." he said.,. 

Luxembourg and the 
Netherlands also condemned 
the blast. 

While Britain said it would 
not be pushed into taking 
sides in the nuclear debate. 
Greenpeace activists climbed 


onto the roof of the French 
ambassador's residence in 
London to protest over the 
test. 

“It is for the French to 
justify these nuclear tests, but 
what we must do is keep our 
eve on the main strategic 
objective which is the com- 
prehensive test ban treaty 
which will permanently ban 
all nuclear tests.” British 
Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind said. 

In a television interview. 
New Zealand's Bolger turned 
*up the heat on Britain, which 
faces diplomatic isolation at a 
Commonwealth heads of 
government meeting summit 
in New Zealand in Novem- 
ber. Britain's refusal to con- 
demn France is expected to 
be a key subject of discussion 
at the meeting. 


Children asked to 
vote for Saddam 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi" 
children are to be asked to 
back Saddam Hussein as 
president in a special referen- 
dum to be carried out in 
schools next week, newspap- 
ers reported here Monday. 
Iraq's five million schoolchil- 
dren are being given the 
chance to vote on Oct. 11 
because they are too young to 
take part in an unpre- 
cedented referendum to 
reelect Saddam Hussein as 

f 'resident four days later, the 
raqi Students Federation 
said. In a message to Presi- 
dent Saddam, quoted by the 
press, the government-run 
federation, said it wanted to 
allow pupils “to express their 
fidelity and loyalty to the 
leader for his paternal en- 
couragement." 
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Baghdad prepares opinion 
for return to oil market 


LIMASSOL. Cyprus (Agen- 
cies) — Iraq sought to reas- 
sure oil producers Monday 
that its return to the world oil 
market after the end of U.N. 
sanctions would not push 
down prices Or harm their 
interests. 

Iraq's oil production, 
which stands at 0.7 million 
barrels of oil per day (bpd). 
mostly for domestic con- 
sumption. could climb to two 
million bpd after the end of 
sanctions and rise again to six 
million bpd within several 
years, said Saadallah Fathi. 
Iraqi oil ministry advisor. 

But this return “will not 
have, the negative impact on 
prices some people often cite 
or speculate about," Mr. 
Fathi told a conference on 
Middle East energy strategy 
held in Limassol. Cyprus. 

“Our intention is to streng- 
then and stabilise the oil mar- 
ket for the benefit of all its 
participants." he said. 

Iraq's extra output is in line 
with expected expansion of 
the oil market anyway, he 
added. The Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) is forecast to 
increase its output from 28 
million bpd in 1995 to up to 
41 million bpd in 2005. 

Iraq has been under a U.N. 
oil and trade embargo since 
its August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. Its pre-1990 produc- 
tion level was 3.2 million 
bpd. 

“Iraq is one of the most 
under-explored and under- 
developed oil provinces in 
the world," the oil ministry 
advisor said. Total produc- 
tion in Iraq between 1927 and 
1990 stood at 21 billion bar- 
rels or 3.3 per cent of world 
output, which is “disprop- 
ortionate to its proven re- 
serves.” 

Limited oil sales 

Senior Iraqi government 
officials are pressing for the 
resumption of limited crude 
oil sales to ease the huma- 
nitarian situation in the coun- 
try, the Middle East Econo- 
mic Survey (ME ESI said on 
Monday. • 

It said -the measure could 
be introduced after an Iraqi 


cabinet change and that the 
United States has said it 
would not oppose imple- 
mentation of U.N. Resolu- 
tion 986, which allows Iraq to 
' sell oil worth $2 billion over 
six months to meet humanita- 
rian needs. 

Iraq has turned down the 
deal, saying the close moni- 
toring would infringe its 
sovereignty. 

“Reports reaching MEES 
from Baghdad indicate that 
several senior officials in the 
Iraqi government are now 
advocating the acceptance of 
Resolution 986,” the Nicosia- 
based newsletter said. 

“These officials argue that,- 
under the present circumst- 
ances of Iraq's complete 
ostracism by the international 
community, there is-no pros- 
pect that the oil sanctions 
would even be seriously re- 
viewed before the U.S. pres- 
idential elections in Novem- 
ber 1996. 

“The officials also point 
out that the deteriorating 
political situation and the 
dire economic conditions in 
the country are such that it 
would be very difficult to 
maintain law and order with- 
out some kind of alleviation 
such as would be provided by 
the limited oil sales expe- 
dient.” MEES said. 

MEES said the president 
of the Security Council asked 
Iraq's U.N. envoy Nizar 
Hamdoon last month to urge 
Baghdad to resume the oil 
sales after the United States 
said it would not try to stop 
them. 

Under Resolution 986. 
Iraq would be allowed to 
export SI billion worth of oil 
every three months which, 
according to the authoritative 
MEES. translate into an ex- 
port volume of 700.000 bar- 
rels per day. That would be 
over and above Iraq's present 
output of 550.000 bpd. 

More than five years after 
the U.N. sanctions were im- 
posed, Iraq's humanitarian 
needs are immense. It needs 
S2.S billion in food aid to 
avert widespread hunger. . 
according to officials from 
the U.N. World Food Prog- 
ramme and Food and Agri- 


cultural Organisation. 

‘ Four million people are 
destitute and nearly 70 per 
cent of the country's 20 mil- 
lion people lacks the income 
to buy sufficient food, the 
officials said. 

Iraq's proven reserves at 
the start of 1993 were 112 
billion barrels, or 112 years' 
worth at its 1989 production 
rate of a billion barrels a 
year, Mr. Fathi told the 
Limassol meeting. 

Moreover/ Iraq's possible 
reserves stand at 214 billion 
barrels, he added. 

Another point in its favour 
is that 40 per cent of its 
reserves are in six oil fields 
already under development. 
. and another 40 per cent in 10 
other fields pinpointed by the 
oil industry but not yet ex- 
ploited. he said. 

That makes exploitation 
easier, especially since the oil 
Helds are huge by world stan- 
dards. he said. 

However, Iraq's 1980-1988 
t^ar with Iran and the 1991 
Gulf war had hit its resources 
hard and Baghdad needs S25 
billion to finance its plans. 
Mr. Fathi said. 

“We will continue the de- 
velopment of our producing 
oil fields by ourselves.” he 
said, suggesting, however, 
that it may be possible to 
“negotiate with interested 
parties either on the basis of 
service or production-sharing 
contracts." 

“There are even areas in 
Iraq where we are prepared 
to go into risk-type arrange- 
ments. This couid be applic- 
able to areas where we have 
done very little or no ex- 
ploitation' work such as the 
western desert.” he said. 

But Iraq must first secure a 
lifting of the U.N. embargo. 

Mr. Fathi would not specu- 
late on a date, but said: "The 
pressure and excuses of one 
or two countries to extend 
the embargo unnecessarily 
are counter-productive and 
do not contribute to the nor- 
malisation of the situation or 
the stability in an important 
region such as ours." 


Lebanon seeks $500m from World Bank 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon is, 
seeking soft loans totalling 
S500 million from the World 
Bank for rebuilding its war- 
damaged roads network, an 
official of the public works 
ministry said. 

Samah Makarem, head of 
the ministry’s roads depart- 
ment. told Reuters talks were 
under way between the gov- 
ernment and World Bank 


representatives on its con- 
tribution to the project. 

"According to my informa- 
tion. there are promises from 
the World Bank administra- 
tion ... to give assistance to 
the Lebanese government 
which may reach up to $500 
million to cover 50 per cent of 
the roads rehabilitation pro- 
ject.” he said. 


‘Mr. Makarem said the aid 
would be in the form of low- 
interest long-term loans over 
six years. 

He put the total cosLof the 
first phase of rehabilitating 
Lebanon's 6.300-km long 
road network at SI billion'. 
The roads have been poorly 
maintained for years and 
some were badly damaged in 
the 1975-90 civil war. 


THE Daily Crossword by Melvin Kenworthy 


ACROSS 
1 Tilled lady 
5 A Stevenson 
10 Goes astray 

14 Eye part 

15 Cough and rain 
ends 

16 Cookie 

17 Song phrase 

20 Urgent 

21 Vaquero’s rope 

22 Before 

23 Monk 
25 Stick 

29 Middling 

30 Past 

33 o’clock..." 

34 “To fetch — 
of..." 

35 Sine — non 

36 Tuchman 
opus 

40 Koppel or 
Williams 

41 Mexican fare 

42 Fill up 

43 Cal. abbr. 

44 Captured 

45 Cause 

47 What's left 

48 Part of a min. 

49 Thorny bush 
52 Waste away 
57 "Seek — ..." 

(Byron) 

60 Elevator man 

61 — work (road 
sign) 


pi 5 U Pf ^^■10 11 112 113 


25 1 26 27 28 


30 31 32 


49 50 51 


|53 154 155 |56 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 


1 1 La Douce . 

12 Orderly 

13 Leguminous 
seed 

18 North Sea 
feeder 
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□□a nal 


62 In addition 

19 Copper and tin 

63 District 

alloy 

64 Bose and 

23 Idles 

Anjou 

24 — Minor 

65 Loch — 

25 Malicious 

26 Different 

DOWN 

27 Obeys 

1 Jettison 

28 Sch. subj. 

2 Declare 

29 Ghost 

positively 

30 Blue-greens 

3 Only 

31 Enthusiasm 

4 All — (very 

32 Like some 

attentive) 

grain 

5 Regard 

34 Tie 

6 Idle one 

37 Says 

7 Protracted 

38 Temple 

8 Liable 

39 Juliette Low’s 

9 Somewhat: sufl. 

org. 

10 Bulgarian city 

45 Responds 


igaaaaa □□□□ □□□ 
Dana □□□□a Qog 

Edq □□□□□ anon i 
dob □□□□ □□□□□□ 
n □□□ naan 
■ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
pann □□□ oh dqqp 

■MBPflBfl □□□□ 
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46 “ — homo- 

47 Della of sonq 

48 Vilify 

49 Josip — 

50 Paper section, 
briefly 

51 “The fat — the 
fire" (Heywood) 


52 Best of fiction 

53 old 
cowhand" 

54 Proficient 

55 — Trueheart 

56 Love god 

58 Demon 

59 Bom 
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Bailout fund a challenge for the White House 

w . . . „ .,.,1 rr tnrc months. 


WASHINGTON (AP) - 
The Clinton administration is 
faring the tough job of com- 
ing up with 528 billion for a 
new emergency bailout fund 
to deal with future Mexico- 
style financial crises. 

That issue was expected to 
be a primary topic this week 
as the 179-nation Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF1 and 
its sister lending organisa- 
tion. the World Bank, hold 
their annual meetings. The 
gatherings get under way 
with preliminary events on 
Wednesday. 

The administration hopes 
to win a formal endorsement 
from the IMFs policy-setting 
interim committee for crea- 


credit established at the IMF 
by the United States and 1 1 
other wealthy nations. The 
Other half would have to be 
raised from new contribu- 
tions. 

Not only would the current 
12 donors — including the 
United States. Japan. Ger r 
many. France. Britain and 
Saudi Arabia — be asked to 
put up more money, but the 
original group hopes ro rap 
newly wealthy Asian nations 
such as South Korea. 
Taiwan. Malaysia and Singa- 
pore. 

But so far no country has 
come forward with any speci- 
fic pledge. There have’ been a 
number of objections, rang- 


rion of a new "emergency - ing from what status the new 


financing mechanism" to 
help nations facing sudden 
financial calamity. ' 

The new fund would have 
access to £56 billion. Half of 
that money would come from 
an existine S28 billion line of 


donors would have to worries 
that the mere establishment 
of such a fund will encourage 
risky behaviour. 

"What will stop a country 
from pursuing reckless poli- 
cies. from going deeper into 


debt, knowing if they fail, the 
newly created fund stands 
ready with a bailout." asked 
Sen. Lauch Faircloth. a Re- 
publican from North Caroli- 
na who has already intro- 
duced leeislation to keep the 
United States from partici- 
pating in any new bailout 
fund. 

The administration.' 
however, argues that gening 
more countries involved is 
precisely what is needed to 
make sure that the United 
Stats, as the world's largest 
economy, is not left to deal 
with a future crisis bv' itself. 

In the Mexican crisis. Pres- 
ident Clinton used his own 
authority to proride S20 bil- 
lion in U.S. assistance and 
after some arm-twisting got 
other countries to agree to a 
$17.8 billion IMF package, 
the largest in the agency's 
50-year history. 

While there have been 
attempts by Republicans in 


Iranian oil source doubts 
OPEC production cuts 


Congress to revoke the U.S. 
assistance, the administration 
insists that recent favourable 
economic developments in 
Mexico prove the rescue 
package was the correct 
approach. 

The Mexican crisis was 
precipitared last Dec. 20 
when the country was forced 
to devalue its currency after 
investors became frightened 
and began cashing in their 
peso-denominated invest- 
ments. 

“The speed and size ot 
todav's global capital markets 
means the need for resources 
to halt such crises is greater 
than ever.” Deputy Treasury 
Secretary Lawrence Sum- 
mers said on Friday. 

But the administration 
concedes that it does not yet 
have donors lined up for the 
new emergency fund. 

A senior IMF official, who 
briefed reporters on the up- 
coming meetings, said he ex- 
pected' formal approval of the 
emergency fund at the annual 
meeting. But he also pre- 
dicted that the actual financ- 
ing commitments would take 


several more months. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition that his name not 
be used, said agreement was 
much closer on a separate 
initiative to provide an early- 
warning system to keep fu- 
ture Mexieo-style crimes from 
erupting. 

The IMF is expected to 
adopt standards for public 
disclosure of basic economic 
information so that private 
investors will be better able 
lo judge how a country is 
performing. 

"If vou want to avoid 
abrupt, irrational actions by 
the markets, then the thing 
vou must provide is adequate 
information.” the IMF offi- 
cial said. 

The IMF proposal would 
call for all countries to report 
on a timelv basis on key 
economic variables such as 
the level of currency re- 
serves. In addition. 40 to 50 
larger countries that have ac- 
cess to international capita] 
markets would be asked to 
provide even more informa- 
tion covering as many as 20 
kev variables. 


ABU DHABI (R) — OPEC 
members should be ready ro 
cut their production ceiling in 
1996 to ensure market stabil- 
ity and shield prices even 
though no such move is now 
mooted, an Iranian oil source 
said on Sunday. 

“Reducing production 
levels is not on the agenda for 
November" when 'the 12- 
nation group meets to discuss 
its policy for next year, said 
the source. “But* member 
states should be willing to. 
take major steps to guarantee 
market stability. 

“If demand falls beneath 
OPEC's 24.52 million barrels 
per day (bpd) production 
ceiling it might he brought 
down. But I~ don't see that 
happening right now.” the 
source added. 

Iran, traditionally a price 
hawk, is OPEC's second 
largest producer with a 3.6 
million bpd quoia. At an oil 


meeting in Venezuela last 
week it said it would propose 
a formula to fellow OPEC 
members in November, to de- 
fend market share and price. 

Oil Minister Gholamreza 
Aghazadeh did not reveal 
that formula but did not rule 
out a possible increase next 
year in OPECs current pro- 
duction ceiling. 

OPEC ministers, who will 
meet in Vienna on Nov. 21. 
seem to have iinle room to 
manoeuvre. The group is pla- 
gued by soft oil prices, 
shrinking market share due 
to nmaway oil production by 
non-OPEt exporters and 
quota-busting by OPEC 
members. 

“OPEC countries don't 
have too much leverage to 
call on non-OPEC states to 
reduce production at this 
point. OPEC states are sup- 
posed to act in the interests of 
the organisation, but some 


don’t.” the Iranian oil source 
told Reuters. 

OPEC's average June- 
August production has been 
about one million bpd above 
the ceiling fixed in 1993, a 
Reuters survey of oil industry 
officials and analysts showed. 

Some OPEC ministers 
have said OPEC should 
maintain the output freeze at 
the next meeting, but others 
say it is premature to predict 
what will happen in Novem- 
ber. 

“Iran does not have a firm 
stand right now because that 
would mean its policy is 
rigid.” said the oil source. 

"This OPEC meeting 
should be guided by market 
forces. OPEC should be 
guided by realities in the mar- 
ket. not by trying to teach 
non-OPEC producers a les- 
son. 


Czech republic, UAE 
to develop trade ties 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


DUBAI (R) — A business 
delegation from the Czech 
Republic is visiting the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates it 1 AEl to 
develop bilateral trade and 
encourage investment in the 
former eastern bloc country . 

In a meeting with Dubai 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry ( DCC1 1 officials on 
Sunday, the group of 30 
Czech ' business people was 
urged to set up a trade centre 
in' the UAE and to work 
towards the signing of a dou- 
ble taxation agreement. 

"We need to avoid double 
taxation... we hope we shall 
have such an agreement 
signed between our two 
countries in the near future.” 
DCC1 Second Vice President 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and Mika Anjtrton 



TOPIA 


Ci ttSTrtimlMa Sanaa. 


‘My doctor say it’s not healthy to 
eat cold pizza for breakfast, so 
I heated it up.” 


LESIA 


RAZABA 


DANUSE 


Answer here : 



WHAT THE 
TWTDIAL-LING 
LAWYER PIR 


Now arrange the carried letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: DANDY IMBUE SAFARI ENSIGN 
Answer. These are handy to keep you In tour* — 
FINGERS 


Peanuts 


I HEARD THE COYOTES 
H0WLIN6 AGAIN LAST 
NI6HT, CHARLIE BROUN.. 


IT WAS 

EERIE . 


T NEVER 
HEARD A 
THINS.. . 


HOW ABOUT 
.YOUR P06? 


f I WAS > 
UNDER THE 
l COVERS.. J 






Andy Cap 


“ 'Waigf. 

4A*«We Mn Air 'V 


A 



LOOJCLAD.K 

iBNBf J 

mSrhb? «■£_ 


^ f WAS S 

GOfN07D' 

.SA.YTHATJ 


Mutfn’Jeff 


/ l MADE UP MV AIMD/ 
IM GOING TO ASKT»« 
BOSS FOR A RAISE IN 
S. SALARV TbDAv/r ^ 


wMb. ea*iiJ 


VOM let*. HMiHv 


NO BOW \ 
ABOUND! 




Hassan Mohammad Bin A l 
Shaikh said. 

Deputy Minister of Indus- 
try and Trade Miroslav 
Soniol. who led the Czech 
delegation, said: “It is a 
mutual goal to have these 
agreements as soon as possi- 
ble." Mr. Soniol said. 

Trade between the Czech 
i Republic and the UAE was 
S24.W million in l*>4. Of this. 
Czech exports totalled S2U.7 
million. 

HOROSCOPE 

I FORECAST FOR TUES- 
DAY, OCTOBER 3. 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer. Carroll Righter 
Astrological Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) Study your daily activities 
this morning and know how 
to' become more efficient at 
them. Get together with good 
friends and loved ones 
tonight. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
-20) Make arrangements for 
enjoyment this morning and 
tonight get your surroundings 
beautified in some way which 
will benefit you largely. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) Think more about your 
home and bow you can best 
beautify h today and make it 
more comfortable for your 
loved ones. Buy a gift for a 
family tie. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) This is an ideal 
day for handling correspond- 
ence and communicating well 
with others of importance on 
the phone or in person for 
your success. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Handling practical and 
money matters which arise 
are easy during the daytime, 
then yon can be off to fun 
places with good friends and 
loved ones. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Go after your 
personal aims today in a posi- 
tive manner and gain them. 
Communicate well with your 
good friends and loved ones 
about any situations. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Get a plan work- 
ing which will gain yon a. 
cherished personal wish to- 
day, then tonight you can 
join with friends you like very 
much. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Take a little 
time to be with good friends . 
during the day today, but the 
evening should be spent with 
your mate in some laving 
moments. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) You can 
advance quickly through pub- 
lic activities during the day- 
time today, but go after per- 
sonal aims this evening which 
will bring you success. 

CAPRICORN; (December 22 
to January 20) Study into new 
interests which can help to 
make today and the future 
brighter and more successful 
for you, then be off to plea- 
sure with good friends. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) This is a good 
day today for handling busi- 
pess matters with associates, 
but tonight get off to new 
and people which will 
bnng you success. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) This is a good day 
to come to a fine understand- 
with associates and then 
make sure to keep agree- 
ments which you have made, 
with influential associates. 

Birthstone of October: Opal 
— Tourmaline 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 


Engineers 

association 

wants 

Islamic 

insurance 

company 

T he Jordan Engineers 
Association asked the 
Islamic Bank to seri- 
ously study the establish- 
ment of an Islamic insur- 
ance company, JEA 
Secretary General Moham- 
mad Najem said. Mr. 
Najem the association had 
repeatedly called on the 
bank to consider the idea. 
He stressed that the JEA 
had no role in the estab- 
lishment of any insurance 
company being founded at 
the present The Ministry 
of Industry and Trade has 
recently received three ap- 
plications for the estab- 
lishment of Islamic insur- 
ance companies. These ap- 
plications were presented by 
the Jordanian Islamic Insu- 
rance Company, Bait A1 
Maqdes Islamic Insurance 
and the Islamic Jordan 
Company for Insurance. (A1 
Ra’i) 

* A total of 3,922,169 mil- 
lion people used their ration 
coupons to buy food at 
government-subsidised 
. prices during the second 
third of this year. Ministry 
of Supply sources said The 
sources said this cost the 
government JD 9,805,422. 
(A1 Ra’i) 

. * The general assembly of 
the Jordan Press and 
Publishing Company, 
which publishes A1 
Dustour Arabic daily, de- 
cided to raise die company's 
capital from JD 1 J5 million 
to JD -2 million. The deci- 
sion was taken at an ex- 
traordinary meeting chaired 
by Chairman of the board 
of directors Kamel Sharif at 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade. Mr. Sharif said the 
increase in the company's 
capital aims to cover ex- 
pansions and future invest- 
ments. He said that the in- 
crease also aims to enable 
the company to buy strate- 
gic reserves of paper to face 
rises in international paper 
.prices. Financial indicators 
show that the company’s 
revenues from advertise- 
ments since the beginning 
~ * of this year till the end of 
August increased by 24 per 
cent, distribution by 7.5 per, 
cent and general income by 
19 per cent. (A1 Ra’il _ 

* The constituent assembly 
of A1 Sal am Investments 
Company announced the es- 
tablishment of the company 
with a capital of JD 9 mil- 
lion. The announcement 
was made at a meeting held 1 
on Thursday under the 
chairmanship of committee 
Chairman Ahmad Taher at 
‘the Jerusalem Hotel. (A1 
; Dustour) 

* A seminar on the future 
of manufacturing clothes in 
Jordan wfll be organised at 
the Jordan Exports 
Development and Commer- 
cial Centres Corporation 
(JEDCCO) on Thursday. 
The seminar, organised by 
the Exports Development 
Department in cooperation 
with the European 
,*■’ Information Centre, will 
include lectures and video 
shows on clothing 
industries and technologies. 
The Exports Development 
Department was estab lished 
in March of 1994 to offer 
technical services to 
Jordanian industries. (AI 
Dustour) 


Saudi firm wins Malaysian contract 


DUBAI. United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — A major 
Saudi company has won a 
subcontract for an airport 
project in Malaysia worth 
£130 million after competing 
against 15 international 
firms. Al Hayat newspaper 
reported on Monday, 

Ben Ladin Contracting was 
the only Middle Eastern com- 
pany to bid for the project to 
build a new international air- 
port in Kuala Lumpur at a 


total cost of around $3.6 billion, 
the London-based daily said. 

The subcontract includes 
the-’Consiruction of pavements 
and buildings linking the 
main terminal with the run- 
ways. it said. 

Ben Ladin was also among 
seven companies shortlisted 
from 19 firms which had bid 
for the main airport contract, 
which was awarded to a con- 
sortium of four Japanese 
companies, said Al Hayat. 


received here. 

Ben Ladin. one of the 
largest private contracting 
firms in Saudi Arabia, has a 
lone experience in airport 
projects as it had carried out 
23 major ventures covering 
the setting up of airports and 
associated facilities. 

The Kuala Lumpur airport 
project is scheduled to be 
completed in 1997 and it 
would be officially inaugu- 
rated in early 1998. 


Israel, China sign deals 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli and 
Chinese companies signed a 
series of agreements worth 
millions of dollars. 

Israel Carp, a giant holding 
company, and B.A.I.C. of 
China signed an agreement to 
build a juice, factory and a 
distribution network for agri- 


cultural produce in. China. 
The deal was worth S15 mil- 
lion, according to the Israel 
Export Institute. 

The Eisenberg group also 
signed a contract to build a 
wholesale market in Beijing, 
which in its final stage will be 
valued at $200 million, the 


Financial 

Markets 

U.S. Dollar tn 1 


Jordan Times 

in co-opo ration with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

itcraatioMl Markets 


Curreocv 

NuayoAk 

Cto 4C 
29/9/95 

Tokyo 

CIoac 

,y * T 2/70/95 

Sterling Pound' 

1,5843 

7.5707** 

Deutsche Mark 

7.4275 

7.4325 

Swiss Franc 

I .7534 

7.7577 « 

French Franc 

4.9240 

4.93S5** 

Japanese Yea 

99.73 

700.00 

European Carreny Unit 

7.2960 

1.2936** 


USD Per ST«: 

'* F-anpeaa Op lake « 1:00 ir. (,'MT 
Eurocurrency I ntimt Katas 


a 2/10/1945 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

5.62 

5.68 

5.6S 

5.68 

Sterling Pound 

6.50 

6.50 

6.50 

6.5 6 

Deutsche Mark 

3.S? 

3.H 

3.81 

3.J7 

Swiss Franc 

2.18 

2.25 

2.25 

2.25 

French Franc 

5.68 

5.68 

5.62 

5.62 

Japanese Yen 

0.25 

0.25 

0.25 

0.31 

European Currency Unit 

5.56 

5.56 

5.56 

5.62 


UnW fatd rate-, for : 


Pitdo ns Metals 


■ raiAi 1 -V Hotter. l.oqajMO or cqanlan. 


»«*■: ?/ J0/I995 


Metal ] 

USDTOz { 

JD/Gia° 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

383.25 

7.50 

Silver 

5.43 

0.720 


* 21 KM 
Cntral 


Bank of Jtnhu Ex^ango Bata ■■lluHn 


D*tm. 2/10/1995 


Currency 


UJ5. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Yen* 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira' 


Belgian Franc 


Bid 


0.7/10 


1,1206 


0.4955 


0.6125 


0.1440 


0.7096 


0.4425 




0.0440 


Offer 


0.7730 


1.1262 


0.4980 


•0.0759 


0.1447 


0.7737 


0.4447 


***** 


0.0442 


2/70/7995 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Omar 

J.S690 

1.8880 

Lebanese Lira" 

0.04365 

0.04445 

Saadi Riyal 

0.1892 

0.7902 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3050 

2.3650 

Qatari Rival 

_ 0_J940 

0.7953 

Egyptian Found 

0.2000 

0.2700 

Omani Riyal 

1.8340 

1.8490 

UAE Dirham 

0.1930 

0.1940 

Creek Drachma 0 

0.2845 

0.3745 

Cypriot Pound 

1.5235 

7.6000 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

A 

LONDON (ft) — Following are 

the buying and selling 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 

dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and 

bullion markets Monday. 


One U.S. dollar 1.3394/04 

Canadian dollar 

1 .4318/28 

Deutschemarks 

1.6032/42 

Dutch guilders 

1.1566/76 

Swiss francs 

29.44/48 

■ Belgian francs 

. 4.9350/00 

French francs 

161 1. 9/3.4 

Italian lire 

100.JO/20 

Japanese yen 

6.9590/90 

Swedish crowns 

6.2880/30 

Norwegian crowns 

5.5530/80 

Danish crowns 

. One sterling $1.5810/20 

One ounce of gold $382.85/383.35 



Export Institute said. 

Elscint Ltd signed an 
agreement for the sale of 
medical equipment to China 
worth $60 million while ECI 
Telecom Ltd and Ji Tong 
Communications Co. signed 
a cooperation agreement for 
ECI to supply a $60 million 
wide area network (WAN). 


Japan to help Oman in gold hunt 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Several Japanese experts will 
travel to Oman next week to 
prospect for gold and other 
metals in the third major 
mining project carried out by 
Japan in the Gulf oil produc- 
er, officials said on Monday. 

The experts from the 
government-run Japanese In- 
ternational Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) will arrive on 
Oct. 10 for a five-month stay, 
during which they will use 
advanced equipment in ex- 
ploration in east Oman. 

The agency is financing the 
two-million-doliar project, 
which covers an area of 
around 3.300 square 
kilometres, nearly six times 
the area of the nearby Gulf 
island state of Bahrain. 

“The delegation will stay 
until February to explore for 
gold, copper, silver, silicon, 
chrome and other metals in 


the area between the Gulf of 
Oman and the Hajar moun- 
tain,’’ said Odaka Akihito of 
rhe Japanese embassy in 
Muscat. 

“The mission is in line with 
the technical agreement 
signed between the Japanese 
'and Omani government last 
February. This is the third 
time that Japanese experts 
explore for metals here." he 
told AFP by telephone. 

Mr. Akihito, assistant 
commerical attache, said he 
expected positive results as 
previous exploration opera- 
tions were successful. Oman 
has vast mineral resources ■ 
and large areas are still unex- 
ploited, he added. 

He said the technical 
agreement covered coopera- 
tion in other fields, including 
fanning and industry. “Oman 
opted for our expertise given 


die long experience of Japan 
in the mining sector." he 
said. 

Oman is one of the most- 
mineral rich Middle East 
countries, having more than 
10 million tonnes of gold ore, 
according to the Doha-based 
Gulf Organisation for Indust- 
rial Consulting (GOIC). 

It also has large quantities 
of potassium, copper, iron, 
tin. and other metals while its 
chrome wealth is the biggest 
in the Gulf. Officials said last 
week chrome output had 
climbed in more than 20,000 
tonnes per year from around 
5.000 tonnes in 1992 and 
most of the production would 
go to Japan and China. 

Oman has stepped up ex- 
ploration for minerals in a 
campaign to expand its non- 
oil sector and diversify the 
economy following a decline 


in crude prices. 

The chrome export venture 
is the only major project in- 
volving non-oil natural re- 
sources in Oman but officials 
have spoken about plans to 
establish related enterprises 
in participation with the pri- 
vate sector. 

“The exploration for more 
metals to be carried out by 
the Japanese will take two 
years and we expea it to 
result in substantial .findings 
as these experts are de- 
ploying very sophisticated 
systems and they have a long 
experience in such a field,” 
an Oman oil and mining 
ministry official said. 

“Such activities are part of 
our efforts to lessen reliance 
■on oil. I think exploitation of our 
natural wealth will largely 
boost our income." 


Caspian states oil chiefs 
briefs to meet in Tehran 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — 
Oil and gas officials from five 
Caspian Sea countries will 
meet in Tehran Dec. 10-11 to 
discuss prospects for regional 
cooperation in the oil and gas 
sectors, the official Islamic 
Republic News Agency re- 
ported Sunday. 

The meeting will be orga- 
nised by Tehran’s Interna- 
tional Energy Studies Cent- 
and the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry's Centre for Interna- 
tional and Political Studies. 

The Caspian, the world’s 
largest inland sea ringed by 
Iran, Azerbaijan, Kazakh- 
stan, Armenia and Turk-' 
menistan, sits atop a wealth 
of oil and other natural re- 
sources. i 

Experts say it could be a 
major producer, rivalling the 
Gulf within a decade, adding 
2 million to 4 million barrel*: 


of oil a day to the internation- 
al market. 

Two of Kazakhstan’s fields 
are among the 10 largest in 
the world, with a combined 6 
billion to 11 billion barrels of 
recoverable oil and 20 trillion 
cubic metres of natural gas. 

Western oil companies are 
vying for exploration and 
production contracts amid a 
• welter of political obstacles. 

The U.S. Chevron Corp. is 
a major player and plans to 
spend as much as $20 billion 
over the next two decades 
developing Kazakhstan’s vast 
Tengiz field. 

IRNA, monitored in Nico- 
sia, said issues to be discussed 
at the December conference 
include geopolitics, oil and 
gas deposits, prospects for 
production and marketing 
and the future of investment 
and development of oil and 
gas fields. 


Union demands closure of new 
• private exchange offices 


KHARTOUM, Sudan 
— The Sudanese Workers' 
Federation was quoted Mon-' 
day as blaming new foreign 
exchange offices for a sharp 
drop in the value of the, 
Sudanese pound and deman- 
ding that the offices be 
dosed. 

A statement by Ahmad 
Mohammad Abul Resh, vice 
president of the federation, 
said that a month ago, the 
official exchange rate was 500 
pounds to the dollar and the 
black market rate was 600 
pounds to the dollar. 

In the two weeks since the 
exchange offices were 
allowed to begin operation, 


the pound has fallen to 750 
pounds to the dollar at banks 
and exchange offices and to 
800 on the black market. 

A weaker pound makes 
imported goods more expen- 
sive for the Sudanese buyeT 
and can lead to higher prices 
for locally produced goods, 
too. 

“continued operation of 
those private foreign ex- 
change offices implies further 
inflation and more burden on 
the workers who were aspir- 
ing for an easing in the 
hardship of living," Mr. Abul 
Resh told the Sudanese daily 
Al Sudan Al Haditb. 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MATUCST 

housing bank center amman - siimbisahx 

TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET CHARE PRICE LIST FOR MONDAY 02/10/1995 


COMPANY'S NAME 




ARAB BANX Pie 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

BANK OF JORDAN 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT DANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN CULP BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK • 

BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT A FUUmCX BANK 
BEIT StMAL SAV1NGSINVESTMERT FOR HOUSING 
AMMAN BANK TOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


NO. OP 

VALUE 
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SHARED 

m ADR Ci 

CLOSING PRICE 

TRADED 

JD 

PRICE 


500 

123160 

245.000 

247. OOC 

1500 

6673 

4.470 

4.440 

4600 

16100 

3.500 

3.SOO 

19250 

24353 

1.260 

1.270 

300 

720 

2.410 

2.400 

168 

>128 

2.760 

2.770 

63J07 

75742 

1.200 

1.20C 

3950 

14735 

3.730 

3.730 

103 00 

351 SO 

3. 550 

3.500 

500 

ltiUS 

3.B2U 

3.770 

idoo 

3310 

3.370 

3.310 

13100 

12576 

.960 

.960 

2109 

3311 

1.690 

1. 571) 


JORDAN PREACH INSURANCE 
INSURANCE SECTOR 


1209B4 

• 200 
200 


319840 INDEX NUMBER: 195.93 
CHANGE : 40. 644 


540 


2.700 2.700 


540 


INDEX NUMBER: 132.51 
CHANCE : 0.00= 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

10R4C1 

17939 

1.660 

1.650 

ARAD INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

100 

588 



NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

4S5G 

9310 

2.060 

2.040 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

600 

648 

1.110 

1.080 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST 6 COMMODORE HOTELS 

1900 

4446 

ii . 380 

2.340 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT & EDUCATION 

10375 

33C19 

3.120 

3.200 

ZAKKA PRIVATE UNIVERSITY 

lfiSO 

2199 

1.340 

1.3 JO 

UNION LAND DEVELOPMENT CORE' 

700 

752 

1.090 

1.080 

SERVICES SECTOR 

307 IS 

68900 

INDEX NUMBER: 129 


GRANGE 


*0.025 




THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

8015 

2BB50 

3-630 

3.610 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MIMES 

4100 

12356 

3.000 

3.020 

THE ARAB IfTASH 

450 

2219 

4.930 

4.930 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFT NARY 

S92 

8473 

9.4GO 

9.500 

TUB INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL 6 AGRICULTURAL 

lOOO 

3303 

3.280 

3.310 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL KRKGFACTtfRXUC 
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4.870 
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JORDAN DAIRY 
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ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUS TRT 
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6844 
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.710 

.720 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING t TRADING 

23000 

32883 

1«430 

1.430 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

9350 

10194 

1.090 

1.090 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

3709 

2934 

i.oao 

1.080 

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

9J7 

3935 

4.150 

4.200 

JORDAN SULPKO-CHEKT CAT Jl 

500 

705 

1.440 

1.410 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

J70U 

11663 

3.170 

3.150 

JORDAN 1 NCJSTit 1 AL RESOURCES CO. 

12300 

24148 

1.9R0 

3.960 

JORDAN NEW CABLE COMPANY 

2650 

4344 

1.040 

1.640 

INTERNATIONAL TOBACCO 6 CIGAKETfES 

10400 
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J.4?Q 

1 .420 

UNION CHEMICAL & VECATIABLE OIL INDUSTRI 

3550 

72? 7 

2.QSQ 

2.Q5C 


I P D U S T K 


AL SECTOR 


332542 


GRAND 


TOTAL 


'=^:=trssa=:scaic:sae 


4&4441 


417123 


806402 


INDEX NUMBER 
CHANGE 

=■====« :»,i 

INDEX NUMBER 
CHANCE 


124.53 

-0.04X 

aussa 

100.72 

+0.31* 


NO. OF TRADED KRARFJt TN PARAT.T.W. MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IF PARALLEL MARKET 




363861 

2U962ti 


•=S=az=s=an=== 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent v 

In Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, , 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas 1 

Furnished/unfurnished for ■ 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tet 810605, 810609, 810520 


A SECURE 

Motel 

Swelflyeh 




f.O.TEL 
-SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
4^ GASTRONOMY . 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
a Xj <-q a StlU j L-^-Lvy 

(S . 

863944 - 816690 


Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifryeh 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel- 693399 



STUDIO fl^/UG 


Professional Quality! in 
1 Hour Service j 

&ANAREL 

REAL ESTATE 

Develop your cofcmr film at 
our shop and get- 

• jvmmo photo 

atm 30 % torpor l 

• Pfmo omiorpo- 


1 Deluxe Villas 
l&Appartments 
| in Amman 

moot 20 x 30 cat _ 

for father details please call 

Shww iiiTii i -Qpp. GnndUyt 
Bank. PhooeTBMM 2 
Swtfieh tel: BZ 3 S 91 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 





, AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT | 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Outside Terrace 



For Rent 


Deluxe Furnished J 

c g 

Sand Unfurnished <r| 

o c 

U- Villas apartments ^ 

land office Space J3 

tr cd 

0T0 Suit all Budgets o| 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rant 


TEL 758180 

605843 -0901 57 

RADI O a TV STATION BP.) 

'km rfMnai at Amm» 

M 


SZSENWAN MRBEN5 
HUNESE RESTAURANT 





Mwatmqrfe 

sn* MAMt sum r 

Um Uhrinti ConmarcM Crtto 




Tel: 881174 

ImlMted m um p mt e. 



CHID 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

,The Best Cooking. 

Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str near Baytun^ 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pjn^. 
900 - 1130 pjtt 



Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
HMMorabte Rate For 

Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 



For Res. S12S97 - 814113 
Mecca St. Daoud Center 



^a^otfueliB 

Reatmmt 

Fmteh CttisiM 
j* Special Businessman 
fundi daily . 

I* Caruffe dinner + 
live music niqhtly . 

I* Piano Bar . 

Special arrangements for 
your special occasions 
Air conditioned 


Skaunai, Near Babisb 6S0093 
680094 -Fax: 678444 


Of 
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AC Milan and Bayern big guns are spiked 
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Kristian Karembeu (L) of Sampdoria fights for the ball with Marco Sauna of Caqliari 
during their match October 1. Caqliari won the match over Sampdoria 2-1 (Reuters 
photo) 


PARIS (AFP) — AC Milan, 
Bayern Munich and Paris 
Saint Germain all tasted bit- 
ter defeat at the weekend. 

The Italian superclub lost 
its unbeaten Serie A record, 
as did the Bavarians in the 
Bundesliga, while the 
Parisians saw their com- 
mand of the French scene 
overturned. 

That left Dutch side Ajax 
and Spanish pace-setters 
Espanol as the only clubs 
left with a 100 per cent win- 
ning record this campaign. 

Milan, so impressive in 
Hurqpe but deprived of the 
resting Dejan Savicevic on 
Sunday, crashed to a shock 
1-0 defeat at Bari. 

Carmine Gautieri’s goal 
allowed Juventns and 
Napoli, who chew 1-1, to 
edge within a point of the 
Serie A leader. 

Bayern, meanwhile, dis- 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


covered that seven wins in a 
row counted for nothing at 
reigning champions Borus- 
sia Dortmund. 

Stefan Reuter scored at the 
ideal time, just before the 
break, to put the home side 
ahead and although Christ- 
ian Ner linger hit back imme- 
diately after the pause Sosa 
and Michael Zorc conjured . 
up two goals inside three 
minutes to earn the points. 

The result left the Bavari- 
ans on 21 ■ points, while 
Borussia move up to 17. 

The Parisians, unlike 
Milan and Bayern, had been 
beaten once before this sea- 
son but had to concede the 
bead of the table to Metz 
after a 3-1 Sunday defeat at 
Lens in front of a 35,000 
crowd. 

Metz had won by the same 


scoreline on Saturday 
against Auxetre, giving 
them 25 points to PSG’s 23. 
Lens’ win saw them move 
up to third on 22. 

Those disasters had little 
afreet on European champi- 
ons Ajax, all but untouch- 
able at the moment both at 
home and on the continent 

They strengthened their 
hold on the Dutch league 
with a 4-0 away drubbing of 
SC Heerenveen, their sev- 
enth win in a row. 

Jari Litmanen, who scored 
a hat-trick in the European 
Champions League in mid- 
week, and Patrick Kluiveit 
were again their main execu- 
tioners, each scoring a goal 
in a game that took the 
unbeaten Amsterdam club to 
21 points, PSV Eindhoven, 
however, kept in touch with 


a 3-0 defeat of Feyenooid. 
Brazilian Ronaldo on the 
scoresheet again just as he 
was last week. 

In Spain, Espanol claimed 
a fifth win in a row, doing 
just enough against bottom 
club Racing Santander to 
earn a 1-0 home win and 
stay top on 15 points. 

But that performance — 
and the match between 
champions Real Madrid and 
former champions 

Barcelona — was upstaged 
by Brazilian striker Bebeto. 

He served up the individ- 
ual peformance of the week- 
end by cracking all five 
goals in Deportivo la 
Coruna’s 5-0 win over 
Albacete — with four in the 
last six minutes. 

Bebeto had opened his 
account after just two min- 
utes of the match but it was 
not until the 84th that he 


seemed to have pui the game 
out of Albacete *s reach. His 
next three goals followed in 
the 85th, S7th and 89th min- 
utes. giving him eight goals 
for the season after just five 
games. 

Real Madrid and 
Barcelona, who played the 
second half with 10 men 
after defender Seigi was sent 
off for a second booking, 
ended the game with a 1-1 
stalemate. 

Real will have been the 
un happier side, after domi- 
nating most of the match. 
Dane Michael Laudrup set 
up his side's goal after just 
12 minutes for the 18-year- 
old Raul to score. 
Barcelona's inspirational 
Bosnian striker Mebo 
Kodro. however, matched 
him before half-time to set 
up Roger for the equaliser. 


IOC, hockey's world ruling Some ticket-holders will skip Atlanta 

1 — ■ . ■ — x _ MU I ATLANTA, Georgia (AFP) refundable application fee were the parents of 1992 

DOOV Give in TO I « n L_ —Many people who with every order. Olympic gold medal win- 

1 5SP V B H ^ received only a handful of “If somebody got tickets Cmrnnlr q 9n( w« The* 

.... _ _ . . the 1996 Olympic tickets to horseshoes they got “* lne y 

they sought have decided more than I did," said lost in the lottery process 
1 I I wJ'I l y fl 1 1 M I OO they would rather skip the Georgia resident Brad for swimming seats. 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
The International Olympic 
Committee and hockey’s 
international ruling body 
gave in to all of the National 
Hockey League’s (NHL) 
demands in order to have 
NHL players at the 1998 
winter Olympics, the 
Swedish daily Sveoska Dag- 
bladet said Monday. 

The newspaper, which 
acquired an advance copy of 
the agreement to be 
announced Monday night in 
New York, said the NHL 
dictated its conditions to the 
International Ice Hockey 
Federation (HHF) and the 
IOC. 

“It is possible that there 
will be some reactions from 
other federations within the 
Olympic organisation. But 
this is the deal we bad to 


give in in order to get all the 
NHL players," the president 
of the Swedish Ice Hockey 
Federation, Rickard Fager- 
lund, told the paper. 

The NHL board of gover- 
nors announced Sept. 29 that 
it would shut down the 
1997-98 season for 16 days 
so league players might 
compete in Nagano, but the 
details of the deal were not 
announced. 

According to Svenska 
Dagbladet, the main points 
of the deal are: 

— The NHL decides the 
game schedule for Nagano. 
Players will arrive in 
Nagano Feb. 9 1998, with 
three training days before 
the first game is played Feb. 
13. No game will be played 
Feb. 17, and the finals will 
be played Feb, 22. 


— National team coaches 
must consult with either an 
NHL general manager, a 
current or former NHL 
coach, or a current or former 
NHL player before making 
team selections. At least 12 
players must be named to 
the team before Aug. 1 1997, 
and the remaining players 
by Dec. 1, 1997. Selected 
players must not be used in 
national squad training 
games. 

— The IIHF will pay 
insurance costs for all NHL 
players in Nagano. 

— The IIHF will pay for 
all NHL players to fly first- 
class to Nagano, plus board 
and lodgings for one guest 
per NHL player. 


ATLANTA, Georgia (AFP) 
— Many people who 
received only a handful of 
the 1996 Olympic tickets 
they sought have decided 
they would rather skip the 
centennial games altogeth- 
er than pay for a trip and 
see relatively little. 

“We should have ben 
associated with a big cor- 
porate sponsor. Then we 
would have been all right, 1 ’ 
lamented Chicago's Miles 
Zaremski. 

He ordered more than one 
thousand dollars worth of 
seats, received tickets only 
for baseball and said be 
would give away the seats 
rather than spend mote 
money on travel after the 
seating disappointment. 

The story is common for 
those among the 300,000 
ticket applicants who dis- 
covered in the past week 
they were getting little or 
none of the big-ticket seats 
they had sought 

Adding to the frustration 
was a 15-dollar non- 


... FOR RENT 

A furnished basement apartment, one bedroom, large 
salon, bathroom & kitchen. Located in Tla’a AJ Ali, 
near Wasfi Tal St.. Suitable for 2 students or one 
couple without children. 

Tel: 679409. Annual rent 

FOR RENT 

Furnished flat for rent, near the Royal Automobile 
Club. 2 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, large living & 
dining room, telephone line, heating system, 
independent entrance. 

Call Hamdjjel: 822159 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
Advertisement 
Tender No. 128 / 1995 

Jordan Electricity Authority declares the issue of 
Tender No. 128 / 95 for Telecommunication 
Systems for Jordan - Egypt Interconnection. 

The tender include the following equipment: 
power line carrier (PLC), teleprotection, private 
automatic exchanges, battery chargers, hot line 
telephone consoles and communication 
management system, on turn key basis. 

This tender will be financed through a loan 
obtained by each of Arab Republic of Egypt and 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan from the Arab 
Fund for Economic and Social Development. 
Contractors who are interested to participate In 
this tender can obtain the tender documents from 
the Procurement Dept, at JEA main building 
located at Swafia, Zahran Street against a non- 
refundable amount of $250 for one volume. 

Bids are to be submitted to the secretary of. 
tendering committee at the above address for 
both of the technical and financial offers 
.accompanied by a bid bond equal to 2 per cent of 
the total value of the bid. 

Submission of bids should be no later than 10 
O'clock in the morning, Amman time on Monday, 
December 4th, 1995, and shall be opened 
publicly at 12 O'clock noon on the said date. The 
bids should be valid for 150 days from the closing 
date. 

Tenderers are requested to submit any questions 
•in writing or by cable to reach the Jordan Electricity 
■Authority not later than two weeks before the 
closing date. Response shall be addressed to the 
specified tenderer's address. 


Independent, Cosy & quiet . Situated on a 440 
sq.m, first floor roof . In the best location with 
a nice view . Fully, furnished and equipped 
with tel ... Good for a single . 

If interested call 671509 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

One bedroom, sitting room, kitchen, one bath 
and garden, with telephone and central 
antenna, newly renovated. 

Location: Jabal A! Webdeh 

Call 625248 




Alahlia-Abela Grand draw winners 

Under the patronage of his excellency the ambassador 
of the United Kingdom to Jordan, and in the presence of 
the Board of Directors of Alahlia Commercial Centre, 
and representatives of the Amman Municipality & the 
trade chamber, the grand festival has taken place at 
Alahlia-Abela Superstore where the holder of ticket # 
5286, Ms. Rania Al-Mouj won the 1st prize which is a 
1 995 duty paid Rover. 

The other 15 prizes are as follows: 

2nd prize: Inter-Sat satellite (KU-fiAND-ART) 180 cm. 

3rd prize: Inter-Sat satellite (KU-BAND) 150 cm. 

4th prize: Microwave National (NN7853). 

5th prize: Inter-Sat satellite (KU-BAND) 120 cm. 

6tt prize: Automatic washing machine National (NA950XLP). 

7th prize: Video Panasonic - multi system + remote control. 

8th prize: Stereo Panasonic - compact 

Prizes from 9 to 13: 20 inch colour TV - multi system + remote 

control. 

14th prize: Vaccum deaner National (MC 9028). 

15th prize: Gift voucher - Leather Shop - value JD 150 
16 th prize: Return ticket to Beirut by MEA 


refundable application fee 
with every order. 

“If somebody got tickets 
to horseshoes they got 
more than I did," said 
Georgia resident Brad 
Oliver, comparing the 
sports to a popular U.S. 
leisure game. 

“Now I’m not going any- 
where. And I probably 
won't even watch it on tele- 
vision.” 

Mike Swick went for 
wrestling, handball and 
second-level events figur- 
ing the basketball, swim- 
ming, athletics and gym- 
nastics sears would be near 
impossible. So was what 
they wanted. They wound 
up with baseball, volleyball 
and paddling. 

Now they may stay home. 

“I would like to experi- 
ence the Olympics and see 
Atlanta but I don't know if 
I am going to make the 
expense to see what I don't 
really want to see.” 

Among the ticket failures 


were the parents of 1992 
Olympic gold medal win- 
ner Summer Sanders. They 
lost in the lottery process 
for swimming seats. 

“It’s embarassing as a 
parent having to approach 
people asking for tickets. 
You feel like an absolute 
idiot,” said Bob Sanders, 
father of the champion. 

Olympic organisers ticket 
chairman Scott Anderson 
said 93 per cent of the 
2,400 people who have sent 
back second-chance ticket 
farms for available events 
have bought more seats 
while only seven per cent 
have sought refunds. 

“We have disappointed 
some people, but I don't 
think we have lost any,” 
Anderson said. “The 
Olympic spirit is going to 
shine through,” 


Injured Baggio out 
of Italian squad 


ROME (R) — World Cup 
striker Roberto Baggio, suf- 
fering with a muscle injury, 
was left out of the Italian 
squad named Monday for 
next Sunday’s important 
European championship 
qualifier against Group Four 
leaders Croatia. 

Coach Anigo Sacchi 
named an 18-man squad that 
yielded no surprises for the 
match in Split, where Italy 
will be seeking to avenge a 
2-1 home defeat to Croatia 
last November. 

That was the last time 
Baggio played for his coun- 
try. 

He was consigned to the 
substitute's bench during 
Italy's 1-0 win against 
Slovenia last month and was 
absent from the new selec- 
tion after pulling a muscle in 
his left leg Sunday during 
league leaders AC Milan's 
shock 1-0 defeat at Bari. 

Lazio striker Giuseppe 


Signori, who is also injured, 
and team mate Pier Luigi 
Casiraghi’s suspension fur- 
ther limited Sacchi 's choices 
up front. 

He opted again for Juven- 
tus striker Fabrizio Ravanel- 
li, the scorer against Slove- 
nia, and Gianfranco Zola of 
Parma and brought Milan's 
Marco Simone back into the 
squad. 

Squad: 

Goalkeepers - Angelo 
Peruzzi. Luca Bucci. 

Defenders - Antonio 
Benarrivo, Ciro Ferrara, 
Luigi Apolloni, Paolo Mal- 
dini, Amedeo Carboni. 
Alessandro Costacurta. 

Midfielders - Roberto di 
Matteo, De me trio Albertini, 
Dino Baggio, Francesco 
Statuto, Angelo di Livio. 
Massimo Crippa. Alessan- 
dro del Piero. 

Forwards - Gianfranco 
Zola, Marco Simone, Fab- 
rizio Ravanelli 


Rodman set for Jordan link-up 


CHICAGO, Illinois (AFP) - 
Michael Ionian's next new 
teammate on the Chicago 
Bulls could be Dennis Rod- 
man, the 

unorthodox and controver- 
sial forward who led the 
National Basketball Associ- 
ation (NBA) in rebounds 
the past four seasons. 

Jerry Reinsdorf, the club's 
chairman, said he has been 
indiscussion with San Anto- 
nio about a deal for Rod- 
man, who is 


scheduled to make $2.5 
million this coming .season 
in the final year of his con- 
tract 

The Bulls lost in the sec- 
ond round of last season's 
playoffs to Orlando, which 
was sparked by ex-Bull 
Horace Grant in addition to 
ShaquiHe O'Neal and Anfer- 
nee Hardaway. 

Chicago lost their top 
rebounder when Grant 
departed to the Magic as a 
free agent and was unable to 


regain the form which 
brought three champi- 
onships. 

Even Jordan's return could 
not recapture that peak. 
While he matched well with 
Scottie Pippen and Toni 
Kukoc, the rebounding void 


once- filled by Grant weak- 
ened the Bulls and showed 
in the playoffs. 

Rodman is known more 
for dying his hair purple, 
orange and green and miss- 
ing practices and games than 
his rebounding skill. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WIROUAR SHARIF 
ATANNAHMRSCH 

mwlHMMSmKhL 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


_ FOR SALE : 

• NIKON FG Camera with 28-50 mm Zoom Lens + 
NIKON SB- 1 5 Electronic Flash 
Price : JD 400 

'General Electric DISH WASHER 
Price : JD 250 

Contact Tel. 691563 (before 9:00 PM) 


Aprivet School and College 


Seakes a 


with experience not less them is a nessesity. 
if you are quitted please call 

P.R. 828949 / EXE (18 - 30 - 17 ) 

FOR RENT ~~ 

DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

* In one of the best locations in Shmeisani on the third floor. 
Apartment consists of 3 bedrooms, bathrooms, fully- 

equipped kitchen with balcony, sitting room, salon and dining 
room. 

* T.V. & video, central heating, telephone, parking area & 
watchman 

For more information please contact 
Tel; 715815-713193 
Fax: 713194 


Q. 1 - Both vulnerable, ax South 
yon hold: 

*82 V7 OQ 108768 4AJ92 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
I heart. What da you respond? 

A - If you count the singleton in 
partner's suit as two points and 
elect to bid two diamonds, don't be 
surprised if the bidding gets out of 
hand very quickly- Yon have nei- 
ther the eoit quality nor the 
strength Cora two-owar-oae 
response. BO hid one no trump. 

Q. 2 - Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*K973 UAI94 0KQ63 *JB 
Th e bidd ing has proceeded: 

north east south west 

1* Pen 10 Paw 
2* Rue ? 

What do you bid now? 


A - Since partner's dub rebid 
denies a four -card major, there's no 
point in introducing your spade 
suit However, don't mal™ the mis- 
take of bidding two no trump. That 
shows 11-12 points and invitee 
partner to raise only with a better 
than minimum opening. Bid three 
no trump. 

Q. 3 - Both vulnerable, as South. 
you bold: 

*KJ6 3 083 0984 *8664 

The bi dding baa proceeded: 

west north 'east south 

l * DU Paso 7 


Q. 4 - Both vulnerable, as South 
vou bold: 

*74 S7KQJ10962 074 *AJ 


What do you bid now? 

A - Partner's double asks you to 
take out to your best suit. It is not 
even dose — bid two clubs. You 
have nowhere near enough defense 
to eit for one spade doubled, and are 
about an ace short for a response of 
one no trump; that is a forward- 
going action. 


NORTH EAST 
1* earn 

30 Pass 


What do you bid now? 

A - You want to play the hand in 
hearta and nowhere else, so it is 
aboit time you told partner your 
hearta are self-sustaining. Jump to 
four hearts. Since your initial rebid 
confirmed a minimum, partner can- 
not misconstrue this jump ae show- 
ing mom than you have. 

Q. 5 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*73 QAQJB 07 66 *KJ93 

Th e bidd ing haa proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
I® 1* 

1 NT pas. ? 

What do you bid now? 

A -Had there been no enemy over- 
call. the best you could do would 
have been to issue a game invita- 
tion by raising u two no trump. 
West's intervention relieved North 
of the responsibility to rabid with a 
min i mum balanced hand, so part- 
nerb voluntary action must show a 
holding that has improved on the 
aueuoxL Raise lo three no trump. 

Q- ® ' As South, vulnerable;, you 
Told: 

*10 8 08 S 0AQJS63 *687 

Partner opens the bidding one no 
o’ amp. What do you respond? 

A - If you have a meehania™. f a 
finding out whether partner baa a 
hrgb diamond honor, by all 
iue it. If you do not. ausply jump to 
three no trump. Your diamond suit 
rates to produce five or six tncka. 
and that should give partner an 
excellent shot at game, 


CINEMA TEL: 634144 CINEMA TEL: 699238 

PHILADELPHIA PLAZA 


CINEMA 


TEL 677420 


Liam Neeson 
& Jessica Lange... in 

Rob Roy 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10.-30 


Sandra Bullack 
& Bill Pull m an 
in 

While You 
Were Sleeping 

Shows : 1 230. 330, 5:00, 630, 830,1030 


CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

&i rde of the Oar knees 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12-30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:45 

CONCORD “2" 

POLICE ACADEMY 

“MISSION TO MOSCOW" 

Shows: 4, 6, 8. 10 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
* Sumaa" 
in 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

Presents 

(Ahlan Tatbee’) 
Welcome 
Normalisation 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation call 625155 
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Washington topples 
Cowboys from 
unbeaten 27-23 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Terry Allen rushed for 121 
yards and Gus Frerotte 
threw for 192 yards and 
two touchdowns Sunday as 
the Washington Redskins 
toppled arch-rival Dallas 
from the nudes of the 
unbeaten in the U.S. 
National Football League 
(NFL) 27-23. 

With Troy Aikman miss- 
ing all but the first series 
with a strained right calf 
muscle that is expected to 
keep him out 2-3 weeks, 
the Redskins handed the 
Cowboys their first loss in 
five games and left Miami 
as the only unbeaten and 
untied team in the NFL. 

The St Louis Rams, a far 
more surprising 4-0 than 
the Cowboys, also lost for 
the first time, 21-18 at 
Indianapolis, while the 
Dolphins improved to 4-0 
by hearing Cincinnati 26- 
23 in the second Simla vs. 
Shula coaching confronta- 
tion as Dan Marino hit O J. 
McDuffie with a 16-yard 
touchdown pass with 1 :03 
left 

In other early games, it 
was Atlanta 30, New Eng- 
land 17; Tampa Bay 20, - 
Carolina 13, and Philadel- 
phia IS, New Orleans 10. 

In late games, Kansas 
City defeated Arizona 24- 
3, Jacksonville won its 
first game, edging Houston 
17-16, Seattle downed 
Denver 27-10; Pittsburgh 
defeated San Diego 31-16 
and San Francisco heat the 
New York Giants 20-6. 

Bnffalo was to play at 


Cleveland Monday night. 

But the shocker was in 
Washington, where Aik- 
man went out after the first 
series when bis leg gave 
out after be threw a pass. 
Then the Dallas defence 
gave out 

“We wouldn't have beat- 
en them if Troy Aikman 
played today," Cowboys 
coach Barry Switzer said. 
“Troy Aikman doesn't play 
defence" 

After Darren Woodson's 
37-yard interception return 
gave Dallas a 10-3 lead. 
Washington (2-3) scored 
24 straight points. It was 
27-10 when Alien went in 
from 1 yard out midway 
through the third quarter 
after a fumble by Fmmiw 
Smith, who gained 95 
yards in 22 carries, the first 
time tins year he's been 
under 100 yards in a game. 

The Cowboys Ural to 
rally behind backup quar- 
terback Wade Wilson, who 
was 21 of 29 for 224 yards, 
but the Redskins hung on, 
clinching the victory when 
Tom Carter intercepted 
Wilson's desperation pass 
in the final minute. 

“I believe that's the best 
team in football and it's 
great to heat them in our 
own home" said Washing- 
ton coach Norv Turner, 
who was Dallas' offensive 
coordinator until be took 
over the Redskins last sear 
son. “No question this is 
oar best win. I see guys 
everywhere on the field 
getting better but the bot- 
tom line is winning." 


World Gymnastics Championships 


Japan's men take 
early lead over China 

U.S. women dominate 


SABAE, Japan (.AP) — 
Japan's men seized a sur- 
prise first-day lead at the 
World Gymnastics Champi- 
onships Monday, while 
defending champion fliina 
angrily denounced the judg- 
ing as unfair 

Japan, whose men last 
won the team competition in 
197S, scored 282.060 points 
in compulsory . exercises, 
edging China by 0.012 point 
apd delighting the mainly 
Japanese crowd in the 
8.000-seat Sun Dome. 

But Russia, Belarus and 
the Ukraine, all strong con- 
tenders, were among 12 
teams yet to compete in the 
24-team men's field, and the 
medal won't be decided until 
optional events Friday. 

The U.S* Women, silver 
medalists in 1994, produced 
a sparkling all-around per- 
formance, scoring 191.722 
and finishing the first day 
well ahead of Hungary at 
184.745 and Greece at 
182.857. U.S. Women filled 
the top four individual spots, 
and Jaycie Phelps' 9.800 
points on the uneven bars 
was the highest single mark. 

But again Romania, the 
defending champion. Rus- 
sia, and 16 other teams have 
yet to compete. 

The U.S. men, whose 
international record is spot- 
ty, yelped with delight -and 
exchanged "high fives” after 
securing third place with 


280336 points. 

Four-time U.S. champion 
John RoethJisbeiger was the 
team's mainstay, scoring 
fifth highest among all men 
in action Monday. 

Tm so happy for those 
guys, they've felt so lousy 
for so long,” said coach 
Peter Konnann. 

This year's meet, the first 
held in Asia, has taken on 
significance because 
the top 12 teams qualify for 
next year's Olympics in 
Atlanta. 

After his team notched up 
282.048 points, Chinese 
head coach Huang Yu bin 
accused a Japanese judge of 
marking his g ymnas ts down. 

He also claimed it was "no 
coincidence" that China was 
among five teams drawn to 
compete first when judges 
are thought to marie less gen- 
erously. 

At a news conference, 
Chinese delegation leader 
Zhang Jian also said a 
Japanese . and a German 
judge "always give low 
scores to Chinese gym- 
nasts." He urged the sport's 
governing body to be stricter 
with judges. 

But Yuri Titov, president 
of the International Gym- 
nastics Federation, .said con- 
trols were in place to main- 
tain j udgin g standards and 
be suggested that China’s 
complaints may stem from 
pre-Olympic nerves. 


'To select 12 nations from 
60 is not easy. There will not 
be many satisfied people," 
Titov said. 

China's Li Xiaoshuang, a 
gold medalist at the 1992 
Barcelona Olympics, was 
Monday's strongest all- 
around male gymnast, scor- 
ing a total 56.987 points. 

The strongest woman was 
1993 and 1994 world cham- 
pion Shannon Miller, who 
finished 0.163 point ahead 
of her U.S. teammate, 14- 
year-old Dominique 
Moceano. 

Japan's Hikaru Tanaka 
scored the highest single 
men's made of the day — a 
9.725 for a soaring routine 
on the horizontal bar. He 
stood second in the individ- 
ual standings with 56.800. 

The top 36 gymnasts in 
each men’s and women’s 
team competition qualify for 
the all-around individual 
finals. 

Despite his complaints 
about judging, Chinese 
coach Huang expressed sat- 
isfaction with his team, 
which he said was "much 
stronger" than last year's 
champions. 

These are fire last world 
championships to 'include 
compulsory exercises. The 
federation has decided they 
add unnecessary length and 
expense, accounting for 
three days of this meet's nine 
days of competition. 



World champion Shannon Miller of the United States performs on the beam during the 
team event compulsory at the World Gymn astics Championships in Sabae October Z 
Miller scored a 9.675 on the balance beam (Reuters photo) 


Courier rallies to beat Siemerink, win Swiss final Cunning play changes course of chess battle 


BASLE, Switzerland (R) — 
American Tun Courier, the 
fifth seed, rallied brilliantly 
to beat un seeded Dutchman 
Jan Siemerink 6-7 7-6 5-7 
6-2 7f5’m the final of the $i 
million Swiss men's indoor 
tennis tournament on Sun- 
day. 

Courier, 25, and world 
ranked one in 1993, was 
stretched to the limit by his 
opponent, who reached the 
final when top-seeded Boris 
Becker pulled out of Satur- 
day's semifinal with a bad 
hack. 

The match, which lasted 
four hours and 12 minutes 
could have gone either way 
with Siemerink serving and 
volleying superbly to win 
the third set 7-5 and go 2-1 
sets up. 

Courier rallied to take (he 
fourth 6-2 after breaking the 
Dutchman's serve in the 
third and seventh games. 

Courier broke Siemerink's 
serve in tiie seventh game of 
tiie deciding set but (he 
Dutchman broke back 
immediately for 4-4. 

The American, who won 
his first career title here in 
1989, broke his opponent 
again in the 111th game to 
go 6-5 up with two crunch- 


ing backhand passes down ranking, serving for the 
die line and a ru nnin g fore- match, Siemerink, world 

hand volley. ranked 24th, wasted two 

With "• Courier, who ’ has chance* to break ^nce m ore 
climbed to. ninth after before the American closed 
dropped to a 15tb world it out with his first match 


point 

It was Courier's 18 th tour- 
nament triumph, which 
included four Grand Slam 
tides, and his fourth this 
year. 






NEW YORK (R) — With a sacri- 
fice, a trap, a trick and some “Span- 
ish torture , the World Chess Cham- 
pionship has craddedm life ever-the 
past week as champion Garry Kas-. - 
parov took command. " 

Three weeks and 12 games into the 
energy-sapping, best-of-20 contest, 
the Russian grandmaster is on target 
to retain the Professional Chess* 
Association title witii a lead of 6-1/2 
points to 5-1/2 after a week of cun- 
ning play. 

Indian challenger Viswanathan 
Anand's dramatic win in Monday's 
ninth game when he beat Kasparov's 
favourite Sicilian defence with a 
clever piece sacrifice awoke a sleep- 
ing predator. 

Gone was Kasparov's friendly 
smile for his opponent before the 
10th game and absent too was the 
cordial handshake. It was replaced 


Jim Courier from the USA in action against Dutch Jan Siemerink in the final of the 
Swiss Open tennis tournament October 1 (Reuters photo) 


“I don't like losing, I don't like 
somebody beating me,” Kasparov 
said laconically alter the game, (hir- 
ing which be thumped down his 
pieces and paced in and out of the 
soundproof glass booth where the 
games are being played. He even 
slammed the door that leads to his 
dressing room from the booth. 

It was the kind of performance that 
has marked Kasparov's career since 
he became the youngest world 
champion in 1985 at the age of 22. 


He blew An and off the board with a 
prepared opening trap the Indian 
grandmaster had not anticipated.- 

Two days later grandmaster 
observers were shocked as Kasparov 
tricked Anand into blundering away 
two pawns in an endgame and 
exposing his king, a hopeless posi- 
tion Anand immediately resigned. 

After a record eight draws at the 
beginning of the match atop the 
World Trade Centre in New York, 
the string of derisive results was 
what spectators had been expecting 
from two players celebrated for their 
killer instincts at the hoard. 

Kasparov's eyes gleamed with 
excitement as he told reporters about 
the careful preparation in the tuy 
lopez or Spanish opening that 
brought him victory with the white 
pieces in game 10 and the trick he 
played in Thursday's 11th game. 

“I think these two games changed 
not only the score, which is of num- 
ber one importance, but also 
changed the course of the event and 
Tm very pleased with the situation.” 
he said. 

The games drew cheers and shouts 
from tiie hundreds of spectators who 
pay to watch four days a week on the 
enclosed 107th-floor observation 
deck of the twin towers with its 
sweeping views of the city. 

Excitement peaked again Friday in 
the 12th game when Kasparov 
gained an edge in another Spanish 
opening, sometimes referred to by 


grandmasters as the “Spanish tor- 
ture" when it produces tight and 
complicated positions. 

In a flurry of moves that had the 
official match commentators strug- 
gling to keep pace, the situation clar- 
ified. 

Although the champion had the 
slight material advantage of a pawn 
in a complex endgame, a draw was 
soon agreed. 

Anand's supporters are not giving 
up yet despite the shock of seeing 
their man fell for a trick in game 11 
that a player of his calibre should 
have sidestepped. 

At the end of a long week for the 
bespectacled Anand, he wasn't pre- 
pared to say whether he would be 
playing more aggressively in the 
fourth week starting on Monday. 
Tm going to sleep now, that's all I 
want to think about,” be said. 

.With one point awarded for a win 
and a 1/2 poirn for a draw, the cham- 
pionship winner will be the first to 
reach 10-1/2 points and collect 
almost $1 million from sponsor Intel 
Corp. Kasparov would retain the 
title in the event of a 10-10 tie and 
the total prize of about SI. 5 million 
would be shared. 



Scientific & Medical Sup pff es 


POSITION AVAILABLE 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICER 

An international non-governmental 
organization working in the education sector is 
seeking an experienced Administration Officer 
to work in its project office in Jubeiha. 

The successful candidate will have excellent 
typing and computer skills, very good English 
language skills, both spoken and written, 3-5 
years experience at the executive secretary 
level and 2-3 years experience as an office 
administrator. Remuneration will be 
competitive for the right candidate. 

Interested and qualified candidates 
should send a copy of their C.V. by fax to 
833895, att: Mr. Ramzi Abu-Ghazaleh. 
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U.N. agencies appeal 
for assistance to Iraq 


BAGHDAD (R) — U.N. 
agencies that have been pre- 
dicting a humanitarian catas- 
trophe in Iraq will try on 
Tuesday to persuade foreign 
donors to substantially in- 
crease their recent levels of 
help. 

The agencies are alarmed 
that more than halfway 
through the current fiscal 
year they have received only 
about a quarter of the $183 
million they expected — and 
they had requested less than 
in previous years. 

“Donors have so many 
other places to put their aid," 
said Viktor Wahlroos, deputy 
coordinator in Baghdad of 
U.N. agencies such as the 
United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF) and the 
World Food Programme 
(WFP) that aid Iraq. “Iraq is 
forgotten.” 

The aid groups have pre- 
pared the ground for the one- 
day meeting in Geneva by a 
series of dramatic warnings 
portraying Iraq as hovering 
on the edge of disaster five 
years after all its trade was 
banned over its 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

“Living conditions remain 
precarious for at least an 
estimated 4 million people,” 
Mr.Wahlroos told Reuters. 
That is 20 per cent of the 
population and includes 2.6 
million children under the 
age of five and 600,000 pre- 
gnant or nursing mothers. 


While health statistics 
show the rate of deterioration 
has slowed since jumps in the 
first two years of sanctions. 
U.N. officials are convinced a 
drastic change for tbe worse 
is about to appear. 

Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, facing sanctions un- 
til the U.N. Security Council 
believes he has fulfilled terms 
set after the 1991 Gulf war, 
slashed rations to his popula- 
tion exactly a year ago. 

According to U.N. esti- 
mates, rations of items such 
as flour and sugar that pre- 
viously met 70 per cent of 
basic needs of the population 
now provide less than half tbe 
necessary daily nutrition. 

The rest must be purchased 
with Iraq dinars, which have 
collapsed in value. A dollar 
that bought less than a third 
of a dinar in 1990 now buys 
well over 2000 dinars on tbe 
street. A professor's monthly 
salary of about 6,000 dinars 
would buy a single breakfast 
at the government's show- 
piece A1 Rasheed hotel. 

Despite that, U.N. officials 
know it will not be easy to 
secure extra funds in Geneva. 
Subhash Das Gupta, head of 
UNICEF in Iraq, said the 
most likely outcome was 
some pledges of future assist- 
ance, some countries defer- 
ring any action and, hopeful- 
ly, a few firm commitments. 

“There is donor fatigue,” 
said Mr. Das Gupta. 


Iraq's economic links to 
the rest of the world have 
been cutoff for five years and 
there is no end in sight to the 
total ban on Iraqi exports and 
the ban on all imports except 
food and medicine. 

Meanwhile, other interna- 
tional concerns — from re- 
fugee problems in Africa to 
the desire to shore up Palesti- 
nian self-rule — are claiming 
the attention and- funds erf 
donor nations. 

Donors may also have to 
be persuaded that increasing 
aid is the solution. Some ear- 
lier predictions of disaster did 
not come true and Iraq also 
has permission to sell a li- 
mited amount of oil — under 
U.N. terms that have so far 
been rejected — to pay for 
food imports. 

That is a reminder of the 
United Nations' unusual dual 
role in Iraq. 

It enforces sanctions, im- 
posed to ensure tbe elimina- 
tion of Iraq’s weapons of 
mass destruction. Rolf 
Ekeus, the U.N. official im- 
plementing the arms control 
programme, left Baghdad on 
Sunday after his latest round 
of talks saying that problems 
remained. 

But in the same building in 
Baghdad that houses the 
U.N. arms experts, tbe aid 
agencies are appealing for 
funds to combat the 
hardships caused by the sanc- 
tions. 


Rabin remains defiant 
against critical Jewry 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said on Sunday 
American Jews opposed to 
Middle East peace moves 
should stop interfering in his 
government’s policies! 

Mr. Rabin spoke to repor- 
ters on the way home from 
the United States where he 
signed an accord with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) at a White 
House ceremony of expand- 
ing Palestinian self-rule in the 
West Bank. 

"Those who don't send 
their daughters and sons to 
the army (in Israel)... have 
no moral right to take action 
against the policy of a 
democratically-elected gov- 
ernment.” Mr. Rabin told 
reporters on his plane as it 
was about to land at Tel Aviv 
airport. 

He said some American 
Jewish in "fringe groups" had 
been active in the U.S. Con- 
gress to undermine the 
accord, in which Israel 
agreed to pull its troops out 
of Palestinian population 
centres in the West Bank to 
allow for Palestinian elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Rabin’s opponents in 
Israel and the U.S. are 
against ceding any part of the 
West Bank. ~ 

Mr. Rabin renewed his attack 
in remarks broadcast Mon- 
day U.S. Jews had "no moral 
right" to lobby in Washing- 
ton against the peace agree- 
ments! 

"This is unprecedented 
and sets of a warning signal in 
terms of our relations with 
U.S. Jewry in the future.” 

Mr. Rabin came under 
attack over the weekend 


DOHA (Agencies) — The 
president of Sudan, a country 
listed by the United States as 
alleged sponsor of terrorism, 
said Monday that an early 
thaw in Khartoum’s relations 
with Washington appears un- 
likely. 

"Our relations with 
Washington are tense and the 
Americans are responsible 
for this." President Omar 
Hassan Al Bashir told repor- 
ters before wrapping up a 
two-day visit here. 

"We’ don't expect an im- 
provement in relations in the 
immediate future.*’ he said. 

Lieutenant-General Bashir 
blasted what he said were 
U.S. efforts to condemn 
Sudan at international 
forums, and for stopping all 
aid to his impoverished coun- 
try. 

He safd the United States 
had threatened to fight Khar- 
toum by heightening tensions 
between Sudan and neigh- 
bouring Ethiopia. Eritrea 
and Uganda. 

Gen. Bashir said his gov- 
ernment was spending about 
SI million a day in its war 
against rebels in southern 
Sudan. 

He rejected Ethiopian 
accusations that Sudan had 
mobilised troops along the 


when he was critical in a 
meeting with Jewish leaders 
in New York City on Friday. 

Mr. Rabin complained 
then that donations from 
American Jews were dwind- 
ling. He also denounced as 
"loathsome” a Jewish group 
that urged Congress riot to 
grant U.S. aid to the cash- 
strapped Palestinian self-rule 
government. 

Avraham Burg, a leading 
figure in Mr. Rabin's Labour 
Party, said the prime minister 
had made a "mistake of his- 
toric proportions" with his 
attack on American Jews. 
Mr. Burg heads the quasi- 
govemmenta! Jewish Agen- 
cy. which works to bring Jew- 
ish immigrants to Israel and 
has close ties with diaspora 
Jews. 

Rabbi Shlomo Riskin. a 
Jewish settler leader who im- 
migrated from the United 
States 13 years ago. said the 
government was acting in an 
undemocratic manner. 

• He noted that parliament 
would only get a chance to 
vote on the autonomy accord 
on Thursday, a week after it 
was signed. 

“You cannot ask American 
Jewry to give money and not 
give their opinions abour the 
most basic things.” Mr. Ris- 
kin said. 

Earlier this year Mr. Rabin 
likened some U.S. rabbis to 
■‘ayatollahs" after they 
joined a call on soldiers to 
refuse orders to evacuate 
army bases in the West Bank. 

Israeli men do a compul- 
sory three years of army ser- 
vice beginning at age 18. 
Women are drafted for two 
years. 


border. 

Saying there were more 
than one million Eritrean re- 
fugees living in Sudan, he 
said Khartoum would not 
evict them as a "refugee 
■ weapon” against Ethiopia or 
Eritrea. 

Gen. Bashir also blamed 
Israel and the United States 
for the civil war. 

Gen. Bashir, speaking to 
the Sudanese community in 
Qatar, said: *'The enemies 
are trying to undermine 
Sudan by using the issue of 
the south.” 

“Some parties don’t want 
to see peace secured." he 
added, naming the United 
States. Israel. Britain and 
other external and internal 
forces. 

"We are trying to resolve 
this question "by two means, 
one political and the other 
military,” Gen. Bashir said. 
Government forces have suc- 
ceeded in restricting the re- 
bellion to small pockets in the 
south, he said. 

Qatar has been mediating 
in Sudan's effors to mend ties 
with the rest of the oil-rich 
Gulf Arab states. Those rela- 
tions have been strained ever 
since Sudan sympathised with 

(Continued on .page 7) 


Assad, 
Mubarak 
to meet on. 
peace 

CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
presidents of Syria and Egypt 
are to meet soon to explore 
ways of getting Synan-lsraeli 
peace talks moving again. 
Egyptian Information Minis- 
ter Safwat Al Sberif said 
Monday. 

• Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak told U.S. officials 
in Washington that it was 
now “important to unblock 
Israeli-Syrian negotiations" 
after attending the signing of 
an Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) auton- 
omy deal at the White House 
last Thursday, Mr. Sherif 
said. 

“He will soon meet (Syrian 
President) Hafez Al Assad to 
cany out consultations on 
this subject,” Mr. Sherif told 
the government daily Al 
Ahram Al Massai, without 
saying where the meeting 
would take place. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, meanwhile, said 
there would be a meeting 
"soon” between Israel and 
Syria without giving a date. 

Mr. Arafat, speaking dur- 
ing a visit to Senegal on 
Sunday, also said he hoped 
for progress in Israeli-Syrian 
and Israeli-Lebanese negoria-. 
tions leading to a “concrete 
accord and a just and lasting 
peace throughout .the re- 
gion." 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
“assured me he is going to do 
everything to ensure Israel 
negotiates with Syria and 
Lebanon.” Mr. Arafat said. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher is ex- 
pected to meet this week in 
Washington with Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk Al 
Sharaa to discuss ways of 
breaking the deadlock in 
Israeli-Syrian talks. 

After years of stop-start 
negotiations with U.S. en- 
voys acting as go-betweens, 
the talks ground to a halt in 
June with both sides failing to 
agree on security arrange- 
ments- to. accompany an 
Israeli withdrawal on the 
Golan Heights. 

Syrian Defence Minister 
Mustafa Tlas has said Syria 
wast still committed to peace 
in the region but wanted the 
return of ail of the Golan 
Heights before it could make 
peace with Israel. 

Official sources said 
General Tlas. attending the 
opening of a military course 
on Sunday, denounced the 
-PLO-Israeli deal signed last 
week in Washington for 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
West Bank as a "capitula- 
tion.'' 

“Tlas assured Syria was 
committed to the comprehen- 
sive and just peace ... and 
that Syria can not accept a 
peace that would not return 
the lands and rights,” one 
source said. 

"Syria will not abandon a 
span of its home land.” one 
source quoted Gen. Tlas as 
saying. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Sudan: No early thaw 
in relations with U.S. 


Regent urges coordination, linkage 
in education among Arab countries 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
on Monday called for inter- 
Arab dialogue to upgrade the 
education in the Arab World. 

Addressing the opening 
session of a pan- Arab educa- 
tional conference at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, Prince Has- 
san stressed that the educa- 
tional development and re- 
form in Jordan should be 
linked with the development 
of human resources and the 
development of land's re- 
sources. 

In his address to the con- 
ference entitled "Preparing 
Arab Teachers for the 21st 
Century,” Prince Hassan cal- 
led on the Arab World to 
coordinate and link educa- 
tional programmes. 

Urging educationists to in- 
teract with the changes taking 
place in the region, he said: 
“Development *of the 

(Continued on page 3) 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Monday attends a 
conference on education and teachers in the Arab World (photo by Boghos) 


French N-test ignites renewed world 
condemnation, but Paris is unruffled 


Combined agency dispatches 

FRANCE WAS again the 
target of a wave of global 
outrage of Monday after it 
ignored world opinion and 
exploded the second and 
possibly biggest of its new 
series of nuclear weapons ' 
tests in the South Pacific. 

The fiercest condemnation 
came from Pacific-rim na-* 
tions Japan. Australia and 
New Zealand, while the Un- 
ited States, another nuclear 
power, also criticised the test, 
calling it regrettable. 

European Union (EU) 
foreign ministers also voiced 
their disappointment, but 
were at a loss about what to 
do next. 

The French government 
was unruffled. 

Prime Minister Alain Jup- 
pe would only repeat that the 
tests were harmless to ihe 
environment and would be 
the last before France signed 
a global nuclear weapons test 
ban. 

“We are continuing our 
testing campaign in the con- 
ditions and within the .limits 
set by the president of the 
republic." he said in terse 
comments to reporters. 

Gaullist Deputy Jacques 
Baumel, who "is vice- 
president of the National 
Assembly's defence commit- 
tee. said France would hold 
.the third nuclear test in early 


November. 

Mr. Baumel. who was 
speaking in the National 
Assembly lobby, said he had 
no official information, but 
that the French programme 
provided for a test per month 
and “I think that early in 
November, there will be a 
third test." 

Mr. Baumel said he was 
“no prophet" and was "not 
party to defence secrets," but 
affirmed that the 110- 
kilotonne test carried out on 
Fangataufa atoll Sunday was 
“aimed at validating for the 
last time" the TN-75~warhead 
which will be installed on 
France's new generation of 
strategic nuclear submarines 
from next summer. 

The deputy had predicted 
on Sept. 22 that the second 
test would he staged in Fan- 
gataufa "in eight to ten days" 
to test the TN-75 nuclear 
warhead. 

Mr. Baumel repeated that 
the test series had three aims 
— vervfying the reliability of 
existing ’weapons, testing the 
TN-75 and preparing labora- 
tory simulation of tests. 

Earlier. Mr. Baumel ac- 
cused unidentified groups 
from the United States, Au- 
stralia and New Zealand of 
funding the environmental 
group Greenpeace to press- 
ure France. 

He said such groups were 
exploiting sincere Green- 


peace activists for commer- 
cial and political purposes. 

“Greenpeace is an extraor- 
dinary mix of well-meaning 
people: old protestant 
women, cool young things, 
very friendly young people," 
he told the France- Inter radio 
station. 

"But at the same time be- 
hind this there are people 
who are pursuing a deter- 
mined policy with consider- 
able means.... and who gives 
these means?" he said. 

The French defence minis- 
try said the blast was deton- 
ated beneath Fangataufa in 
French Polynesia at 12:30 
a.m. Paris time (2330 GMT 
on Sunday) 

The blast was some five 
times more powerful than the 
U.S. atomic bomb dropped 
on Japan's Hiroshima in 
1945. 

"The United States regrets 
this action. We continue to 
urge all of the nuclear powers 
including France to refrain 
from future tests and to join" 
in a global moratorium (on 
testing)," White House 
spokesman Mike McCurry 
said in a statement. 

But Paris was not the lone 
target for criticism, with both 
Australia and New Zealand 
also hitting out at Britain for 
refusing to speak out against 
French testing. 

It was the second in a series 
of six to eight tests breaking 


France's three-year-old 
moratorium on nuclear tests. 
The first, a far smaller blast 
at France's main Mururoa 
atoll test site, also unleashed 
a tide of world condemnation 
and sparked violent riots in 
Tahiti. 

Tahiti was calm but tense 
in the aftermath of the latest 
test. But pro-independence 
groups warned that it could 
ignite a violent rampage 
aimed at French expatriates. 

More than S00 gendarmes 
have been deployed in Pape- 
ete to quell any repeat of 
rioting that followed the first 
blast. 

Japan, Australia and New 
Zealand all summoned 
French ambassadors on Mon- 
day to voice opposition to the 
testing. 

Japan's Foreign Minister 
Yohei Kono told Ambassa- 
dor Jean-Bemard Ouvrieu he 
"strongly regretted that you 
do not understand Japan’s 
consistent position on this 
matter." and demanded 
France halt the testing. 

New Zealand Prime Minis- 
ter Jim Bolger. in a state- 
ment, said: "New Zealanders 
are outraged that once again 
France is thumbing its nose at 
world opinion." 

Swedish Foreign Minister 
Lena Hjelm-Wallen said she 
had hoped that the reaction 
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American airports on high security alert 
after guilty verdict in bombing plot trial 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Airports nationwide are step- 
ping up precautions against 
attacks to the highest level 
since the 1991 Gulf war. No 
specific threats were cited, 
but a Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation (FBI) official said 
Monday: “We’re planning 
for the worst.” 

Transportation Secretary 
Federico Pena issued the 
order Sunday after a group of 
militants were convicted in a 
New York trial. “Based on 
several current and future 
events, more security mea- 
sures are now warranted," 
Mr. Pena said. 

Security was noticeably 
tighter at the White House. 
Pedestrians were blocked 
from Pennsylvania Avenue H 
which already this year was 
closed to motor vehicles for 
security. 

"We always review the 
security environment both 
for U.S. installations abroad 
and U.S. government facili- 


ties here at home when the 
environment suggests it's 
smart to do that," presiden- 
tial spokesman Mike McCur- 
ry said. 

He said last week's signing 
of a Middle East peace agree- 
ment at the White House, the 
New York verdict and other 
events “legitimately cause 
the United States to look at 
the status of its security.” 

Stepped-up security was 
evidenr at Dulles Internation- 
al Airport outside Washing- 
ton. Travellers on a New 
York-bound flight had to 
produce picture identification 
when checking bags at the 
curb and again when picking 
up seat assignments. 

They also were asked at 
both locations whether others 
had handled their baggage 
and if they had packed it 
themselves. 

At Newark International 
Airport in New Jersey, where 
Pope John Paul II arrives 
Wednesday for a 1 five-day 


U.S. visit, no changes in 
security were visible Mon- 
day, but security has been at 
a heightened state since Aug. 
13. That alert was based on a 
federal warning that radicals 
might be planning a car 
bombing at nearby John F. 
Kennedy International Air- 
port in New York. 

On Aug. 9, Mr. Pena 
ordered a "heightened state 
of alert” for transportation 
facilities nationwide after 
President Bill Clinton re- 
quested a review of airport 
security procedures. 

At the time, the adminis- 
tration refused to reveal de- 
tails of any threats. But the 
newspaper Newsday reported 
the FBI had intelligence re- 
ports that two groups — the 
Palestinian Hamas and the 
Iran-backed Hizbollah — 
were planning a “suicide 
massacre." 

James Kallstrom. chief of 
the FBI's New York office, 
said Monday the current 


security measures were 
aimed at no specific threat. 
He said the FBI and the State 
Department “have threats all 
the time, hundreds of phone 
calls: letters." 

Mr. Kallstrom said on tele- 
vision that he did not know 
whether an attack is likely 
but added: "We're planning 
for the worst." 

He said he “absolutely" 
expects threats to security 'to 
increase but noted that due to 
increased security measures 
including more careful ID 
and baggage checks, “This 
might be the safest time" to 
travel. 

At Dulles and Washing- 
ton's other main airport. 
National, the new measures 
meant cars left curbside at 
the terminal might be towed 
and check-in lines might 
move more slowly, a spokes- 
woman said. 

"We don’t expect too 
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No serious backlash expected 


CAIRO (AP) — Despite his 
following among Islamic mili- 
tants. the conviction of 
Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman 
will have few repercussions in 
Egypt, Muslim activists said. 

But one of his attorneys in 
Cairo condemned the ver- 
dict, calling it a “a political 
trial for political thought.” 

"Omar Abdul Rahman 
had no hand in any of these 
attacks, neither in organising 
them or executing them," 
said Abdul Halim Mandour, 
who has known the Egyptian 
cleric since 1979. “He is not a 
terrorist. He is a thinker and 
a man of religion." . 

Mr. Mandour predicted 
there would be anger, but 
other Muslim activists dis- 
counted the .chance for vio- 
lence. Militants of Al Gamaa 
Al Islamiyah, or the Islamic 
Group, many of whom con- 


sider Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
their spiritual leader, have 
carried out hit-and-run 
attacks since. 1992 in an 
attempt to topple the govern- 
ment. 

“He has followers, he has 
supporters, but I don't think 
it will cause commotion,” 
said Mamoun Al Hodeibi, a 
spokesman for the Muslim 
Brotherhood, Egypt’s largest 
Islamic group. 

The Brotherhood claims 
tens of thousands of followers 
in Egypt but has disavowed 
violence. The government 
has cracked down on it since 
January, accusing it of having 
ties with the Islamic Group. 

Other supporters of Abdul 
Rahman said they did not 
expect a backlash, particular- 
ly since the government has 
largely confined the insurgen- 


cy to the group's traditional 
stronghold in die south. 

“There will be nothing. 
The circumstances won't 
allow it," said Montassar Al 
Zayat, another attorney for 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman. 

Security appeared normal 
at the sprawling U.S. embas- 
sy in downtown Cairo. A 
handful of guards standing 
along the embassy's walls 
said they had not heard of the 
conviction. Three pickup 
trucks canymg about 10 sol- 
diers with rifles were parked 
across the street, but they 
said they report there every 
night, 

“I ' haven't heard anything 
about the trial,” said one of 
the black-uniformed soldiers, 
who as is customary refused 
to give his name. ‘Tve been 
listening to the soccer match 
on the radio." 


in Egypt 

The embassy issued a 
warning in July urging the 
thousands of Americans in 
Egypt to be careful as the 
trial approached a verdict. 
An embassy spokesman said 
Sunday that the embassy had 
received threats last month, 
but declined to give details. 

He said no private U.S. 
citizens had been threatened. 

The trial had received little 
attention in Egypt. State- 
owned radio ana television 
virtually ignored the case, 
and the dally newspapers 
only rarely put the trial on 
their from pages. 

The verdict Sunday re- 
ceived similar treatment, 
mentioned at the end of the 
evening news. Early editions 
of state-owned newspapers 
carried it briefly on the front 
page. 



Norway royals cut 
down on smoking 
at the palace 

OSLO (AFP) — Norway's 
King Hantfd V and Queen 
Sonja will no longer offer- 
cigareites at official recep- 
tions at the royal palace 
and at least one room will 
be smoke-free at official 
dinners, the palace has 
announced. The changes 
are being made to keep the 
palace up-to-date with 
Norwegian smoking laws, 
royal reception secretary 1 
Magne Hagen said. King 
Harald V is a smoker. 

U.S. singers raise 
money for poor 
farmers 

LOUISVILLE, Kentucky 
(R) — Some of America’s 
top musicians joined 
forces Sunday in a concert 
to raise money for strug- 
gling, small family farm- 
ers. Concert organisers 
said about 50.000 people 
.crammed into Cardinal 
Stadium in Louisville to 
see a line-up of stars 
including rockers Neil 
Young and John 
Mellencamp and the band 
Hootie And The Blowfish. 
Country singer Willie 
Nelson, president of Farm 
Aid. said the farming crisis 
Of the 1980’s was still alive 
10 years later in America. 
"This is not a celebration.” 
Nelson told a news confer- 
ence before the concert, 
which raised more than $1 
million in ticket sales. 
"This is a black eye on 
America that we had to do 
Farm Aid once. We’re not 
here to celebrate, we’re 
here to tell you there’s a 
problem. Not only is it still 
here, it’s worse than it 
was ” he added. Nelson 
estimated about 500 family 
farmers went out of busi- 
ness every week, adding 
„ that Farm Aid had distrib- 
uted more than $12 million 
to farming organisations 
across America. Farm Aid 
began in 19S5 when 
Nelson and rockers Young^ 
and Mellencamp held their' 
first concert. Young urged 
President Bill Clinton to 
veto efforts by Congress to 
cut support to family farm- 
ers. “Help needs to go to 
people who care about the 
land and who don't want to 
destroy the land by over- 
working it — not to people 
pushing pencils in New 
York City,” Young said. 

Thai rape victim 
kills attacker with 
bra 

BANGKOK (R) — A 
young woman in an eastern 
Thai town used her bra to 
strangle a man whom she 
accused of raping her, 
police said Monday. Police 
said the 19-year-old 
woman told them she was 
travelling on the back of a 
motorcycle taxi near the 
"town of Siracha when the 
driver stopped and dragged 
her into a nearby wood and 
raped her. As the driver 
rested after the attack, she 
picked up her bra, which 
had been tom off, and 
strangled him, police quot- 
ed the woman as saying. 

3 hikers survive 
13 days trapped 
in cave 

BEUING (AP) — A man 
and his two young 
nephews were rescued 13 
days after getting lost in an 
underground cave without 
any food, the official 
Xinhua News Agency said 
Saturday. Sun Zhongfu, 
22, and his nephews, 10- 
year-old Li Chengqing and 
12-year-old Li Wanqun, 
wandered into the lime- 
stone cave with a candle 
but it soon went out, 
Xinhua said. They were 
unable to find the exit in 
the darkness. They sur- 
vived by drinking water 
from a stream, the report 
said. It said they were "thin 
but in good spirits.” 
Xinhua said five men fish- 
ing in a stream in the cave 
on Sept. 22 heard the trio’s 
weak cries for help. 
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